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WORSHIP SERVICES 
 
 
12/7    “Seasonal Musings” 
            The Rev. Sandra D. Fitz-Henry 
 
12/14  “Notes From the Stable” 
            The Rev. Sandra D. Fitz-Henry 
            Quartetto Sine Nomine 
            Dennis Ferguson & Friends 
 
12/21  “Pageant, Story and Song” 
            The Rev. Sandra D. Fitz-Henry 
            and Nan Loggains, DRE 
 
12/24   Christmas Eve 
            Candlelight Service 7:00 PM 

 With Musical Prelude at 6:30 PM 
 

12/28  “Solstice Magic”  
            Religious Services Committee 

 Service held in the Unity Room 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The next Universalist  deadline is 
Sunday, December 21, 2008. 

FROM THE MINISTER 
 
“ Christmas can only be joyful if we slow down and waste some time.”   

David Cole 

 
The fabulous Fair is over, and what a marvelous event it was.  All that 
energy and exhaustion transformed into a joyous community event that 
was remarkably successful.  Thanks to all of you who gave countless 
hours of your precious time to accomplish this magic.  
 
If the Holiday Fair is over, can Thanksgiving be far behind?  If 
Thanksgiving is past, can Christmas be far behind? Suddenly we are on 
the end of the year express. The whole holiday season, which kicks off 
with Thanksgiving, is a period which for many can become an emotional 
roller coaster ride. High expectations, memories of past holidays, 
financial worries; up and down it is a volatile mix. For some it is a 
cherished time with loved ones; for others a time of loneliness and 
isolation. Johnny Carson once quipped: “Thanksgiving is an emotional 
holiday. People travel thousands of miles to be with people they see only 
once a year. And then discover that once a year is way too often.”  
 
When holiday preparation starts to get frenetic, nerves begin to fray.  If 
you are beginning to feel the hound of time dogging your heels at every 
moment, as you purposively pursue a very merry Christmas, then it may 
be good to remember the words of David Cole: 
 
“It is the time you have wasted crafting a scarf, stuffing a toy, writing a 
note to a close friend, reading, meditating, or thinking, that makes 
Christmas come alive…. Kick at pebbles, watch stars, notice all the quiet 
unimportant yet essential things that happen around you. These can be 
your ritual of waiting for Christmas …ways of making it a spiritually 
beautiful event.”  
 
What is important is leaving some space in your life, some emptiness, so 
that there is room for moments of fellowship, creativity, reflection; room 
for Christmas to find you.    
 
It is what  Albert Perry is asking in one of my favorite seasonal readings: 
 
 “Too Full or Fulfilled?” 
 
How full was the inn at Bethlehem? Too full! 
How full are our lives? Too full? 
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
We are an active congregation who 

come together in fellowship to maintain 
an environment that promotes spiritual 

growth for individuals and families  
and affirms diversity of belief. 

 

We reach out in a caring way within 
our church and beyond with a 

commitment 
to build a more loving community. 

 

 



Too full of society and societies to have room for family? 
Too full of activities to have room for accomplishments? 
Too full of responsibilities to have room for simple joys? 
Too full of business to have room for religion? 
Too full of busy-ness to have room for thought and prayer? 
Too full of self-interest to have room for common needs? 
Too full of regrets to have room for hope? 
Too full of fear to have room for faith? 
Too full of suspicion to have room for love? 
Too full of conflict to have room for peace and goodwill? 
Too full of noise to have room for angel choirs? 
 
Make room! Clear away the debris! 
Open the doors to your heart! 
The things that matter will not clutter and crowd your life. 
The things that matter will enlarge the orbit of your being 
until you are large enough to contain all that is worthy of 
being welcomed. 
 
The Christmas Story is the story of a family, in the midst 
of political oppression and war, and the birth of their child, 
who grew up to speak of a vision of wholeness and 
holiness, of equality and inclusion. It was a message of 
love so simple and so radical that it has captured 
imaginations for two thousand years. 
 
This is a tough year for many people.  A lot of people are 
hurting.  It is a time that for some feels bleak inside.  
Christmas, Hanukkah, and the Solstice all take place as 
we approach the time of greatest darkness, before the 
light begins its slow return. These holidays remind us that 
in the midst of darkness, new beginnings can shine forth. 
They tell us that peace among people is a real possibility, 
not some far off dream, but something we can each 
nurture. The miracle of this season is a message about 
the evergreen branch of hope, which does not cease its 
beckoning gesture no matter how deep the dark.  

 
May your holiday time be wonderfully filled with love and 
peace. 

Love, 
Sandra 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FROM THE RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION DIRECTOR 

 
“Gifts of time and love are surely the basic ingredients  

of a truly merry Christmas."  
                                      ~ Peg Bracken 

 
Food.   Children often want to know how they can help 
others.  The children of Murray Church can help others in 
our community simply by bringing a canned good to 
church on Sunday morning.  Our Murray Church Food 
Pantry has been providing bags of food to area residents 
for many years.  In recent weeks, our food pantry has 
seen a dramatic increase in the number of families and 
individuals requesting food. During Youth Worship each 
Sunday, children are invited to bring a donation of a non-
perishable food item or a hygiene item (such as shampoo 
or toilet paper) for the Murray Church food pantry.  Every 
item donated goes directly to assist families struggling to 
put food on their tables.  It is an all volunteer effort--
nobody gets paid to stock the shelves or distribute the 
bags of food.  Most, if not all of us, are fortunate, that 
while we may be tightening our belts a bit, we are not 
going hungry.  Every little bit helps.  Thank you to the 
teens participating in the Teen Book Group and 
Philosophers’ Café who have been bringing donations to 
the food pantry each time they attend one of our teen 
activities. 
  
The pageant is coming!  The pageant is coming!   
Mark your calendars and join in a Murray Church 
tradition.  The Seventh Annual, No-Fuss, No-Frills, Come-
As-You-Are Christmas Pageant will take place during the 
intergenerational holiday service on Sunday morning, 
December 21st.  The casting call will be held at nine 
o’clock sharp in Fellowship Hall on the morning of the 
pageant.  Everyone who arrives on time is guaranteed a 
part in this year’s production.  The role of baby Jesus has 
already been cast.  Children need not worry about having 
to memorize parts.  The play is narrated by our teens.  
We will also need adult and teen senior angels and 
shepherds to guide our youngest cast members.  Several 
volunteers are needed to help with props, scenery, and 
costumes on the morning of the pageant.  Children and 
adults of all ages are invited to join in the fun.  Relatives, 
friends, and neighbors are also invited to join this year’s 
cast.   
 

 
 

The intergenerational Thanksgiving service  is one of 
my favorite services of the church year.  Thank you to 
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Barbara Clark and Allison MacDonald for leading the 
Children’s Thanksgiving Choir this year.  Thanks also to 
Therese Goodchild who taught the children the signs to 
accompany the song.  The children all sang beautifully 
this past Sunday.   
 
Intersession begins this Sunday, November 30th when 
the children will be making ornaments for the Toys for 
Tots drive.  In the weeks ahead, the children will enjoy 
group games, the advent spiral, solstice activities, and a 
few surprises.  We need parents and other adults to lend 
a hand during Intersession.  Intersession is a time when 
our hardworking volunteer teachers can enjoy the Sunday 
service in the sanctuary.  Our regular Sunday school 
classes resume on the first Sunday in January. 
 
Our Religious Education program has experienced a 
wonderful growth spurt this fall.   Our very large 
preschool class needs parents to assist with the class on 
Sunday mornings.  I am asking that parents and 
guardians of preschool children take turns serving as a 
classroom assistant beginning in early January.  A sign-
up sheet will be placed on the children’s snack table 
during Intersession.  Our K-2 class is our largest group.  
Fortunately, we have several teachers for this class.  
However, the K-2 class also needs parents to help out 
from time to time.  Thank you to Derek Belt who served 
as one of our middle school teachers this fall.  His busy 
schedule precludes him from teaching during the next 
term.  Derek also organized the recent field trip to the 
Adams Historical Site in Quincy where the middle 
schoolers had a great time and learned a lot along the 
way.  Russ Negus has volunteered to join the middle 
school class teaching team.  Russ is a long time Murray 
member who has taught in our RE program.  In addition, 
Russ served on the Religious Education committee for 
four years.  Russ’s wife, Linda sings in the church choir.  
Russ and Linda have two sons who are active in the 
Murray RE program.    
 
Shortly after the beginning of the new year, we wil l be 
holding a fire drill.   During a fire drill in the RE wing, 
children and teens exit the building from the nearest exit.  
Everyone gathers at the far end of the playground at the 
back of the church.  Emergencies do not always occur on 
warm, sunny days.  Please be sure to have your children 
take their coats to class during the winter months.  We 
also need donations of blankets and quilts for the nursery.  
In the event of an emergency on a cold day, it is easier 
for the childcare providers to grab a stack of blankets and 
whisk the children out of the nursery.  Blankets may be 
left in the RE office. 
 
Please consider donating a toy to our Toys for Tots  
drive this holiday season.   Simply select an ornament 
from the Christmas tree in the Unity Room during coffee 
hour.  Each ornament represents a gift request for a 
needy child.  You may leave your donations in the Toys 
for Tots boxes located near the tree in the Unity Room.  
Toys should be unwrapped and dropped off by Dec. 14th.  
 

The Teen Book Group  will meet on Thursday, December 
11th from 7 to 8:30 p.m. in the Unity Room.  The teens will 
be discussing Odd Thomas by Dean Koontz.  Parents 
and guardians are reminded that many of the books and 
group discussions may contain subject matter best suited 
to high school aged youth.  The Philosophers’ Café,  a 
discussion group for high school aged youth, continues to 
meet on the first and third Thursday evenings from 7 to 
8:30 in the Youth Group Room.  A Teen Movie Night  will 
begin in late January and continue monthly throughout 
the winter.  Stay tuned for details.  All movies will be rated 
PG-13 or lower.   
 
Please be sure to take time this holiday season to enjoy 
special moments with your family and friends. 
 

~Nan Loggains 
 

�

Philosophers’ Café 
A Discussion Group for High School Aged Youth 

 

Meets on the First & Third Thursdays 
of the Month: December 4 th & 18 th  

7 to 8:30 p.m.  
in the Purple Chat Room 
Newcomers welcome.  

 
 

MURRAY 
CHURCH  

TEEN BOOK 
GROUP�

 

Will discuss Odd 
Thomas  

by Dean Koontz 
Thursday, December 11th 

in the Unity Room  
from 7 to 8:30 p.m. 

 

 
 

The Seventh Annual, No-Fuss, 
No-Frills,  

Come-As-You-Are Christmas 
Pageant 

Sunday morning, December 21st 
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Casting Call Begins at 9 a.m. Sharp 

In Fellowship Hall. Children and adults of all 
ages are invited to join in the fun.   

ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION,  
GROUPS & ACTIVITIES 

 
FIRST SUNDAY BOOK and LUNCH BUNCH  
 

On Sunday, December 7 th  we 
will be discussing The Art of 
Racing in the Rain by Garth 
Stein. This book has been called 
a meditation on humility and 
hope in the face of despair.  It 
has a canine narrator, an “old 
soul” who has much to teach us 
about being human.  Sound 
intriguing? Join us for discussion 
and light lunch at 11:45 in the 
John Murray Room.  
 
 
On Sunday, January 4 th  we will 
be discussing A Christmas 
Carol by Charles Dickens. This 
classic story's message of love 
and goodwill, mercy and self-
redemption resonates as keenly 
as ever. All are welcome to join 
us for discussion and light lunch 
at 11:45 in the John Murray 
Room.  
 
 

 
YOGA & MEDITATION GROUP  
We meet Monday evenings from 7:00-8:30 in the John 
Murray Room. The group begins with a half hour of 
gentle yoga led by a Kripalu Center DVD, followed by a 
half hour of meditation. If you'd like to join us, bring a 
yoga mat or towel/blanket and a yoga cushion/stool if you 
have one, or you can just bring yourself. Many of us 
meditate sitting on the sofa or a chair. Meditation 
instruction provided if desired. Newcomers are always 
welcome. Contact:  Karla Bassler or Barbara Clark 
 
PARENTS OF TEENS SUPPORT GROUP 
Meets next on Wednesday, December 3 rd  from  

7 to 8:30pm in the Youth Group Room (Purple Chat 
Room).  New members are always welcome. We meet on 
the first Wednesday evening of each month. For more 
info, contact Barbara Clark. 
 
CIRCLE OF SPIRITS 
We will meet on the 2 nd & 3rd Wednesday evenings in 
December at 7pm in the Unity Room . That’s Dec. 10 th 
and 17 th. The Circle of Spirits is an earth-based pagan 
spiritual group. We celebrate the Wiccan holiday and 
learn/teach other earth based pagan aspects such as 
tarot, runes and herbs. All are welcome!   
Contact  Jessica Brien and Claudia Cruz-Teixeira at 
CircleofSpirits@gmail.com for more information. 
 
HEALING RESOURCES FOR DEPRESSION  

Healing Resources for Depression group meets on 
the third Friday of the month from 7-8:30 PM in the  
John Murray Room.  For December, that's the 19 th . 
The group is for friends, family members, and those 
dealing with mental health issues.  Not a therapy group, 
the group exists for support and learning from one 
another how to move forward. For more info  contact 
Gretchen Robinson or the church office. 
 
MURRAY KNITTERS  

We meet year round every 2nd and 4th Monday of the 
month in the Purple Chat Room from 7pm to 9pm.   
Come knit with us!  We can provide yarn and needles for 
anyone wanting to learn to knit. Contact Staci MacDonald 
if you have any questions or visit our website: 
www.murrayknitters.com 
 
MURRAY PHOTOGRAPHERS 
Meetings are held on the last Tuesday of each month , 
at 7PM in the Unity Room. Our next meeting is on 
December 30 th. Newcomers are welcome – bring some 
work to show or just come as you are. Contact Greg 
Wehmeyer for more information. 
 
MURRAY BOARDGAMERS  
Murray Boardgamers Club meets one Saturday night 
each month at members' homes and at Murray. 
Please see your Order of Service for details on upcoming 
board game events. 

 

 

Happy Hanukkah, Merry Christmas, 
Joyful Solstice…  

We invite you to use the special Holiday offering envelope 
included in your newsletter if you would like to celebrate 

the season with a gift to Murray Church. 
Your special Holiday offerings are greatly appreciated. 
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ADVOCACY & SERVICE  
 

MURRAY FOOD PANTRY UPDATE  
 
First and foremost, thank you all for your help wit h 
the Thanksgiving Food Basket drive… we put together 
10 baskets – 5 full baskets (fixings and gift card for 
turkey) that went to St. Vincent DePaul and 3 full baskets 
for here plus 2 partial ones that were just the fixing’s as 
they had turkey already.   
 
Special thanks to Pixie Terreault who has been such a 
help to the success of the Murray Food Pantry. We have 
also been fortunate to have two students from the Finberg 
School volunteer their time on Thursday from 9:30 – 
11:30 AM. Over the past month we have given bags of 
groceries to over 150 individuals, almost triple the number 
from this time last year.  We truly are answering a 
community need. 

 
On Saturday, December 13 th 
we have to opportunity to 
pick up food from Attleboro 
City Hall  that has been 
donated throughout the city for 
the local food pantries, 
however, I need someone with 
a truck to help with that.  The 

time is 8:00 AM, easy task, pick-up at City Hall (I’ll meet 
you there) and then deliver to Murray and help put it into 
the blue room for sorting on Thursday. Contact me if you 
can help out. 
 
Donations of in-date food, paper goods and toiletri es 
to the Food Pantry are always needed and 
appreciated.  Requested items: pasta, rice, hearty soups, 
Parmalat, powdered milk, cereal, toilet paper, soap, 
shampoo. Please leave donations in the silver box near 
the Historical Room. Thank you for your support. 
 
 

FOOD ‘N FRIENDS SOUP KITCHEN 
 
Thank you to those who helped at the Nov. 29 th soup 
kitchen visit. The next Food n' Friends Soup Kitche n 
visit is on Saturday, December 27 th.  Ten to twelve 
volunteers are needed from 8:30am-12:15pm (or any 
amount of time you can give) at the Centenary Church 
located on the corner of 39 North Main and 15 Sanford 
Street, across from the Attleboro YMCA. Please use the 
entrance located down the ramp at the side of the 
building. Can you spare an hour or two, or even 30 
minutes to help others in need? Please contact Diane 
Beauvais for more information. 
 
We’re still looking for someone to step in and 
coordinate the monthly soup kitchen visits from 
Murray Church.  Please contact Janet Richardi or Diane 
Beauvais if you’re interested in learning more about what 
the job entails. 

 
 

UUSC COFFEE PROJECT 
 
Amplify Your Holiday Giving with Fair Trade 

 
Budgets are tighter for many of us this holiday season, so 
plan on getting the most good out of your spending by 
choosing Fair Trade gifts. When your congregation buys 
Equal Exchange coffee, tea, cocoa, and chocolate, they 
are supporting small farmers, Equal Exchange – a 
mission driven Fair Trade organization, our faith-based 
partner organizations and your place of worship! Not only 
are you supporting all of these organizations who are 
working towards a better world, you are sharing a high-
quality, useful gift with your friends and family.  
 
Other ways to have a Fair Trade holiday:  
 
Buy Fair Trade crafts, menorahs and decorations from 
organizations like Ten Thousand Villages 
(www.tenthousandvillages.com) and Global Exchange 
(www.globalexchangestore.org/holiday4.html)  
 
Join Fair Trade holiday caroling! With friends, family, 
congregation, or youth group, you can help spread the 
word about Fair Trade in your community and invite 
neighbors to make a New Years Resolution to start 
buying Fair Trade and making a difference in the New 
Year! Participants nationwide have submitted Fair Trade 
holiday carols, including secular carols, for this fun action 
to make a difference for producers around the world. Visit 
www.globalexchange.org/cocoa for more information.  
  

 

Annual Holiday Potluck and Yankee Swap  
 

Join us Saturday, December 13 th at 5pm in Fellowship 
Hall for a potluck dinner followed by Yankee Swap.  
Please note time change from previous years.  
 

Feel free to come for dinner, 
the swap, or both! If you wish 
to participate in the swap 
please bring a gift to 
exchange. There will be 
children and adult swaps. 
Suggested price limits are 
$10 for adult gifts and $5 for 
child gifts.  
 

If you have any questions, please contact Bethany 
Armour or the church office. 
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Equal Exchange coffee, tea and 
cocoa products are available for 
purchase at coffee hour each 
Sunday—Equal Exchange 
products are great for host/ess 
gifts, stocking stuffers, and to 
have on hand when friends stop 
by! Remember, every purchase 
benefits farmers, Equal Exchange 
employees (a local company), 
Murray Church, and you!  
 

 
"Fair Trade matters!" 
Thank you for your support, 

Liz Lamoureux 

 
UU Service Committee Update 

 
CELEBRATING  A UN 60th BIRTHDAY  

  
On December 10, 1948--60 years ago, just a few years 
after the end of World War II--the General Assembly of 
the United Nations adopted and proclaimed the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. 
 

This is the first line of its Preamble: "Whereas recognition 
of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable 
rights of all members of the human family is the 
foundation of freedom, justice, and peace in the world..." 
There are 30 articles proclaiming the foundation of every 
nation's and people's rights to live in freedom, justice, and 
peace. 
 

According to the Guinness Book of World Records, the 
UN Declaration, which appears in 300 languages, is the 
most translated document in the world. 
 

Says UUSC President Clements, "Throughout UUSC's 
history, a common thread has been our focus on social 
justice and human rights, as set forth in the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights."  The Declaration formed --
and still forms, 60 years later--the vision of the UU 
Service Committee. 

 
SUPPORTING UUSC 

 

This year at Murray, we encourage all contributions to the 
UU Service Committee to be gathered as the Christmas 
season is ending, on Sunday, January 4.  The 
contributions are then an extension of the spirit of the 
Christmas, our gift of help to those vast numbers of 
people in need across the planet.  
  

On January 4, we will place a big basket ready to receive 
at the back of the sanctuary. People who cannot be in 
church, of course, can mail in their contributions.. And the 
UUSC headquarters in Cambridge will be making 
reminder calls. 
  
UUSC requests that GAYT contributions and membership 
monies be in the form of checks made out to UUSC.  That 
means converting the coins and bills stuffed into our 
GAYT boxes. 
  
Checks for memberships are valid for one year.  
Additional contributions are gratefully received.  UUSC 
members stay up-to-date on human rights issues through 
regular mailings, action alerts, and the UUSC newsletter, 
"Rights Now." 
  
All individual and family unrestricted contributions of $100 
or more are eligible to be matched dollar for dollar by the 
UU Congregation at Shelter Rock in Manhasset, NY. 
Here are the amounts for membership categories for the 
year 2008-2009: 
  

$40, single regular membership 
$10, youth/student membership, per person 
$20, senior citizen (65 and over) 
$75, dual regular membership  

 
-Nancy Doyle, UUSC Rep at Murray Church 

 

 
 
 

DENOMINATIONAL NEWS  
 

UUA President, Rev. William G. Sinkford's 
2008 Pilgrimage to Africa  

 
UUA President, Rev. William G. Sinkford recently 
embarked on a 19-day pilgrimage to visit six African 
countries: South Africa, Uganda, Kenya, Senegal, Ghana 
and Nigeria. Four general goals of this journey were: 
 
�  To meet with old and new colleagues among the 

Unitarians and Unitarian Universalists of Kenya, 
Uganda, Nigeria and South Africa,  

�  To learn from the experience and wisdom of leaders 
in Truth and Reconciliation work in South Africa, 
including Archbishop Desmond Tutu,  

�  To learn from leaders of social justice and human 
rights organizations involved in diverse struggles, 
including: LGBT Rights, Fair Wages, HIV/AIDS, 
Women's Rights, and Socially Responsible Investing,  

�  To visit the UNESCO World Heritage site and witness 
to the Atlantic Slave Trade: Île de Gorée. 

 
Read about President Sinkford’s visit, view webcast s 
and blogs at: http://www.uua.org/news/sinkfordafrica/  
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Unitarian Universalists Respond to  
Tragedy in Knoxville  

 
A shooting on the morning of July 27, 2008, which came 
during a performance of a children’s play at the 
Tennessee Valley Unitarian Universalist Church (TVUUC) 
resulted in the death of one TVUUC member and one 
member of Westside Unitarian Universalist Church 
(located in Farragut, Tennessee) who was visiting 
TVUUC. Six adults were also injured but no children were 
harmed during the melee. The gunman was tackled by 
congregants and eventually taken into police custody. In 
the wake of this tragedy, Unitarian Universalists have 
rallied to offer ministry and support to the affected 
members of both Unitarian Universalist congregations. 
 
Read articles and responses to the Knoxville traged y 
online at:  http://www.uua.org/news/knoxville/   

MURRAY NEWS & UPDATES  
 

 

Are YOU Ready for Something Different? 
 
Beginning in January we are going to do something a little 
different in order to gather input for the future from 
everyone, members and friends, here at Murray Unitarian 
Universalist Church.  
 
We all have stories – stories are the lifeblood of who we 
are as a church – stories of our founding, stories of when 
and why you joined Murray Church, stories of things that 
happened just this past week.  We all remember 
occasions when, in our opinion, the congregation, the 
church was at its best – when we embodied our 
affirmation of faith in unique and profound ways. 
 
We will be introducing a process called Appreciative 
Inquiry that will help us ignite constructive dialogue and 
inspire action.  In other words, by discovering the best 
and most valuable stories and qualities of Murray Church, 
we will begin to construct a new way of looking at our 
congregation – a new way that has important links to the 
past and most helpful images of the future.  Murray 
Church is full of assets, capabilities, resources, and 
strengths that a just waiting to be located, affirmed, 
stretched, and encouraged.  Watch for more information 
in the January Universalist. 
 
“Congregations are where people come together, 
gathered by God to serve God’s intentions of renewing 
and redeeming the whole world in love…we must 
understand the underlying strengths of congregations that 
are most relevant to the enduring needs of our times. The 
precise way those strengths and needs intersect will 
constantly shift; and the precise activities, events, 
persons, and physical structures will shift with them. But if 
we understand our underlying strengths and move in faith 
toward our deepest sense of God’s hope, we can move in 
confidence”   -- Jimmy Carter,  Sources of Strength  
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“Soups from the Heart” Cookbook  

 

If you haven’t yet purchased your copy of our new Soups 
From the Heart cookbook, there are still some available. 
We’ll be selling them at Soup Sales this winter or you can 
buy them in the Murray Church office. At just $15.00 for 
your first copy or $14.00 each for two or more, you’ll want 
to get one for every cook on your gift list! 

 

 

Request from Finance Committee Regarding 
Change of Murray Fiscal Year Dates  

 

Due to the unanimous vote of the 
Annual Meeting of Murray Church in 
May of 2008 the fiscal year end will now 
be 6/30.  To accommodate this change 
we have recommended that all 
members be asked to extend their 
pledge by another two months. For 

example, if you had pledged $1200 for the 12 months 
ended 4/30/09, you will be asked to extend your pledge 
for two additional months at the same rate of $100 per 
month, for the 14-month period. In your upcoming pledge 
reminder, you will be asked to extend your pledge (or, 
increase it if possible!)  Your strong support of Murray is 
greatly appreciated.  Please feel free to contact Lucia 
Field or Diane Jones, Co-Governors of Finance if yo u 
have questions or for more information.  

 
 

Christmas Poinsettias  
 

It’s time to order poinsettias 
for Christmas. The 
poinsettias will be on the 
chancel table for Dec. 21st 
and Christmas Eve 
services. The color choices 
are red, white, pink, marble, 
and jingle bells (red with white splotches).  The final 
order date is Dec 7 th, and the price is $17 per plant.  To 
order, please see Irene Yutkins at church or call her at 
508-226-3109. 
 

 
 

DID YOU KNOW? Murray Church has extra parking 
space available at the medical office building located 
diagonally across from the church at 550 Main Street. If 
you arrive and cannot find a space here on the main lot, 
don't turn around and go back home! Please use this 
additional lot where you will surely be able to find a spot 
and park as close to the street as possible. Please be 
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very careful crossing Main Street as you approach and 
exit from the church property. Thanks for your 
cooperation and we are glad you come to Murray Church! 
 

 
 

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS  
 

We will present a Medieval 
celebration on February 28th, 
Saturday evening, at Murray 
Church in the Unity Room.  
There will be entertainment by 
River Heart (music and a Celtic 
storyteller).  We will need 
people to work on the snack 
food, publicity, decorations, 

music and entertainment, etc.  Your ideas are welcome. If 
you would like to join in the fun of preparing for this fund-
raiser, please contact Mary Whelan.  
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HONORING GIFTS 
 

If you’d like a unique way to 
publicly mark an anniversary, 
a special event, memorial 
date, birthday, with a donation 
to our church, simply fill out 
an Honoring Gift Form and 
turn it into the office with your 

check attached. Later, the honoree and reason for your 
tribute will be listed in this newsletter. Gifts of any amount 
are welcomed, they are tax-deductible, and you may 
specify your preference for how it will be spent. Please 
contact the church office at 508-222-0505 to participate, 
or visit our website: www.murrayuuchurch.org to print an 
Honoring Gift Form.  
 

 

 
 

Music Corner  
 
Our month of December music 
selections are very nearly set.  The 
choir will sing an Appalachian carol, 
a Praetorius motet telling of Mary’s 
eminent production of the birth of 

her son, and one of my own compositions based on a 16th 
Advent chant from Hungary.  I have taken some odd 
actions to harmonize it (putting the tune in a mirror image, 
having it sung backwards, using the voices in different 
keys and time signatures simultaneously), but it should be 

easy to listen to—especially if you speak Hungarian.   
 
Quartetto Sine Nomine is booked to provide music on the 
14th.  Music for Christmas is shaping up rapidly; we have 
several volunteers to provide items before the procession. 
 

~Dennis E. Ferguson, Director of Music 
 

 
 
 

 

           
 

SNOW CANCELLATION INFORMATION  
 

In the event that a Sunday Service is cancelled... 
 

WBZ-TV News will air cancellations during WBZ 
MorningNews at 5am, during the local news and during 
the CBS The Early Show program. Also, check the 
Providence TV stations, Channels 10 and 12. 
 
WBZ NewsRadio 1030AM will read the list of 
cancellations twice per hour (at :05 and :35 past) during 
StormCenter Operation. Or visit the WBZ website at 
www.wbz1030.com  Click on "StormCenter" �  then, go 
to "Religious" listings 
 

 
 
 
 

Please scroll down to the next page to view the 
Murray Church Activities & Events Calendar for 

December. 
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DECEMBER 2008 
Sunday Monday  Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

NOVEMBER 30 
 

9:00 AM Choir –
Sanc 
 

10:00 AM Worship 
Service & Church 
School 

 

7:30 PM Al-Anon 
– FH* 

DECEMBER 1 
11:30 AM Clara  

 

Barton Guild – JM  
1:30 PM Gold 
Dusters Board 
Mtg – FH* 
 

7:00 PM Yoga / 
Med – JM 
 

7:15 PM RE Cmte 
– UR 
 

8:00 PM 
Pathways– FH* 

2 
 

7:00 PM 
Religious 
Services 
Committee – JM 

3 
7:00 PM Parents 
of Teens – YGR 
 

7:00 PM Board of 
Trustees – UR 
 

7:00 PM RE 
Teacher Get-
Together – JM 

4 
 

11:30 AM 
Interfaith Group 
– JM  
 

7:00 PM 
Philosophers’ 
Café – YGR  
 

7:30 PM Choir – 
Sanc 

5 
 

1:00 PM Caring 
Committee – JM 

6 
 

10:00 AM Music 
Committee – JM 
 

7 
 

Pearl Harbor Day 
 

8:45 AM Holiday 
Fair Cmte – FH 
 

9:00 AM Choir -Sanc 
 

10:00 AM  
Worship Service 
& Church School 
 

11:45 AM 
Book Group – JM 

8 
 

7:00 PM 
Yoga / Med – JM 
 

7:00 PM 
Knitting Grp– YGR 
 

8:00 PM 
Pathways– FH* 

9 
 

7:15 PM 
Board of 
Governors – JM 
 
 

10 
 

7:00 PM Circle of 
Spirits – UR 
 
7:30 PM 
Property Cmte – 
Little Rm 

11 
 

7:00 PM 
Teen Book Grp 
– UR 
 

7:30 PM 
Choir – Sanc 

12 
 

 
 

13 
 

5:00 PM 
Annual Holiday 
Potluck & 
Yankee Swap – 
FH 

14 
 

9:00 AM Choir -Sanc 
 

10:00 AM  
Worship Service 
& Church School 
 

11:30 AM 
Soup Sale – UR 
 

7:30 PM  
Al-Anon – FH* 

15 
 

7:00 PM 
Yoga / Med – JM 
 

8:00 PM 
Pathways– FH* 

16 
 

1:00 PM 
BCD UUMA 
Cluster – JM 
 

7:15 PM 
Deacons & 
Deaconesses  
– JM 

17 
 

7:00 PM Circle of 
Spirits – UR 

18  
 

7:00 PM 
Philosophers’ 
Café – YGR 
 

7:30 PM 
Choir – Sanc 
 

7:30 PM 
Committee on 
Ministry – Study 

19 
 

7:00-8:30 PM 
Healing 
Resources for 
Depression  
– JM 

20 
 

 

21 

 

Winter Begins 
 

9:00 AM Choir -Sanc 
 

10:00 AM  
Intergenerational 
Worship Service 
& Pageant 
 

7:30 PM  
Al-Anon – FH* 
 

Universalist Article 
Deadline 
 

22 
 

Hanukkah 
 

7:00 PM 
Yoga / Med – JM 
 

7:00 PM 
Knitting Grp– YGR 
 

8:00 PM 
Pathways– FH* 

23 
 

7:30 PM 
Finance Cmte  
– Little Rm 

24 
 

6:30 PM 
Musical Prelude 
 
7:00 PM  
Christmas Eve 
Candlelight 
Service  
 

25 
 

Christmas Day 
 
 

26 
 

Kwanzaa 

27 
 

8:30AM-12:15PM 
Food’n Friends 
Soup Kitchen – 
Centenary Church 
 

   *Volunteers  
            needed 

28 
 

10:00 AM  
Solstice Service 
– UR  
 

7:30 PM  
Al-Anon – FH* 

29 
 

1:30 PM 
Gold Dusters 
Board Mtg – FH* 
 

7:00 PM 
Yoga / Med – JM 
 

8:00 PM 
Pathways– FH* 

30 
 

7:00 PM 
Photography 
Group – UR 

31 
 

New Years Eve  
 

JANUARY 1 
 

New Years Day 
 
 

2 
 

 

3 
 

10:00 AM 
Music Committee 
– JM 

Abbreviation Codes  
* = non-church activity – renter; RE = Religious Ed ucation; BCD = Ballou Channing District;  

UUA = Unitarian Universalist Association; JM = John  Murray Room; FH = Fellowship Hall; UR = Unity Room ;  
YGR = Youth Group Room; N = Nursery; HR = Historica l Room; Office = Church Office;  

Study = Minister’ s Office; Sanc = Sanctuary �
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Join us on Saturday, Dec. 13 th 
at 5:00PM for our Holiday 
Potluck & Yankee Swap. 
 

Join us on Sunday, Dec. 14 th 
for a special music service with 
Quartetto Sine Nomine .  
 

Join us on Sunday, Dec. 21 st 
for the Seventh Annual, No-
Fuss, No-Frills, Come-As-You-
Are Christmas Pageant.  Casting 
call will be held at 9:00 AM sharp 
in Fellowship Hall on the morning 
of the pageant. All are welcome 
to participate! 

 

Join us on Christmas Eve for 
our annual Candlelight Service.  
The Musical Prelude begins at 
6:30 PM, and the service begins 
at 7:00 PM. 
 

Join us on Sunday, Dec. 28 th in 
the Unity Room at 10 AM for our 
Winter Solstice Service.  
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