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WORSHIP SERVICES 
 
12/2  “Watching and Waiting”          
           The Rev. Sandra D. Fitz-Henry 
 
12/9  “Slow Down, Be at Peace”                
           The Rev. Judith A. Downing,  
           Guest Minister 
 
12/16 “Change of Heart” 
            The Rev. Sandra D. Fitz-Henry 
            Quartetto Sine Nomine 
            Dennis Ferguson & Friends 
 
12/23 “Pageant, Story and Song” 
            The Rev. Sandra D. Fitz-Henry 
            and Nan Loggains, DRE 
 
12/24  Christmas Eve- 
           Candlelight Service  7:00 PM 
           with Musical Prelude at 6:30 PM 
 
12/30 “Solstice Myths”  
            Religious Services Committee 
            Service held in the Unity Room 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FROM THE MINISTER 
 

“Somewhere something incredible is waiting to happen.” Carl Sagan 
 
So many people deserve thanks for once again, yes, once again pulling 
off a marvelous Holiday Fair that brought the biggest smiles I’ve ever 
seen. Hats off to Shelly Freddo and Betsy Bullock for their extraordinary 
job of co-chairing, to Bev Hall for finding personnel for each room, and to 
Peggy Dixon and Ned Cooke, Fair Treasurer and Collector. Thanks to all 
the room chairs, raffle chairs, and to all the assistants. And thanks to 
those (you know who you are) who came during all the weeks of the fall 
to do the steady, advance work of getting ready.  It is a huge task.  
 
It is this care-full preparation that readies the wonder of those days. The 
Fair is not “thrown together,” and it shows it! Fair-goers really and truly 
seemed to feel that they had found something wonderful  -- great 
cookies, great books and toys, real deals, marvelous raffle items.  Best 
of all, the spirit of generosity was alive and well and its effects were 
visible up and down the halls -- the biggest smiles of happiness ever. 
 
Yesterday I stood in the Unity Room, empty of all the Fair set-up, its 
activity and happiness now a memory.  I stood there in the open space, 
after moving the Tree of Thanksgiving from the sanctuary into this room. 
The tree, part of our Thanksgiving intergenerational service, was partially 
filled with our orange, tan, red, gold and yellow messages of gratitude. I 
took some time to hang the remaining leaves of gratitude on the 
branches and to read them as they were added, one by one -- a litany of 
so many ways to be thankful. A veritable chorus – of voices young and 
old and in between – a silent hymn of thanksgiving. 
 
It seemed to me that this activity was perfect preparation for the holiday 
season that officially begins now. Why? Simply and most importantly, 
because it had to be done slowly, intentionally, patiently. It simply 
couldn’t be hurried.  It meant taking time to experience what was 
happening -- placing each leaf carefully on a branch, now newly leafed-
out with the colors of gratitude’s abundance. Slowing down. 
 
I was reminded of Christmas tree decorating in my family growing up.  
One of the family “rules” was that in hanging tinsel each strand must be 
hung individually. Yikes!! As kids, all excited, that was a challenge. There 
was to be no standing off and hurling handfuls of tinsel all over the tree 
(as much fun as that might seem).  To be beautiful, so the tradition went, 
all the strands needed to hang as icicles would -- singly and vertically.  It 
had to be done slowly, carefully, intentionally and patiently.  And the 
results were beautiful. 
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
We are an active congregation who 

come together in fellowship to maintain 
an environment that promotes spiritual 

growth for individuals and families  
and affirms diversity of belief. 

 
We reach out in a caring way within 

our church and beyond with a 
commitment 

to build a more loving community. 



Slowing down, just when the stores and the media all 
urge us to do the opposite – to hustle and bustle and get 
frenetic – is not so easy to do. Slowing down at this time 
is almost a radical act. I highly recommend it.     
 
As the days grow shorter and the darkness lingers longer 
we prepare for the arrival of that “something” we long for, 
or remember, or sense just around the corner. Something 
of the warmth, magic and truth of this season. Perhaps 
we await the awakening to life of that peace and good will 
that our hearts know is possible, but that we forget over 
and over again. Perhaps we await a renewed heart that 
remembers in a new way that Love is the center of our 
being.   
 
This season of Advent, give the gift of time to yourself 
and others. Prepare by taking time to light candles of 
peace, candles of silence, candles of hope, candles of 
love, candles of connection. Candles – that give light and 
warmth and burn steadily and slowly. We can’t hurry the 
Spirit of Peace, of Joy, of Love….but we can invite them 
into our lives by slowing down, making space, preparing a 
place.   
 
Simply take the time to be where you find yourself this 
year at this time -- present at this very moment in your 
lifetime, in our world, and imagining how to magnify 
peace and good will wherever you are—one strand, one 
leaf at a time.     
 
May the days and weeks of this season be abundantly 
filled with the enduring gifts of hope, peace, joy and love. 
 

Sandra 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SUNDAY SERVICE ON DECEMBER 9 
 
I will be away on the weekend of December 8, attending a 
memorial gathering in honor of my niece, who died 
unexpectedly on November 11.   
 
The Rev. Judith Downing will be in the pulpit on Sunday, 
December 9.  Rev. Downing has served churches in 
Tennessee, Pennsylvania, Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island. About her sermon, “Slow Down, Be at Peace,” she 
writes, “This could be, for us, a season of reverence, 
peace, simplicity and relative quiet instead of what the 
culture and the marketplace has created.” She will reflect 
on ways to make it a more manageable and spiritual time.   
 

FROM THE RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION DIRECTOR 

 
“Christmas is most truly Christmas when we celebrate it 

by giving the light of love to those who need it most.” 
 
 

~ Ruth Carter Stapleton 
 
The pageant is coming!  The pageant is coming!  Mark 
your calendars and join in a Murray Church tradition.  The 
Sixth Annual, No-Fuss, No-Frills, Come-As-You-Are 
Christmas Pageant will take place during the 
intergenerational holiday service on Sunday morning, 
December 23rd.  The casting call will be held at nine 
o’clock sharp in Fellowship Hall on the morning of the 
pageant.  Everyone who arrives on time is guaranteed a 
part in this year’s production.  We will also need senior 
angels and shepherds to guide our youngest cast 
members.  Several volunteers are needed to help with 
props, scenery, and costumes on the morning of the 
pageant.  Children and adults of all ages are invited to 
join in the fun.  Relatives, friends, and neighbors are also 
invited to join this year’s cast.   
 
For many years the Giving Tree has been a Murray 
Church tradition.  This past Sunday the Giving Tree was 
adorned with ornaments made by our young people.  
Each ornament represents a gift request for a toy for a 
needy child.  Please consider selecting an ornament, 
purchasing a gift, and making the holiday brighter for a 
child in need.  You may leave your donations in the Toys 
for Tots bin located near the tree in the Unity Room.  
Toys should be unwrapped.  If you weren’t able to select 
an ornament, you can still join in the spirit of giving—just 
bring a new, unwrapped toy to church.  
 
During December, Intersession is held for children in 
preschool through eighth grade.  During Intersession 
Sundays our children engage in group activities.  
Intersession also provides a break during the busy 
holiday season for our volunteer teachers (many of whom 
still help with programming during December).  It allows 
our teachers to spend time in the sanctuary too.  
Intersession is also a time in which all of our children can 
get to know each other better. This year Intersession will 
include a variety of activities—learning about Clara 
Barton, the Universalist founder of the American Red 
Cross, learning about a number of Hanukkah traditions, 
and Solstice activities.   
 
The Youth Group is currently on sabbatical.  Despite our 
best efforts we were unable to recruit a second adult to 
lead the group this year.  Attendance was also very 
sparse.  High school aged youth are invited to attend the 
service in the sanctuary, join the choir, or volunteer to 
serve as an assistant teacher in one of our Sunday 
school classes.  High school youth are also encouraged 
to attend Philosophers’ Café and the Teen Book Group.  
We do have a sizeable group of young people currently in 
OWL who may be attending Youth Group next year.  It is 
my hope that two adults will volunteer to lead Youth 
Group next fall.  Our high school aged youth are an 
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important part of the Murray community.  Thank you to 
Deb Laferriere for leading the Youth Group this fall. 
 
The Philosophers’ Café, a discussion group for high 
school aged youth, will meet on December 6th and 20th 
from 7 to 8:30 p.m. in the Purple Chat Group.  Come 
engage in lively discussion and make new friends.  Thank 
you to Jeremy Paquette who is co-facilitating the group 
with me this year.   
 
The next session of the Teen Book Group will be held on 
Tuesday evening, December 4th from 7 to 8:30 p.m. in 
the Unity Room.  The group will be discussing Black Like 
Me, by John Howard Griffin.  Come enjoy the lively 
literary discussion, the cozy fire, and the scrumptious 
snacks.  You may even bring a friend!  January’s book 
will be Soon I Will Be Invincible by Austin Grossman.  The 
January teen book discussion will be held on the second 
Tuesday of the month because of the New Year’s holiday.  
 
We’ll be discussing religion and politics in a new adult RE 
program, “Religion and Politics in The West Wing” on 
Wednesday evenings beginning January 23rd.  The 
program is for adults and high school age youth.  Be sure 
to sign-up on the form posted outside the Religious 
Education office. 
 
Where’s the DRE?  No, I haven’t been abducted by 
aliens.  Due to a series of unforeseen events, I am 
currently co-teaching Our Whole Lives (OWL) with Joe 
Beauvais on Sunday mornings.  Since the class is being 
taught from 9:30 to 11:30 I don’t have the opportunity to 
see many of you.  Please don’t hesitate to call or e-mail 
me if you have questions or concerns.  My phone number 
and e-mail address are in the church directory. A special 
thanks to Patrick Kenney, Governor of Religious 
Education and Rick Millard, Chair of the Religious 
Education Committee, who have been leading Youth 
Worship and ensuring that our Sunday school program 
runs smoothly during my teaching stint. 
 

See you in church! 
Nan Loggains 

 
 

 
 

PHILOSOPHERS’ CAFÉ  
Philosophers' Café, a discussion group for high school 

aged youth, will meet on Thursday evenings,  
December 6th & 20th at 7 p.m. in the Youth Group Room 

(Purple Chat Room). Newcomers welcome. 
 

 

 
 

MURRAY CHURCH TEEN BOOK GROUP  
 

 
 

Will discuss Black Like Me  by John Howard Griffin 
on Tuesday, December 4, 2007 

7 to 8:30 p.m. in the Unity Room 
 

 
 

And Soon I Will Be Invincible  by Austin Grossman 
on Tuesday, January 8, 2007 

7 to 8:30 p.m. in the Unity Room 
 

 
 
 

ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
 
FIRST SUNDAY BOOK and LUNCH BUNCH 
 

The First Sunday Murray Book 
and Lunch Bunch will be 
meeting on December 2 nd  to 
discuss The Tortilla Curtain. 
This novel, by author T.C. Boyle, 
is about middle-class values, 
illegal immigration, xenophobia, 
poverty, and environmental 
destruction.  Join us for 
discussion and light lunch at 
11:45 in the John Murray 

Room.  The book for the January 6 th discussion is She’s 
Not There, A Life in Two Genders by Jennifer F. Boylan. 
 
HEALING RESOURCES FOR DEPRESSION 
 

Friday, December 21 st in the Unity Room, 7-8:30 pm.   
Members and Friends of Murray Church are invited to 
attend this confidential, supportive group.   
Contact person:  Gretchen Robinson (508) 226-2910  
or whistling_girl@msn.com. 



 4

ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
(continued)  

 

MEDITATION 
 

Join Murray members and friends in group meditation on 
Monday nights from 7:30 - 8:30 PM  in the John Murray 
Room. Newcomers to the practice are welcome and 
instruction in the process of mindfulness meditation will 
be offered. Meditation can involve "watching the breath," 
focusing on a mantra, gazing at a candle or other means 
to focus one's attention on the present moment and bring 
about total relaxation. Whatever the strategy the benefits 
are many including release of tension, stress reduction, 
and increased awareness, concentration, and memory. 
Contact Karla Bassler or Barbara Clark for further 
information.  

 
CIRCLE OF SPIRITS 
 

Wednesdays, Dec. 12 th  & 19th , 7pm in the Unity Room  
The Circle of Spirits is an earth-based pagan spiritual 
group. We celebrate the Wiccan holiday and learn/teach 
other earth based pagan aspects such as tarot, runes and 
herbs. All are welcome!  Contact Jessica Brien and 
Claudia Cruz-Teixeira at CircleofSpirits@gmail.com  for 
more information. 

 
PARENTS OF TEENS SUPPORT GROUP 
 

Parents of Teens support group will meet on Monday 
evening, December 10 th at 7 p.m. in the Unity Room.  
Newcomers welcome. 

 
SEPERATION / DIVORCE RESOURCE & 
SUPPORT GROUP AT MURRAY 
 

Begins in January. This will be a monthly Resource and 
Support group for folks involved in separation or divorce. 
It will be an informal group, a time to share experiences 
and emotional and spiritual resources. Please let me 
know of your interest, and if you have questions.  
-Sandra (508 222-0505 or sandra.fitzhenry@verizon.net) 
 
 

 

COMING IN JANUARY  
 

“Religion and Politics in The West Wing”  
 

Wednesday Evenings 
7:15 to 9:00 

 

JAN. 23 rd – FEB. 20 th 
 
 

*Sign-up  for this 
exciting new Adult RE 

series on the form 
posted outside the  

RE office. 
 

ADVOCACY & SERVICE  
 

FOOD ‘N FRIENDS SOUP KITCHEN  
 

 
 

The Food 'n Friends soup kitchen visit for December  
is the 22 nd. Please mark your calendar and join us for 
fellowship, laughter and a little hard work to help others 
who are not as fortunate as some of us. We will meet at 
the Centenary Church  (pictured above) located at the 
corner of 39 North Main and 15 Sanford Streets, across 
from the Attleboro YMCA. It has been requested that 
we use the new entrance located up the ramp at the front 
of the building. Any help between 8:30 and 12:15 is 
always greatly appreciated. Questions may be sent to 
Diane at dmbeau@verizon.net 
 
MURRAY FOOD PANTRY UPDATE 
 

    As many of you know there is much need in the area 
for food, some children in Attleboro and surrounding 
communities go to bed hungry most nights.  Murray 
Unitarian Universalist Church can help.  We are a part of 
the food distribution system for the larger food bank and 
we have volunteers that pick up and bag food for people 
to pick up at our church.  Sue Kline and Janet Richardi 
coordinate the Murray Food Pantry. Sue works to ensure 
that bags of food are readily available for people to come 
and pick up.  That entails ordering, coordinating the 
delivery of, and bagging the food. Janet now coordinates 
volunteers to staff the food panty. 
 

    It has been decided to open the Murray food pantry two 
days a week, Mondays and Thursdays, 10:00 AM till 
12:00 Noon.  On Thursday’s Dawn Casstevens, in her 
capacity as Office Administrator, as volunteered to cover 
and distribute food bags.  On Monday’s we will need 
volunteers to come forth and provide coverage and Janet 
will be coordinating that process.  Many thanks to the 
Barrows, Don and Ellen, for covering the Mondays in 
November. December Mondays will be covered by Judith 
Hague, thank you Judith. 
 

    Coverage for the Mondays in 2008 is now needed.  
The job is an easy one, sit in the Food Pantry room – the 
space across from the church office – and distribute food 
bags as people come in, there are about eight or ten 
visitors during that two hour period.  As I stated last 
month, it would be great to have four to six volunteers 
who could share the Mondays.  If you can do one or more 
of the Mondays, please let Janet know – phone 508-285-
6078 or email janetrichardi@comcast.net.   
Let’s make sure that Murray is doing its’ part to ensure 
that no child goes to bed hungry! 
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UU SERVICE COMMITTEE UPDATES 

 
 

PHOTO: Back from Katrina –  At the kickoff ceremony of 
Guest At Your Table in October, UU Service Committee 
Representatives Nancy Nowak (in t-shirt) and Ellen 
Snoeyenbos were joined by UUSC members at Murray, 
Liz Lamoureux (left) and Nancy Doyle (right). 
 
SUPPORTING WORK OF THE UUSC 
 

Although this year's promotion of Guest At Your Table 
concluded on November 25, there is always time to add 
your contributions to support the work of the UU Service 
Committee. 
 
Contributions, in the form of checks clearly made out to 
"UUSC," can be mailed to Murray or put in the collection 
plate when you attend services.  Or you can send checks 
directly to this new address: UUSC, 689 Mass. Avenue, 
Cambridge, MA 02139-3302. 
 
All individual and family unrestricted contributions of $100 
or more will be eligible to be matched by the UU 
Congregation of Shelter Rock in Manhasset, NY. 

 

 
 

COFFEE, TEA, COCOA & CHOCOLATE 
MAKE GREAT HOLIDAY GIFTS 

 
Equal Exchange products make great gifts with a 

conscience, and all the profits stay at Murray.  
See Liz Lamoureux at Coffee Hour to find out more  

and make your Holiday purchases! 
�

DENOMINATIONAL NEWS  
 

An Invitation  
 

The Ballou Channing District Board requests your 
presence at one of our regional information meetings on 
Cedar Hill. 
  
As we recently communicated, the Board has received an 
outline or "roadmap" from a neighbor for placing a 
conservation restriction on the land, with financial 
consideration to the district for this action. 
  
In planning our response, the Board is considering the 
terms and conditions of the conservation restriction, 
financial remuneration, and the terms of ownership and 
use of Cedar Hill. We are interested in getting maximum 
input for these negotiations and would appreciate 
feedback from BCD member congregations at one of the 
following sessions: 
  

Monday, December 3 
Westminster Unitarian Church 
119 Kenyon Ave, East Greenwich, RI 
 

Tuesday, December 4 
First Parish Church, Brewster           
1969 Main Street, Brewster  
 

Wednesday, December 12 
First Parish Plymouth 
19 Town Square, Plymouth 
 

Wednesday, December 12 
First Unitarian Church, New Bedford 
71 Eight Street, New Bedford 
 

*All meetings will start at 7:00 p.m.  
 
 

Recruiting Potential Members for a  
UUA Trustee Created Task Force  

 
The Committee on Committees of the UUA Board of 
Trustees is accepting applications to be considered for 
membership (five plus a Board liaison) on the Fifth 
Principle Task Force.  The Task Force was approved by 
the Board in October, 2007 and is charged to present 
recommendations on the future configuration and content 
of General Assembly.  Members must be very familiar 
with all aspects of General Assembly, including pre-GA 
functions, as well as the role of General Assembly in the 
democratic processes of the Association.  The Task 
Force will begin its work prior to GA 2008 and provide a 
final report to the UUA Board of Trustees by April 2010. 
 
Links to further information about the Task Force and to 
the online application can be found at 
uua.org/aboutus/governance/7313.shtml.  The deadline 
for applications is December 7, 2007.  
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAY WISHES GO OUT TO:  
�
12/3 Dave Laferriere 
 

12/4 Bob Baldwin 
 Dick Madden 
 Ashlin Treadway 
 

12/5 Ross Morrow 
 Laura Kischitz 
 

12/8 Patrick Zysk 
 David Eaton 
 Abigail Depin 
 

12/9 Karla Bassler 
 

12/10 Keri Schumm 
 

12/11 Kathy Baldwin 
 

12/12 Ethel McLean 
 Adam Grantham-Coogan 
 Maura Zysk 
 

12/15 Sarah Taylor 
 Evan Merck 
 Pilar Beerman-Rodriguez 
 

12/16 Bruce Field 
 

12/17 Roy Belcher 
 Arlyss Botsford-Milne 
 Stephen Tesco 
 

12/18 Georgia Hunter 
 

12/19 Tom Hunter 
 Aaron Legg 
 Elizabeth Allen 
 

12/20 Benjamin Legg 
 

12/21 Nathan Cauldwell 
 Will Lawes 
 

12/23 Jessica Cabral 
 

12/24 Anne Nakshian 
 Wesley Farinacci 
 

12/27 Judy Gifford 
 Joan Laurila 
 Mason MacDonald 
 

12/28 Gretchen Robinson 
 Jim Nerney 
 

12/29 Jackie Gordon 
 Skip Bridges 
 Katelynn Brien 
2 

12/30 Jacqui Wilkinson 
 

12/31 Suzanne LeStage 
 Jane Miller 

 

����������	
����
 

We are holding Judy DePue and Tom Lamonte in heart 
and thought as Judy undergoes treatment for non-

Hodgkins Lymphoma. The support, well wishes, and 
prayers are greatly appreciated.�

 
We were saddened to learn of the death of Rick 

Schwertner on November 16. Rick was the founder of 
Pinecroft School in Norton and its director for 25 years. 

Our condolences to his family and all his friends. 
 

Our thoughts are with Lori Mullin who was recently 
hospitalized in Intensive Care at Sturdy. We extend our 

best wishes for a steady recovery. 
 

Our thoughts are with Robert Cauldwell, who recently 
underwent surgery and is recovering in the ICU  

at Sturdy Memorial Hospital. Our thoughts are also with 
Robert’s wife, Kristi and his mother, Ann. 

 
Best wishes to Heidi and Tony Ferreira as Heidi finishes 

her first semester of law school, and Tony recovers 
steadily at home from a recent health emergency. 

 
Our deepest condolences to Jacqui and Joe Howard on 

the passing of Jacqui’s birth father, Bill Irwin, on 
November 27th at the age of 83. 

 

 
 

HONORING GIFTS 
 

If you’d like a unique way to publicly mark an anniversary, 
a special event, memorial date, birthday, with a donation 
to our church, simply fill out an Honoring Gift Form and 
turn it into the office with your check attached. Later, the 
honoree and reason for your tribute will be listed in the 
newsletter. Please contact the church office to participate. 
 

 
 
CHURCH DIRECTORY INFORMATION UPDATES 
 

Please note the following update in your directory… 
 
Scott Mercier’s new email: scottmercier@comcast.net 
 
 

*Please help us keep our information current by letting us 
know whenever you update your contact information.  
Call the church office at 508-222-0505 or email: 
Murray.ch@verizon.net or send us a note in the mail. 
 
 
 

Need a Murray Church Nametag?  

If you need a new or replacement nametag please see, 
call or email Barbara Clark. (508) 222-6164, 
barbjclark@gmail.com 
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MURRAY MEMBER MEMOS 
 
 

Christmas Poinsettias  
 

It’s time to start thinking of ordering poinsettias for 
Christmas. The poinsettias will be on the chancel table for 

Dec 23rd and Christmas Eve 
services. The colors are red, 
white, pink, marble, and 
jingle bells (red with white 
splotches).  The final order 
date is Dec 9 th , and the 
price is $16 per plant.  See 
Irene Yutkins at church or 
call her at 508-226-3109. 
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Participate in our Annual Yankee Swap! 
 

Join us Saturday, December 
15th  for a Yankee Swap.  
A potluck dinner will start the 
evening at 5:30pm in 
Fellowship Hall followed by 
the swap. Please bring a gift 
between $10-15 to exchange, 
$5 for the children's swap. If 
you are interested in 

participating or have any questions please contact 
Bethany Armour at bethanyarmour@yahoo.com or 508-
695-2128. 
 

 
 

Request for Songbird Birdseed for 
the Memorial Garden  
Willing to donate some birdseed for our 
feathered visitors to the Memorial 
Garden this winter? If yes, please call 
Rusty Morrow for details. 
 

 

Join Us for our Annual Winter Solstice Service at 
10AM on Sunday, Dec. 30 th in the Unity Room  
 

“Solstice Myths” will be presented by the Religious  
Services Committee …In present time the Solstice and 
Christmas have been linked as one festival or day. In this 
service, we’ll explore some of the myths that Christmas 
has adopted. Origins no longer questioned, are actually 
very old, cultural and at one time were known as Solstice. 
 

 
 

The Chocolate Auction is on February 10 th 
 

Mark your calendars.  For 
newcomers, the Chocolate 
Auction happens following an 
abbreviated coffee hour in the 
Unity Room. Murray members 
and friends bake, cook, or 
sometimes purchase chocolate 
delicacies to be auctioned off. 
It's a live auction complete with 

runners, auctioneers, and 
bidding. A great opportunity to 
buy gifts for special someones in 
time for Valentine's Day and to 
support Murray Church. Please 
keep your eyes open for 
Valentine-related items, 
especially containers, to "dress-
up" the chocolate delights. 
Collection of these items will 
begin at a later date. Also 
needed are small, round paper 
doilies for bidding paddles.  

 

It would be great to have a co-worker to help plan the 
event, two heads being better than one.  Please call, 
email or see me if you'd like to team up. Barbara Clark, 
508-222-6164, barbjclark@gmail.com 
 

 

 

Book Drive  
 

I am initiating a local book drive for Marines stationed in 
Iraq. If you have paperback books in good condition and 
would like to donate them, please drop them off at Murray 
Church and mark the bag "For Marine Book Drive." 
Please keep in mind the intended audience when 
donating your paperbacks; no children's books are 
needed and no texts, etc.Thank you very much, 

Lauralyn Smith 
 

 
 

Happy Hanukkah, Merry Christmas, 
Joyful Solstice…  

We invite you to use the special Holiday offering envelope 
included in your newsletter if you would like to celebrate 

the season with a gift to Murray Church. 
Your special Holiday offerings are greatly appreciated. 
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* We’d like to acknowledge the many people who helped before, during and after the Fair whose photos are not on these  
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THANK YOU 
  

Thanks to everyone who responded so willingly to st aff the 
Holiday Fair.  You each make it a very special even t every year.   
It is the wonderful success it is because of the ef forts of each one 
of you. Thanks very much. 

                   Bev Hall,   
                  Personnel Coordinator  

pages. Your hard work and dedication are much appreciated! 
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Music Corner 
 

 During this December, the music will 
have much emphasis on Advent, 
Christmas and Winter topics. The 
choir will be singing two pieces of 

Michael Praetorius, as well as a modern winter lullaby. 
Quartetto Sine Nomine will be singing on the 16th. We 
also are anticipating some instrumental music on 
Christmas Eve.  
 
If you like pipe organs, you will enjoy a 2 1/4 minute audio 
slide show available on The Sun Chronicle website.  
Search: the sun chronicle multimedia & photo "pipe 
dreams." 
 

Dennis E. Ferguson 
Music Director 

 
 

From the Governors of Finance, 
Lucia Field and Diane Jones 

 

The BOG is grateful to Irene Yutkins, Murray's new 
Treasurer, who has been working hard to update the 
financial health of Murray Church.  Pledge revenues have 
lagged recently, so please keep your pledge current or 
get ahead! We are fortunate that expenses have lagged 
as well, but with temperatures dropping and heating oil 
rising, the trend will end swiftly. Many thanks for your 
continued support of Murray Church. 
 

 

 
COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY 

 
The Committee on Ministry meets once a month with the 
Rev. Sandra D. Fitz-Henry, our minister. Its members are 
MARY BASILONE, BILL FREDDO and DIANE JONES. 
 
Our Committee’s purpose is to strengthen the quality of 
ministry within the congregation. It serves as a support 
group for the minister and as an additional 
communication channel between minister and the 
congregation, and the congregation and our minister. 
 
Though our minister likes to receive feedback about the 
ministry of Murray Church directly, we want the 
congregation to know that the Committee on Ministry is 
another avenue you may use to convey any comments or 
suggestions you may have. 
 
We welcome your thoughts and observations, so please 
find us before or after church, in Coffee Hour, or just give 
us a call. Our phone numbers are in the Church Directory. 
 
 

 

From the Property Committee:  
 

Can you Lend a Helping Hand? 
 
   Seasons Greetings to all from the Property 
Committee and Gov. of Property!   As you all know, a 
decision was made at the last Annual Meeting to cut the 
working hours of our Church Sexton from 20 down to only 
15 hours per week in order to help meet our balanced 
budget goal. Obviously, the amount of work that is 
needed here did not go down - it stayed the same and 
sometimes even exceeds a "normal" week's worth of 
work due to unforeseen circumstances. When this 
happens, our Sexton must respond to the needs of the 
moment and other routine work may not get done due to 
the limitation on hours. As it is, we have already reduced 
his duties down to the most essential ones and this does 
not leave any room for extra projects or optional work 
activity.  
 
   How can you make sure Murray Church still gets 
the property care and maintenance it needs during 
this period?  You can lend a helping hand wherever 
possible! Some of the easiest ways are listed below: 
�  make sure all exterior doors are securely closed and 
locked before you leave the building or say to the people 
who remain from your group: "please make sure the 
door(s) are secured when you leave!" 
�  turn off all lights before you leave  
�  make sure all windows are closed and locked before 
you leave  
�  check room thermostats to make sure they are set 
back to the degrees on the label  
�  help set up and break down any tables and chairs 
needed for your group/meeting (good exercise!) 
�  pick up a broom/dust mop/dust pan and brush and 
clean up any areas you see that need some attention 
(more good exercise!)  
�  if a rug looks like it needs some freshening up after 
your meeting, consider pulling out the vacuum cleaner 
and giving it a few passes (even more good exercise!) 
�  help keep the kitchen clean and uncluttered (do not 
leave unwanted items there, remove all rubbish and put it 
in the dumpster, flatten all cardboard and put it in the 
correct dumpster!) 
�  wipe down any tables that your group used if there are 
fingerprints, drink residues, crumbs, etc.  
 
   Yes, our Sexton does many of these things but in a very 
busy church like ours (and with only 15 hours per week), 
some things will be missed in favor of others or certain 
urgent matters. All help will be appreciated and will assist 
us in making this new reduced work hours arrangement 
as successful as possible! 
  

      Thank you!  
      Jim Richardi, Governor of Property  
      Adam Zysk, Property Committee Chairperson 
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DECEMBER 2007 
Sunday Monday  Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

2 
 

9:00 AM Choir 
Rehearsal – Sanc 
 

10:00 AM Worship 
& Church School 
 

11:45 AM 
First Sun. Book & 
Lunch Bunch– JM 
 

2:00 PM 
Party Rental – UR 
 

7:30 PM  
Al-Anon – FH* 

3 
 

11:30 AM Clara 
Barton Guild – JM 
 

1:30 PM  
Gold Dusters  
Board Mtg – FH* 
 

7:15 PM RE 
Committee – UR 
 

7:30 PM 
Meditation – JM 
 

8:00 PM 
Pathways– FH* 

4 
 

*Hanukkah begins 
at sundown* 
 
7:00 PM  
Teen Book  
Group – YGR 
 

7:15 PM 
Membership – JM 

5 
 

*Hanukkah 
 
7:30 PM 
Property Cmte. – 
Little Rm  

6 
 

7:00 PM 
Philosopher’s 
Café– YGR&UR 
 

7:30 PM Choir 
Rehearsal – 
Sanc 

7 1 
 

10:00 AM  
Music Comm – 
JM 
 

3:00 - 5:00 PM 
Wine Tasting at 
The Paquettes 
 
 

8 
 

 

9  
 

8:45 AM Holiday 
Fair WrapUp – FH 
 

9:00 AM Choir 
Rehearsal – Sanc 
 

10:00 AM Worship 
& Church School 
 

11:30 AM 
Soup Sale – UR  
 

7:30 PM  
Al-Anon – FH* 

10 
 

7:00 PM Parents 
of Teens Support 
Group – UR  
 

7:00 PM 
Knitting Grp – 
YGR 
 

7:30 PM 
Meditation – JM 
 

8:00 PM 
Pathways– FH* 

11 
 

7:15 PM 
BOG – JM 

12 
 

10:00 AM 
Small Group 
Ministry – JM 
 

7:00 PM 
Circle of Spirits – 
UR 

13 
 

7:30 PM Choir 
Rehearsal – 
Sanc 

14 

 
 

15 
 

5:00 PM 
ANNUAL 

YANKEE SWAP 
& POTLUCK 
DINNER – FH 

16 
 

9:00 AM Choir 
Rehearsal – Sanc 
 

10:00 AM Worship 
& Church School�
 

7:30 PM  
Al-Anon – FH* 
 

Universalist 
Article Deadline  

17 
 

7:30 PM 
Meditation – JM 
 

8:00 PM 
Pathways– FH* 

18 
 

3:00 PM 
Caring Comm – 
JM 
 

7:15 PM 
D&D’s –  JM 

19 
 

7:00 PM Circle of 
Spirits – UR 
 

7:00 PM  
Religious Serv. 
Comm – JM 

20 
 

7:00 PM 
Philosopher’s 
Café– YGR&UR 
 

7:30 PM Choir 
Rehearsal – 
Sanc 
 

7:30 PM 
Committee on 
Ministry – Study  

21 
 

Evening 
Wedding 
Rehearsal - 
Sanc 
 

7:00-8:30 PM 
Healing 
Resources–UR  
*Location   
   change 

22 
 

Winter begins 
 
8:30 AM 
Food’n Friends 
Soup Kitchen – 
Centenary 
Church  
 

5:00 PM 
Wedding - Sanc 

23 
 

9:00 AM  
Christmas Pageant 
Rehearsal – FH 
 

9:00 AM Choir 
Rehearsal – Sanc 
 

10:00 AM  
Intergenerational 
Christmas Pageant 
 

7:30 PM  
Al-Anon – FH* 

24 
 

6:30 PM 
Christmas Eve 
Musical Prelude 
 

7:00 PM 
Chrismas Eve 
Candlelight 
Service - Sanc 
 

8:00 PM 
Pathways– FH* 

25 
 

Christmas Day 

26 
 

Kwanzaa begins 
 

10:00 AM 
Small Group 
Ministry – JM 
(Check with  
Nancy Doyle) 
 

27 
 

28 
 

 

29 
 

30 
 

10:00 AM  
Winter Solstice 
Service - UR�
 

7:30 PM  
Al-Anon – FH* 

31 
 

1:30 PM 
Gold Dusters 
Board Mtg – FH* 
 

7:30 PM 
Meditation – JM 
(Check with  
Karla or Barbara) 
 

8:00 PM 
Pathways– FH* 
 

New Year’s Eve 

   

   

Abbreviation Codes  
* = non-church activity – renter; RE = Religious Ed ucation; BCD = Ballou Channing District; UUA = Unit arian Universalist Association;  

JM = John Murray Room; FH = Fellowship Hall; UR = U nity Room; YGR = Youth Group Room; N = Nursery;  
HR = Historical Room; Office = Church Office; Study  = Minister’s Office; Sanc = Sanctuary �
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Join us on December 23 rd for 
the Sixth Annual, No-Fuss, No-
Frills, Come-As-You-Are 
Christmas Pageant.  Casting call 
will be held at 9:00 AM sharp in 
Fellowship Hall on the morning of 
the pageant.  All are welcome to 
participate! 

 
 

Join us on Christmas Eve for 
our annual Candlelight Service.  
The Musical Prelude begins at 
6:30 PM, and the service begins 
at 7:00 PM. 

 
Join us on December 30 th in the 
Unity Room at 10 AM for our 
annual Winter Solstice Service. 
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