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WORSHIP SERVICES

12/06 “Expectations & Realities”
The Rev. Sandra D. Fitz-Henry

12/13 “A Rose in Wintertime”
The Rev. Sandra D. Fitz-Henry
Quartetto Sine Nomine
Dennis Ferguson & Friends

12/20 “Pageant, Story and Song”
The Rev. Sandra D. Fitz-Henry
and Nan Loggains, DRE

12/24 Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service 7:00 PM
Musical Prelude at 6:30 PM

12/27 Winter Solstice
Religious Services Committee
Service held in the Unity Room

Y

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
We are an active congregation who
come together in fellowship to maintain
an environment that promotes spiritual
growth for individuals and families
and affirms diversity of belief.

We reach out in a caring way within
our church and beyond with a
commitment
to build a more loving community.

The next Universalist deadline is
Sunday, December 20, 2009.

FROM THE MINISTER

“The true meaning of Christmas is expressed in the sharing of one’s
graces in a world in which it is so easy to become callous, insensitive,
and hard. Once this spirit becomes part of one’s life, every day is
Christmas, and every night is freighted with anticipation of the dawning of
fresh, and perhaps holy, adventure.”

Howard Thurman

I've just returned from the UU Ministers’ Convo in Ottawa, Canada. This
gathering, held every seven years is ...well, indescribable. There was
lots of worship -- morning and evening, a chance to meet with the new
president of the UUA, and a time to meet with the president of the
UUMA. But most of the time was given to a deep focus on various
aspects of ministry. There were four hundred colleagues gathered from
all over the U.S. and Canada. Old and young, people new to ministry, old
timers, and those somewhere in the middle. It was a time of renewal;
and a time of discernment. It was intense. It was terrific. But what words
are really adequate to describe the experience? You had to be there.

| returned, having missed our Holiday Fair. I'd known, of course, that this
would be concurrently happening. And so when | got back, | asked
everyone | met, “How was the Fair? Tell me.” | wanted to hear
everything, so | could “experience” the Fair. | heard many stories -- about
successes, about a minor glitch or two. But no one, of course, can give
you an experience you weren't present for. You had to be there.

Jack Kornfield, the Buddhist teacher, described somewhere a spiritual
truth he learned at a bingo game he attended with his elderly parents in
Florida. There on the wall, in huge letters, was a sign reminding the
players, You Have to Be Present to Win. You have to be present ... to
experience: your life, this moment, now.

How do we become present to the spirit of the holidays in times of
scarcity when there is less abundance and more worry?

Preparing to be present takes time. It is what the tradition of Advent is
about — a gradual time of preparation for the spirit to experience what it
is to live with peace and goodwill toward all. It is about the slowly
increasing light of candles, allowing ourselves the gift of time, time to be
with one another. Time to gather around a table or a tree, singing the old
songs, hearing the old story, and imagining some new stories. Making
time for Christmas to find us.



Taking time, after the thanksgiving and before we begin a
new year, to remember and to reconnect with what truly
sustains and centers us. And to dwell there for a time.

At this time of year | am drawn to the magnificent spirit of
Howard Thurman. Born in 1899, Thurman lived until
1981. He experienced the violence of wars, the Great
Depression, and the racism of the 20" century. Despite
all that he witnessed his writing expresses a deep and
wise courage:

| Will Light Candles This Christmas

Candles of joy, despite all sadness,

Candles of hope where despair keeps watch.
Candles of courage for fears ever present,
Candles of peace for tempest-tossed days,
Candles of grace to ease heavy burdens.
Candles of love to inspire all my living,
Candles that will burn all the year long.

“We human creatures, in spite of all that has happened to
us and been done to us, are still hopeful. Something new,
something vital, something promising is always coming,
and we are always expecting. Thus in Advent candles are
lighted to mark the time of preparation, and with each
new light our anticipation grows — as it should. We are,
after all, a hopeful people, and that hopefulness deserves
a festival.” (John A. Taylor)

The Christmas Story is the story of a family, in the midst
of political oppression and war, and the birth of their child,
who grew up to speak of a vision of wholeness and
holiness, of equality and inclusion. It was a message of
love so simple and so radical that it has captured
imaginations for two thousand years.

This is a tough year for many people. It is a time that for
some feels bleak inside. Christmas, Hanukkah, and the
Solstice all take place as we approach the time of
greatest darkness, before the light begins its slow return.
These holidays remind us that in the midst of darkness,
new beginnings can shine forth. They tell us that peace
among people is a real possibility, not some far off dream,
but something we can each nurture. The miracle of this
season is a message about the evergreen branch of
hope, which does not cease its beckoning gesture no
matter how deep the dark.

May your holiday time be wonderfully filled with Love and
Peace, Good Will toward all.

Love,

FROM THE RELIGIOUS
EDUCATION DIRECTOR

“Gifts of time and love are surely the basic ingredients
of a truly merry Christmas."
~ Peg Bracken.

The pageant is coming! The pageant is coming!

Mark your calendars and join in a Murray Church
tradition. The Eighth Annual, No-Fuss, No-Frills, Come-
As-You-Are Christmas Pageant will take place during
the intergenerational holiday service on Sunday morning,
December 20". The casting call will be held at nine
o’clock sharp in Fellowship Hall on the morning of the
pageant. Everyone who arrives on time is guaranteed a
part in this year's production. The role of baby Jesus has
already been cast. Children need not worry about having
to memorize parts. The play is narrated by our teens.
We will also need adult and teen senior angels and
shepherds to guide our youngest cast members. Several
volunteers are needed to help with props, scenery, and
costumes on the morning of the pageant. Children and
adults of all ages are invited to join in the fun. Relatives,
friends, and neighbors are also invited to join this year’s
cast.

Intersession begins on Sunday, November 29" when the
children will be making ornaments for the Toys for Tots
drive. In the weeks ahead, the children will enjoy group
games, the advent spiral, Yule logs, solstice activities, a
New Year’s party, and a few surprises. We need parents
and other adults to lend a hand during Intersession.
Intersession is a time when our hardworking volunteer
teachers can enjoy the Sunday service in the sanctuary.
Our regular Sunday school classes resume on the
second Sunday in January.

Please consider donating a new toy to our Toys for Tots
drive this holiday season. Simply select an ornament
from the Christmas tree in the Unity Room during coffee
hour. Each ornament represents a gift request for a
needy child. You may leave your donations in the Toys
for Tots boxes located near the tree in the Unity Room.
Toys should be unwrapped.

All of our classes had a successful fall term. The Tower of
Babel was built by third and fourth graders, the middle
school withessed a Cain and Abel “crime scene,” pre-
kindergartners and kindergartners learned about the Day
of the Dead, first and second graders learned about the
Torah and made a scroll, the Youth Group discussed
important issues while playing ping pong in Fellowship
Hall, and a very large OWL class continued to learn about
making responsible decisions as they enter their teen
years. The nursery has been staffed by volunteers this fall
and is bustling with happy toddlers on Sunday mornings.
Thank you to all of the teachers, youth advisors, and
childcare providers who volunteer their time to work with
our Murray children and teens each Sunday morning.

The Teen Book Group will meet on Thursday, December
17" from 7 to 8:30 p.m. in the Unity Room. The teens will
be discussing Testimony by Anita Shreve. Parents and



guardians are reminded that many of the books and
group discussions may contain subject matter best suited
to high school aged youth. Philosophers’ Café will meet
on the Thursday, December 3" in the Purple Chat Room.
The Teen Movie Night will begin in late January and
continue monthly throughout the winter. Stay tuned for
details. All movies will be rated PG-13 or lower.

Please be sure to take time this holiday season to enjoy
special moments with your family and friends.

~Nan Loggains

The Eighth Annual, No-Fuss,
No-Frills, Come-As-You-Are
Christmas Pageant

Sunday morning, December™®0
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in the Unity Room
from 7-8:30 PM

Philosophers’ Café

A Discussion Group for
High School Aged Youth...

Join Us on December 3 ™
and 17" from 7 to 8:30 p.m.
in the Purple Chat Room

*We meet on the 1% & 3"
Thursdays of the month.

ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION,

GROUPS & ACTIVITIES

The First Sunday Book Group

will meet on Sunday, December
6, from 11:45 — 1:15. We will be
discussing The Guernsey Literary
and Potato Peel Pie Society, by

Mary Ann Shaffer and Annie
Barrows, a novel composed
entirely of letters. It has been
described as “traditional without
seeming stale and romantic
without being naive.” Please join
us in the John Murray Room.

Lunch is $5.

On Sunday, January 10 (please
note this is the second Sunday in
January), we will be discussing
Replay by Ken Grimwood. The

possibility of traveling back in time to

relive one's life has long fascinated
science fiction writers. Without a

single gesture toward an explanation,

this mainstream novel recounts the
story of a man and a woman
mysteriously given the ability to live

their lives over. Each dies in 1988 only to awaken as a




teenager in 1963 with adult knowledge and wisdom intact
and the ability to make a new set of choices. Different
spouses, lovers, children, careers, await them in each go-
round of the past 25 years, as well as slightly altered
versions of world events. Their deep commitment to one
another continues through the centuries of their many
lifetimes. This delightful and completely engrossing story
will appeal to a wide variety of readers.

PARENTS OF TEENS SUPPORT GROUP

Meets on Wednesday, December 2 " from 7 to 8:30pm
in the Youth Group Room (Purple Chat Room).  New
members are always welcome. We meet on the first
Wednesday evening of each month. For more
information, please contact Barbara Clark.

YOGA & MEDITATION. GROUP.

We meet on Monday evenings from 7:00-8:30 in the
John Murray Room. Our current routine is an hour

of yoga using the Kripalu Center's Gentle Yoga DVD
followed by a 20-minute meditation. If you'd like to join
us, wear comfortable clothes and bring a yoga mat or
towel/blanket to sit on. For meditation, bring a yoga
cushion/stool, or you can meditate sitting on the sofa or a
chair. Newcomers are welcome.

Contact: Karla Bassler or Barbara Clark

HEALING RESOURCES FOR DEPRESSION

We will meet on Friday, December 18 ™ from 7:00 to
8:30PM in the John Murray Room. The group is open to
members and friends of the Church and is confidential
and supportive. Each month we have a focus for
discussion and sharing. Newcomers are welcome.
Contact person: Gretchen Robinson:

MURRAY KNITTERS = DISCONTINUED FOR NOW
After meeting regularly for several years, ithasb  een
decided that we will not meet for the rest of this year.
We expect to resume next September. Contact Staci
MacDonald at stacimacd@comcast.net or Peggy Dixon if
you have any questions.

CIRCLE OF SPIRITS — FINAL MEETING

Circle of Spirits will be having one meeting in December.
We will meet on Dec. 23, from 7-9pm, where we will
celebrate Yule. This will be our last meeting. We have
had fun these past 3 years but are unable to keep this
commitment. ~Claudia Cruz-Teixeira and Jessica Brien
If anyone would like to take over this group, please
contact the church office.

ADVOCACY & SERVICE

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
SERVICE COMMITTEE UPDATE

For more than 30 years, the Guest at Your Table
tradition has helped UUs build lasting connections to UU
principles and support the movement for universal human
rights. It is a simple and meaningful way to incorporate
"faith in action" into your life. You and your family
members can also earn UUSC membership by giving at
the membership level during Guest at Your Table by
contributing at the appropriate level. Membership is $75
for dual membership; $40 for an individual; $20 for senior
and $10 for students and youth. Contributions of $100 or
more are eligible to be matched by the UU Congregation
of Shelter Rock in Manhasset NY!

If you did not return your donations during the
Thanksgiving Intergenerational service, you still h ave
time! UUSC will continue to accept donations and credit
Murray Church for its Guest at Your Table program.
Please be sure to complete the contribution information
so that your gift will be acknowledged.

Save the date — UUSC Rights Night, 12/10/09

On Thursday, December 10, 2009, UUSC will be
honoring pioneering activist Mel King at our annual Rights
Night. A crusader, educator, organizer, and entrepreneur,
King has devoted his life to organizing and advocacy for
anti-poverty and urban renewal causes.

King will be honored with UUSC’s Eleanor Roosevelt




Human Rights Award for his commitment to social justice
and human rights. Afterwards, stay for drinks and light
refreshments, and join activists from across Boston's
many communities in conversation about carrying the
legacy of King's work forward.

Date and time: Thursday, December 10 (International
Human Rights Day), at 7 p.m.

Location: Media Arts Center of Roxbury Community
College, conveniently located across the street from the
Roxbury Crossing T Stop. Free parking is also available.

All are welcome! The event is free, but RSVPs are
recommended. RSVP by e-mailing rsvp@uusc.org or
calling 617-301-4381.

~Submitted by Lauralyn Smith, UUSC Representative

MURRAY FOOD PANTRY UPDATE

On Saturday, December 12 ™ we have a wonderful
opportunity to pick up food from Attleboro City Hal I
that has been donated throughout the city for the local
food pantries, however, we need someone with a truck to
help. 8:00 AM is the pick-up time at City Hall, and then we
need help unloading the food into the Blue Room. Please
contact Sue Kline at sue003@comcat.net or 508-695-
8387 if you can help out that morning.

The food pantry provides bags of non-perishable
groceries to local community members in need on
Monday and Thursday mornings from 9:30-11:30am.
We expect to continue serving increased numbers of
people throughout the winter months, and sometimes run
out of certain items. Please consider donating if you are
able: canned vegetables, fruit, soup, beef stew, canned
meat, peanut butter, pasta, Parmalat milk, and powdered
milk. We could also use: toilet paper, tooth- paste, hand
soap, dish soap, pet food, diapers and sanitary napkins.
Thank you for your support!

Volunteers Needed to help with the Local
Food 'N Friends Soup Kitchen

Murray Church coordinates the Food n' Friends Soup
Kitchen on the last Saturday of each month. This month
we are scheduled for December 26 " from 8:30am-
12:15pm at the Centenary United Methodist Church
located on the corner of 39 North Main and 15 Sanford
Street, across from the Attleboro YMCA.

Even if you can only come for an hour or two during that
time, it would be greatly appreciated. Help is especially
needed to set up and take down tables -- can you spare
30 minutes?

When you come, please use the entrance located down

the ramp at the side of the building. If you're interested in
volunteering at the soup kitchen, please contact one of
the coordinators: Mary Basilone mbasilone@comcast.net
or Kevin Dumont K.P.Dumont@DumontRealty.com.

If you can't help this month, contact one of the
coordinators to be added to the group email for future
volunteer opportunities.

"May the light of this chalice give light and
warmth to our family,
On good days and bad, happy and sad,
And may we feel the warmth spread
from our family circle
to wider and wider circles,

Until we feel our family part of the one circle

of life."
-Betsy Darr

UUSC COFFEE PROJECT

"Since the launch of the UUSC Coffee Project in 2001,
i hundreds of UU congregations have made the initiative a ;
i huge success - representing the highest participation rate
i of any denomination in Equal Exchange's Interfaith
i Program. In 2008 alone, UUs purchased 45.3 tons of
! fairly traded products; since 2001, well over 250 tons.

For every pound of fairly traded
products purchased by UUs, Equal
Exchange donates 20 cents to UUSC's :
Small Farmer Fund, adding up to about
$18,000 annually. i

This year, this fund is supporting a new

effort, Wanawake Wanaongoza

Mageuzo, or Women Making Change

project, in Kenya's Kakamega

rainforest. This is an effort to generate  :
: women-focused livelihood options while :
: providing food security, protecting the environment, and
: promoting the rights of women and girls."

For more details, please read the cover story of the Fall
i 2009 edition of the “Rights Now” newsletter.

HOLIDAY IDEA:

The Unitarian Universalist Service Committee is selling

...........................................................................................



living in camps in Darfur, Sudan that include Equal
i Exchange products.

! Please note — Baskets will be available forordero n i
i Monday, November 30 ™. Each basket is a unique, hand- i
i woven item by women living in camps in Darfur, Sudan. i
i We've filled them with fair trade goodies from our partners i
i Equal Exchange, Southern Agricultural Alternatives i
i Cooperative and CESMACH. Available in three sizes,

i they are a perfect gift for that special someone on your

i list. Order early to ensure best selection, as supplies are

i extremely limited!

Please visit uusc.org/store to order. The prices are $30,
i $45, $55.

You can also purchase Equal Exchange products at
i Coffee Hour to create your own holiday gift baskets!

The profits are used to help Murray Church. For
i example, in November the profits were used to buy the
i coffee cups we use each Sunday. Fair Trade matters!

~Liz Lamoureux:

DENOMINATIONAL NEWS

UUA Addictions Ministry Program

The Ministry offers resources and information to support
those with addictions, their families, and their
communities along the path to recovery. The Addictions
Ministry program has opened a new website --
www.uua.ord/leaders/leaderslibrary/addictionsministry/

Standing on the Side of Love

Standing on the Side of Love, the new UUA public
advocacy campaign has several new initiatives to help
UUs in their social justice advocacy work.

* Matching Grants: The Unitarian Universalist Fund for
Social Responsibility has set aside $25,000 for matching
grants for congregations engaged in the SSL campaign.
Grants will be between $500 and $1,500 and available on
a rolling basis. Preference will be given to congregations
working in community and interfaith partnerships to
actively change the public dialogue and public policy.

For more info, visit: www.StandingontheSideoflLove.org

* Friday Calls: Every Friday at 1pm EST individuals
involved in SSL programs or projects can join a SSL
campaign conference call. UUA Campaign staff and SSL
activists present campaign progress, programs, tools and
congregational successes. Visit:
www.StandingontheSideofLove.org/fridaycalls

* Merchandise: The SSL website has a retail and
wholesale store. At the retail store UUs can buy small
guantities of a wide variety of items and personalize them
for your congregation or project.

Shop at: www.StandingontheSideofLove.org

UU're Home - UU Bed & Breakfast Directory

Do you dream of inexpensive vacation travel to
interesting destinations where you can stay in the homes
of friendly people who share your ideals and are happy to
provide directions and advice for their area? The UU bed
and breakfast directory UU’re Home can fulfill your
dream. For 31 years, we've provided a network of hosts
in the United States (and a few abroad) who enjoy
meeting new friends and who are happy to open their
home to like-minded people.

Host listings on the UU’re Home website at
www.UUreHome.com _are updated whenever changes
are made or new hosts are added. The paper edition is
published once a year in April. For a copy of the 2010
directory and a year’s access to the website listings,
please click on “become a member” to pay by credit card,
or send a check for $25 and your e-mail address to UU’re
Home, 43 Vermont Court, Asheville, NC 28806.

You can also become a host and be listed in the
directory: see www.UUreHome.com _for an application. If
you have questions, contact us at info@uurehome.com or
call 828-281-3253.

MURRAY NEWS & UPDATES

77 L X\ Notes from the Moderator
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,i f-p’— i} The Board of Governors met on Nov. 3,
\

\
RS £/ the Holiday Fair set-up week.

T // one week early this month to accommodate
|
We had Mary Basilone come to speak with us at Open
Forum. Mary shared with us concerns regarding
volunteers at the monthly soup kitchen visit. We agreed
that as a Board we thought it was important to continue
our visits to the soup kitchen and would support the
efforts of both Mary and Kevin Dumont to continue. There
is a sign up sheet at coffee hour each week. Please
consider offering a few hours of your time to keep this
opportunity to share our principles going.

Our Governor of Property, Rob Hasselbaum, has
researched and reviewed lease prices from other
comparable churches in the area. We voted to set a few
new prices for our regular renters.

We spent some time discussing the pews in the
sanctuary and their need to be reupholstered. We are in
agreement that the work needs to be done but have
decided to wait on this issue for at least this year. There
are some other property issues that may need attention
first.

We will begin to look at an energy audit regarding our
telecommunications system.

Each Governor presents a report of what is happening in




their area of responsibility each BOG meeting. We as a
Board are well informed thanks to their communications.

Our Holiday Fair was once again a success financially. |
think we all agree that another benefit is the community
building within our congregation that goes on. | had a
great time visiting with all of you and oh yes, doing some
work.

~Donna Palmer, Moderator

Soup Sale, December 6 "

The 1% soup sale is planned for
Sunday Dec. 6". This is
traditionally the largest sale

of the year, so please offer to
prepare your favorite. We would
enjoy a mix of offerings from the
soup cookbook, as well as some
untried ones. Containers are
provided in the kitchen. Please feel
free to contact Cynthia Eddy, Peggy Dixon or DaV|d
Sumner with you have any questions. Only a very few
“Soups from the Heart” cookbooks remain; they will be on
sale at the soup sale as well.

Murray.ch@verizon.net as soon as possible so you can
continue to receive the newsletter uninterrupted.

As always, members and friends are invited to share
Murray-related news and announcements each month by
submitting articles by the monthly deadlines. The next
deadline is December 20" for the January issue. It is
ideal to send articles by email at Murray.ch@verizon.net,
but you can also mail them to the church office or drop
them off in person. Please proof your event dates. Small
graphics and photos are welcome with your submissions.

Please contact the office with any questions. | am happy
to offer assistance!
-Dawn Casstevens, Murray Office Administrator

POINSETTIAS

It's time to order poinsettias to

decorate the chancel table for

Dec 20" and Christmas Eve

services. Poinsettias are given

by individuals and families, or

in honor or memory of loved
ones, and may be taken home after the Christmas Eve
service. The colors are red, white, pink, marble, and jingle
bells (red with white splotches). The price is $17.00, the
same as last year. The final order date is Dec 6th. See
Irene Yutkins at church or call her at 508.226.3109.

Congratulations on a Job Well Done

The Clara Barton Guild congratulates the Board of
Governors and the Property Committee for a job well
done on the renovation of the restrooms. The project was
so important to us that we contributed $1,000 towards the
cost, and we are very pleased at the outcome. We
appreciate entering the vastly improved space, and we
are glad that it is now presentable for visitors. Thanks to
Irene and Len Yutkins for adding the finishing touch:
pictures on the wall.

The Universalist is Going Electronic

Beginning in January, we will send most Universalist
newsletters via email, saving the church office a
considerable amount in postage, supplies and time. The
newsletter format will remain the same for now, making it
easy for you to print at home if you prefer to have a paper
copy in hand for reading away from the computer. (I like
to keep a stack of used paper by the printer to re-load
and print on the backside before recycling.)

We will continue to print a few paper copies for visitors
and folks who do not have computer access at home. If
you wish to be on the mailing list for a paper copy, please
let us know at 508-222-0505 or drop us a note. We will do
our best to contact the folks who we think would continue
to need a mailed copy.

If we have your email address already on file, you will
receive the e-newsletter just prior to January 1*. If we do
not have your email address, please send it to us at

ADULT ACTIVITIES

Annual Holiday Potluck and
Yankee Swap

Sat. Dec. 12, 5:30 pm

Take a break from shopping,
share a meal, and enjoy an
old fashioned New England
tradition. All are welcome to
join us for fellowship and
merriment in the Unity Room.
We'll have appetizers at 5:30
and start eating at around 6:00 followed by the Yankee
Swap. Sign up (to bring appetizer, salad, vegetable side
dish, main dish or dessert) on Sunday, Nov. 29 or Dec. 6
at coffee hour following the service. Or call 508-222-6164
or email barbjclark@gmail.com. Please also bring a
beverage to share for the potluck. If you'd like to
participate in the Yankee Swap, please bring a wrapped
gift (child--$5, adult--$10).

Mozart's Cosi Fan Tutte OR
La Scuola Degli Amanti (The
School for Lovers)

Sun. Feb. 21, 2:00pm

On a wager with a mutual
friend, two young officers
pretend to go off to war, only to
return in disguise to woo the
other one’s sweetheart. If by
the end of 24 hours, neither




woman has fallen, the men will have won their bet. This
beloved comic opera, first performed in Vienna in 1790,
will be performed by the Boston University Opera Institute
in the historic BU Theater, just around the corner from
Symphony Hall. Charlie and Barbara can attest to the
world class quality of previous BU productions. The
singing, acting, music, sets, and costumes are always
striking, and so is the price: $20 per person, $15 for
students/seniors/WGBH members.  Sign up by Jan. 17
at coffee hour or send a check payable to Barbara Clark,
20 Fourth St., Attleboro, MA 02703.

Future Events - Dates to be determined
Dinner at Bistro 45, a restaurant in North Attleboro
Ceili is a Gaelic (Irish) word that means party;
specifically one with live music, dancing, or general
merriment. In this case it's one with live music
provided or enjoyed by those who attend. If you play
a musical folk instrument, e.g., guitar, fiddle, banjo,
concertina, tin whistle, spoons, washboard, etc.,
and/or like to sing along in an informal group this
might be for you. We were also thinking of starting off
the ceili with a potluck.

If you are interested in one or both of these activ  ities
please let us know.
~Charlie Adler and Barbara Clark

Thank you, thank you, thank you to each and every

one of you for all of the work you did for the Holi day
Fair. If you were a room coordinator, made or bought a
gift for the raffle, if you help to set-up or to clean-up, if you
donated ‘stuff’, if you spent hours and hours and hours
making, baking, decorating, freezing goodies for the bake
shop, if you donated food, soda or water to the gourmet
room, if you made gifts for the holiday gift room, if you
sorted books, and more books, and more books, if you
counted all the quarters, nickels and dimes that we made,
if you came and worked for two hours or twenty hours, if
you helped to clean-up, if you came and supported us by
spending your money, if you wished us much luck and
love...WE THANK YOU!!!

Shelly Freddo, Betsey Bullock, Janet and Jim Richardi
Holiday Fair Co-Coordinators

%



*See more Holiday Fair photos on the
“Get To Know Us” bulletin board
near the Music Director’s office



Music Corner

Christmas is coming... and the choir
is getting thin! We are extremely
grateful for one or two new faces in
the past few weeks, but 15 or 16
would be my hoped for ‘holiday gift.’
(I would not say no to 20 or 30.)

We have some interesting choral items for the month—
some familiar and some new. J. Niles’ 'l Wonder As |
Wander’ will be sung on the 6". Quartetto Sine Nomine
will appear on the 13"™. The choir will present a piece
from our library—H. Darke’s setting of ‘In the Bleak
Midwinter.’

Many thanks to Melanie Samuel for restructuring the filing
system of our choral library. She has made possible the
discovery of quite a few usable items that are now being
programmed into our services. | liken these discoveries
to acquiring “new music” without the negative side of
spending money out of our budget, which is at zero,

anyway.

On Sunday the 13" at 7:30pm, my Franklin group —
Prolatio Singers & Players will be giving a concert of
seasonal music at St. Mary’s Church in Franklin (off the
Common). The repertoire includes plainchant, medieval
carols, a generous sprinkling of Victoria and some
modern pieces as well. A donation of $5 is suggested.

~Dennis E. Ferguson, Director of Music

Get Involved in Music at Murray

Are you interested in the music program at Murray but do
not have time to commit to monthly meetings or every
event during the year? Have ideas or feedback you want
to share? All are welcome to come to a Music Committee
meeting or get in touch with Mary Whelan or Allison
MacDonald. The next meeting is Saturday, December

5™ from 10-11am in the John Murray Rm.
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HONORING GIFTS

If you'd like a unique way to publicly mark
an anniversary, a special event,
memorial date, birthday, with a donation
to our church, simply fill out an Honoring
Gift Form and turn it into the office with
your check attached. Later, the honoree and reason for
your tribute will be listed in the newsletter. Gifts of any
amount are welcomed, they are tax-deductible, and you
may specify your preference for how it will be spent. To
participate, please contact the church office (508-
2220505, Murray.ch@verizon.net) or visit our website at
www.murrayuuchurch.org to print an Honoring Gift Form.

Special Christmas Offerings

We invite you to use the special
Christmas Offering envelope included
in your newsletter if you would like to
celebrate the holidays with a gift to
Murray Church. Any amount you are
able to give is deeply appreciated.

Christmas Eve Service, Extra Parking Lots
Please note that there is additional parking available
diagonally across the street at the medical building (550
North Main Street) for the Christmas Eve service or
whenever the Murray lots are full. Please use the greatest
of care in crossing North Main Street.

SNOW CANCELLATION INFORMATION
In the event that a Sunday Service is cancelled...

WBZ-TV News will air cancellations during WBZ
MorningNews at 5am, during the local news and during
the CBS The Early Show program. Also, check the
Providence TV stations, Channels 10 and 12.

WBZ NewsRadio 1030AM will read the list of

cancellations twice per hour (at :05 and :35 past) during

StormCenter Operation. Or visit the WBZ website at

www.wbz.com or WBZTV.com Click on "StormCenter"
then, go to "Religious" listings

NBC News will not display closings on-air, but they will
now only be shown on their website, not on TV:
www.whdh.com




DECEMBER 2009

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
November 29 November 30 December 1 2 3 4 5
9:00 AM Choir 1:30 PM 6:15 PM 7:00 PM 700PM 9AM-1PM
10:00 AM Gold Dusters Committee on Parents of Teens | Philosophers Markman
o . Board — FH* Ministry - Study | Support Group — | Café —= YGR Children’s
Worship Service YGR Programs
& Church School | 7:00 PM 7:30 PM Holiday Fair
/ Med — JM Choir — Sanc
7:30 PM Yoga
Al-Anon — FH* 8:00 PM 7:30 PM 10:00 AM
Pathways — FH* Memorial Music Cmte — JM
Garden Cmte —
Blue Rm
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
8:45 AM - FH Pearl Harbor 7:15 PM 7:00 PM 7:00 PM Hanukkah Hanukkah
Holiday Fair Cmte | Remembrance Board of Property Cmte — Teen Book begins at
9:00 AM Choir Day Governors —JM | Blue Rm Group — JM sundown 8:00 AM
. Food Pickup at
10:00 AM 7:00 PM (7:.30_ PMS 3:00 PM Attleboro City
Worship Service | Yoga / Med — JM olr = sanc Caring Cmte - | Hall — Unload at
& Church School 7:15 PM IM Murray Church
11:15 AM RE Cmte — UR Food Pantry —
Soup Sale at Volunteers needed
Coffge Hour 8:00 PM
« Pathways — FH* 5:30 PM
11:45 AM 17 Sun. Holiday Potluck
Book Group — JM & Yankee Swap
7:30 PM —-FH
Al-Anon — FH*
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
9:00 AM Choir 7:00 PM 1:00 PM 7:00 PM 7:00 PM
10:00 AM Yoga / Med — IJM UUMA Cluster — Philosophers’ Healing
Worship Service 8:00 PM M Café - YGR gesourc_es for
& Church School | Pathways — FH* | 7:15 PM —JM 7:30 PM i
. Deacons & Choir — Sanc -
7:30 PM D
Al-Anon — FH* eaconesses
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
9:00 AM Choir Winter begins 7:00 PM —JIM 7:00 PM Christmas Eve Christmas Day | Boxing Day
10:00 AM Religious Final Circle of Candlelight Kwanzaa begins
Wbrship Service 7:00 PM Services Cmte Spirits Meeting — Service
Yoga / Med — IJM . UR 6:30 PM 8:30AM-12:15PM
Youth Pageant 7:30 PM . .
8:00 PM Fi Musical Prelude Soup Kitchen
. : inance Cmte — .
7:30 PM Pathwavs — EH* Blue RM 7:00 PM Centenary Church
Al-Anon — FH* Y Service begins
* Universalist
Article Deadline
27 28 29 30 31 January 1 January 2
10:00 AM 7:00 PM New Year's New Year’s
Solstice Service Yoga / Med — JM Eve Day
In Unity Room 8:00 PM
RE Kids go to Pathways — FH*
Fellowship Hall
7:30 PM
Al-Anon — FH*

* = non-church activity — renter; RE = Religious Ed
UUA = Unitarian Universalist Association; JM = John

Abbreviation Codes

Murray Room; FH = Fellowship Hall; UR = Unity Room

Nursery; HR = Historical Room; Office = Church Offi  ce;
Study = Minister’s Office; Sanc = Sanctuary

ucation; BCD = Ballou Channing District;

; YGR = Youth Group Room; N =
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Mark Your Calendar

Sunday, December 6
1* Sunday Book Group
11:45 in the John Murray Room

Saturday, December 12
Holiday Potluck and Yankee Swap
5:30 PM in Fellowship Hall

Sunday, December 13
10:00 AM Holiday Music Service
featuring Quartetto Sine Nomine

Sunday, December 20
10:00 AM Murray Youth
Christmas Pageant

Thursday, December 24
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
6:30 PM Musical Prelude
7:00 PM Service begins

Sunday, December 27
10:00 AM Winter Solstice Service
in the Unity Room




