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WORSHIP SERVICES 
 
10/7    “Practice of Presence”  

The Rev. Sandra D. Fitz-Henry 
 
10/14   “The Time is Now” 
 Association Sunday 

The Rev. Sandra D. Fitz-Henry 
 
10/21   “The Strengths of Difference” 

 The Rev. Sandra D. Fitz-Henry 
 Fall Clean-Up at Murray 

 
10/28   "Back From Katrina " 

 Ellen Snoeyenbos,  
 District UUSC Representative 
 And Nancy Nowak,  
 UUSC National Representative 
 Religious Services Committee  
 GUEST AT YOUR TABLE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please Note:  The next Universalist deadline 
is Sunday, October 21, 2007 – early and  
on-time submissions are greatly appreciated. 

FROM THE MINISTER 
 

It was wonderful to gather Opening Sunday, with balloons and 
celebration coffee hour out in front, and to have so much participation in 
dedicating the new Memorial Garden Pathway.  So many took part in 
bringing the blessing of our communal water into the Memorial Garden.  
The pathway is such a visible expression of our desire to make Murray 
more “accessible” and invitational to all.  May we be on Sunday mornings 
as welcoming in words and actions as that pathway silently is.   
 
 This is the season of the Jewish High Holy Days, the ten days of 
reflection and repentance between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur 
during which one is encouraged to mend relationships. And consider 
deeply how one is spending one’s life time. “Now is the time for turning,” 
reads the meditation in our hymnal. Turning back to something deeper 
within.      
 
As Unitarian Universalists it is how we live that speaks the loudest about 
who we really are.  And often no one but you knows the little things you 
may be doing that, even in tiny ways, are helping to tilt the world toward 
justice or kindness.  So much of what we do of kindness, or reaching out, 
is not witnessed by anyone.  And so, as Richard Gilbert remarked, as a 
UU one is asked “to be good for goodness sake.”  Not for some reward 
in the future.   
 
There are opportunities for new beginnings always.  Beginning again is 
not just a one time event.  In a sense we do it every day.  Yes, we have 
our histories. But they do not define the whole of who we are. We are 
also the direction in which we are moving. In this sense one is always 
becoming.    
 
The great religions of the world teach that waking up, paying attention to 
how you are living right now, what you are choosing to use your time for, 
is the critical question. 
 
I came across a wonderful little story which illustrates this.  
 
An elderly carpenter was ready to retire.  He told his employer–
contractor of his plans to leave the house-building business and live a 
more leisurely life with his wife, enjoying his extended family.  He would 
miss the paycheck, but he needed to retire.  They could get by. 
 
The contractor was sorry to see his good worker go and asked if he 
could build just one more house as a personal favor.  The carpenter said 
yes, but in time it was easy to see that his heart was not in his work. 
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
We are an active congregation who 

come together in fellowship to maintain 
an environment that promotes spiritual 

growth for individuals and families  
and affirms diversity of belief. 

 
We reach out in a caring way within 

our church and beyond with a 
commitment 

to build a more loving community. 

 



He resorted to shoddy workmanship and used inferior 
materials. It was an unfortunate way to end a dedicated 
career. 
 
When the carpenter finished this work, the employer 
came to inspect the house. He handed the front-door key 
to the carpenter.  “This is your house,” he said. “My gift to 
you.”  The carpenter was shocked!  What a shame!  If he 
had only known he was building his own house, he would 
have done it all so differently. 
 
So it is with us.  We build our lives, a day at a time, often 
putting less than our best into the building.  Then, with a 
shock, we realize we have to live in the house we have 
built.  If we could do it over, we’d do it much differently.  
But we cannot go back. 
 
You are the carpenter.  Each day you hammer a nail, 
place a board, or erect a wall.  “Life is a do-it-yourself 
project,” someone has said. 
 
Your attitudes and the choices you make today build the 
“house” you live in tomorrow. Build wisely! 
 
May what we “build” together this year in community be 
solid and true, a gift from each one of us to the whole 
community. 

Sandra 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Association Sunday is Coming  
 
As Peter Morales says: “We UUs are fond of saying that 
ours is a faith with the power to transform lives and 
change the world.  The reality, alas, is that we have done 
a poor job of sharing our faith with a culture hungry for 
liberal religion.  Association Sunday is a modest, but 
important, step.  If we are going to make a difference in 
the lives of the spiritually hungry and religiously 
homeless, and if we are going to be a force for 
compassion and justice in the world, we must do so 
together.” 
 
On October 14, we will be joining thousands of Unitarian 
Universalists in affirming our common bonds and 
purposes on the first annual Association Sunday! 
 
Our liberal faith is needed to help heal our wounded 
world, and now it the time to pool our resources to let 
people know who we are and what we stand for. So, we 
will be taking a special collection for the growth and 
vitality of our congregations. Funds raised will be used for 
a national marketing campaign and for grants to 
congregations for growth outreach projects. 
 
On this special day we are being asked to give 
generously in support of the visionary projects that will 
secure the future and vitality of our faith. Come celebrate 
with us on Association Sunday! 

FROM THE DIRECTOR OF 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

 
“True religion is the life we lead, not the creed we 
profess.” 
                                                                  ~Louis Nizer 
 
The new church year has begun.  On the first Sunday we 
welcomed back dozens of Murray Church children and 
teens and met several new families too.  Every child 
registered on our first Sunday back received a balloon.  
Thank you to the many adults and children who arrived 
early to prepare the balloons and also to those who 
stayed to conduct the RE registration after church.  
 
Murray Church is fortunate to have a wonderful group of 
volunteers leading our young people this fall.  Deb 
Laferriere will be serving as youth advisor this year.  She 
needs at least one more person to assist her.  Joe 
Beauvais and Leigh-Ann Larson will both be returning to 
teach Our Whole Lives (OWL) this year.  Chris Gadbois 
and Rhonda McCormack will be teaching the middle 
school class.  Steve Bell, Charlotte Meehan, and Claire 
Kenney will be leading the fourth and fifth graders.  Bev 
Hall, Linda Millard, and Eric Higgins will be teaching the 
second and third grade group.  Lynne Narkiewicz and 
Joan Laurila will be guiding our kindergarteners and first 
graders.  Mike Casstevens, Phil Frink, Chris Sheridan, 
and Laura DeSimone will be teaching the preschool 
class.  Diane Beauvais is returning as our primary 
childcare provider in the Nursery.  In addition, high school 
students, Jackie Narkiewicz, and Robert Loggains will be 
serving as assistant teachers this fall. 
 
Every child and teen participating in any of our Religious 
Education programs must be registered.  If you have not 
yet registered your children, registration packets are 
located at the rear of the sanctuary and in the Unity 
Room.  This year the congregation voted to charge a fee 
for Religious Education.  The cost is $20 per child with a 
$50 maximum per family.  If you cannot afford the fee this 
year, the fee will be waived with no questions asked. 
 
Parents of children in first grade and below are reminded 
that they must pick up their children right after church 
ends each Sunday morning.  During coffee hour parents 
are responsible for the supervision of their children.  
Everyone is reminded that all of our teachers are 
volunteers and they appreciate parents and children 
helping them clean up after Sunday school ends.  
 
The first Murray Night of the new church year will be the 
annual Halloween Party, which will be held on Saturday 
evening, October 27th from 6:30 to 8 p.m. in Fellowship 
Hall.  The party will include a costume parade (with 
certificates for all participants), games, crafts, and the 
caldron of candy. 
 
The Teen Book Group will meet on Tuesday, October 2nd 
from 7 to 8:30 p.m. in the Unity Room.  The children will 
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be discussing Fahrenheit 451.  Parents and guardians 
are reminded that many of the books and group 
discussions may contain subject matter best suited to 
high school aged youth. 
 
The next session of the Philosophers’ Café, a discussion 
group for high school aged youth, will meet on Thursday 
evening, October 4th from 7 to 8:30 in the Youth Group 
Room.  Come enjoy the lively discussion and make new 
friends.  
 
Thank you to all of the generous Murray members and 
friends who donated supplies for the Religious Education 
program this fall.  With a tight Religious Education budget 
this year, donations of classroom supplies and craft 
materials are always appreciated. 
 
The October Religious Education Wish List is for pipe 
cleaners.  We used dozens of pipe cleaners every week.   
 
Each Sunday morning, during Youth Worship, the 
children participate in their own offertory.  Children are 
encouraged to give an offering to help them better 
understand the idea of stewardship.   
 
The Our Whole Lives class will begin on Sunday evening, 
October 14th.  The class is open to young people who are 
currently in the seventh through ninth grades.  We did not 
offer OWL last year.  Therefore, tenth graders who have 
not yet taken OWL are also eligible to attend this year’s 
class. 
 
See you in church! 

~Nan Loggains, DRE 
 

 

 
Teen Book Group  

will discuss Ray Bradbury’s Fahrenheit 451 on Tuesday, 
October 2nd, 2007at 7 p.m. in the Unity Room 

 
Philosophers' Café  

Philosophers' Cafe, a discussion group for high school 
aged youth, will meet Thursday evenings, October 4th and 
October 18th at 7 p.m. in the Youth Group Room (Purple 

Chat Room).  Newcomers welcome. 
 

Our Whole Lives (OWL)  
will begin on Sunday evening, October 14th 

 
 

 

Parents of Teens Support Group  
Parents of Teens support group will meet on Monday 

evening, October 15 th at 7 p.m. in the Unity Room.  
Newcomers welcome. 

 

ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
 
FIRST SUNDAY BOOK and 
LUNCH BUNCH 
We will begin our First Sunday Book 
Group gathering with a discussion of 
Fahrenheit 451, written by Ray 
Bradbury.   It is the book selected for 
the Big Read/ Attleboro’s 1 ABC. It 
was published over 50 years ago, 
and imagines a society in which all 
libraries have been burned, and the 
reading of books is a gravely 
punishable offense. This book invites 

one to consider whether what it describes has current 
relevance. What kinds of thought police exist today? 
What do you follow unquestioningly? What might the cost 
be of questioning?  Please join us for discussion and a 
light lunch in the John Murray Room on October 7 at  
11:45am. 
 

INTRODUCTION TO 
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISM 
A CHOSEN FAITH  
Are you eager to know more about 
this UU faith of ours?  Marilyn 
Sewall, minister of our UU church in 
Portland, Oregon writes, “Only a 
free faith, a chosen faith, offers the 
kind of engagement that wakes us 
up to ourselves and makes us 
willing to risk what we have for what 

we could become.” Find out more about what makes this 
the challenging and meaning filled faith it is. We meet 
every Thursday evening at 7:15 PM in the John 
Murray Room until Nov 1 st. Let me know of your interest 
by signing up on the RE bulletin board or calling the 
church office at 508-222-0505.    –Sandra 
 
MEDITATION 
Join Murray members and friends in group meditation on 
Monday nights from 7:30 - 8:30 PM  in the John Murray 
Room. Newcomers to the practice are welcome and 
instruction in the process of mindfulness meditation will 
be offered.  Meditation can involve "watching the breath", 
focusing on a mantra, gazing at a candle or other means 
to focus one's attention on the present moment and bring 
about total relaxation.  Whatever the strategy the benefits 
are many including release of tension, stress reduction, 
and increased awareness, concentration, and memory. 
Contact Karla Bassler or Barbara Clark for further 
information.  
 
HEALING RESOURCES FOR DEPRESSION 
The Healing Resources for Depression group meets 
Friday, October 12th from 7-8:30 pm in the John 
Murray Room.   This is an ongoing group that is open to 
any Murray member or friend whose life has been 
touched by depression.  
 

Contact person:  Gretchen Robinson 
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CIRCLE OF SPIRITS 
The Circle of Spirits  is an earth-based pagan spiritual 
group. We celebrate the Wiccan holiday and learn/teach 
other earth based pagan aspects such as tarot, runes and 
herbs. All are welcome!  Our next meetings are on 
Wednesdays, October 10 th & 24 th  at 7pm in the Unity 
Room. Contact Jessica Brien and Claudia Cruz-Teixeira 
at CircleofSpirits@gmail.com  for more information. 
 

Last Call to Join Our Excursion to 
Salem, MA Saturday, October 20 th 
 

Circle of Spirits is hosting a trip to 
Salem, MA on Saturday, October 20 th. 
Tickets are $31 per person, which 
includes the price of the bus and a lunch 
coupon for Red's Deli. The coupon 
covers a drink, sandwich and chips (a $6 

value). Also offered is the optional purchase of a $12 all 
day trolley pass. The Trolley circuits the town and has a 
running tour commentary. The bus departs from Murray 
Church at 8:00am. The returning bus departs Salem at 
4:00pm. We ask all attending to please be at Murray 
Church no later than 7:45am.   
*Contact Jessica Brien and Claudia Cruz-Teixeira at 
CircleofSpirits@gmail.com  to sign up by October 7 th 

 

 

ADVOCACY & SERVICE  
 

Food ‘N Friends Soup Kitchen  
 
Can you spare a few hours on the 4th Saturday of th e 
month? Not sure if you can commit?  Join the group 
email for a friendly monthly reminder. To add your name 
to the list, email Diane Beauvais. Ten to twelve volunteers 
are needed each month, look forward to hearing from you 
soon. 
 
Member contact information is in the Church directory. 
 
 

 

Food Pantry Update  
 
Many people in our local community depend on the food 
we provide through the Food Pantry at Murray Church. 
Often we have bags of food available, but we do not have 
enough volunteers to hand them out. If you are able to 
commit two hours of time to hand out bags at the church 
once or twice a month, we can continue to help those in 
need of food from our community. If interested, please 
call Sue Kline. Member contact information is in the 
Church directory. 
 

If you cannot volunteer your time, but 
would like to donate items, we are most 
in need of brown paper bags, rice, beans 
and soup. Please leave donations in the 
box under the Visitor’s Table in the foyer 
or in the church office. All donations are 
greatly appreciated! 

 
 

AT THE UU SERVICE COMMITTEE 
 

Clean water issues around the globe, including here in 
the U.S., continue as a major focus of the Service 
Committee. In the upcoming issue of "Rights Now," sent 
to every member of the UUSC three times a year, the 
newsletter zones in on the increasing threats to clean 
water around the world and the drastic repercussions 
involved. Watch for your copy! 
 

Last April at Murray, Patricia Jones, 
Manager of UUSC Environmental 
Justice Programs, presented the sermon 
on the right to safe, affordable water for 
all.  Stirred by her speeches at 
surrounding UU churches, a group of 15 
UUSC representatives from churches in 
the Ballou-Channing District, including 
Murray, met in Halifax with Ms. Jones to 

explore issues surrounding water and to consider 
coordinated action.  One of the issues is bottled water 
and depletion of local water supplies as well as the effect 
on landfills of millions of discarded plastic water bottles. 
 
The chaos in Darfur, war and peace, humanitarian 
disasters, and labor rights also continue as focal points at 
the UUSC.  More info is on its way.   

 
GUEST AT YOUR TABLE 
 

The kickoff for this year's Guest 
At Your Table, to benefit the UU 
Service Committee, will begin 
on October 28 th . 
 

Just back from New Orleans, on 
the second anniversary of Katrina, 
UUSC volunteers will tell us about 

their first-hand experiences working to help restore this 
partially ravished city where life has been turned upside 
down.  The incredible struggle continues. 
 

--Nancy Doyle, UUSC Representative at Murray 
 

UUSC Mission Statement: 
The Unitarian Universalist Service 
Committee advances human rights and 
social justice around the world, partnering 
with those who confront unjust power 
structures and mobilizing to challenge 
oppressive policies.  

  

UUSC Vision Statement: 
The Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC) 
envisions a world free from oppression and injustice, 
where all can realize their full human rights. 
 

Visit WWW.UUSC.ORG for more information. 
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Holiday Fair Craft Workshops 
 

Crafters, the Holiday Fair Committee needs your help!  If 
you can paint, glue, varnish, cut, knit, sew – or have your 
own special talent or craft ideas you would like to share – 
please join us on the following Saturday mornings (9 to 
12 noon) in Fellowship Hall.   
 

Upcoming Craft Workshop Dates:  
 

   Saturday, September 29 th … 9am–12pm 
   Saturday, October 6 th … 9am–12pm 
   Saturday, October 20 th … 9am–12pm 
   Saturday, October 27 th … 9am–12pm  
 

We'll bring the coffee, donuts and craft supplies.   
For additional information, contact Mary Basilone o r 
Lynne Narkiewicz. 
 

 
 

What’s in Grandma’s Attic? 
 

Save your gently used  but still useful household items 
for Grandma’s Attic. All items donated must be in good 
condition and saleable. Some examples of things 
shoppers look for are: clean dishes, glassware, knick-
knacks, and utensils, and working small appliances; 
barely used comforters, linens, and curtains; and furniture 
that is clean and in good condition.  
 
 

We cannot sell  anything that is broken, worn out, filthy, 
missing parts, beat up, trashed, or outdated  (such as 
computers, sporting equipment and TVs) and it is an 
expense to the church to dispose of these things. Please 
keep this in mind when you set aside your donations for 
Grandma’s Attic. Donations can be left in Fellowship Hall 
or call Donna Palmer to arrange a pickup. We also need 
any and all paper bags that you can spare. 
 

 
 

The Holiday Fair Gourmet Room  is looking for a 
co-chair or two to help longtime coordinator Frank 
Blackbird.  This is a great way to help the church, meet 
new Murray friends, and represent Murray Church to the 
public. The time commitment leading up to the fair is 
minimal as set up is done right before the fair and most of 
the work for this position happens on the two days of the 
fair.  And you don't have to cook!   
 

Contact Shelly Freddo or Betsey Bullock for details . 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What’s Cookin’ in the Bake Shop? 
 

The Apple Pie Workshop is on Monday, Columbus 
Day, October 8 th  from 9AM to 1PM. Hope you can join 
Donna Seagrave and the baking crew in the kitchen for 
this fun, annual event. Also, check your Order of Service 
each Sunday for dates and times to make cookie dough 
for the Bake Shop. Many hands are needed! 
 

 
 

Book Room Shelving Needed 
The book room for our annual holiday fair has a need for 
sturdy shelving on which to display the books.  Metal 
shelving would be useful for the hardcover books and 
heavy paperbacks.  Plastic crates are also needed for our 
many paperback books.  If anyone can donate these 
items please call the church and let us know.  Markman is 
limiting the church’s use of their furniture for use during 
the fair.   
 

Also remember to donate your good hardcover and 
paperback books. They may be dropped off at the church.  
If you have any questions, call Len or Irene Yutkin s.  
 

 
 

Request for Raffle Donations  
 

Have a great idea for the Holiday Fair Raffle that 
you're willing to put together?  Something you've seen 
done elsewhere that could be a big draw for the Murray 
Church Holiday Fair Raffle? No time to work at the Fair, 
but still want to contribute? If so, please let us know!  
We are especially interested in Theme/Gift Baskets, Gift 
Certificates, Hand-Made Arts & Crafts, Popular New 
Toys, Tickets to Local Events, and anything else you can 
think of that might draw raffle ticket sales.  
If you’re able to contribute, please contact Joan 
Laurila or Dawn Casstevens. All donations are greatly 
appreciated and tax deductible.  
 

 
 

Upcoming Fair Committee Meeting Dates:  
 

Sunday, Oct. 7 at 8:45am in Fellowship Hall 
Sunday, Oct. 21 at 8:45am in Fellowship Hall 
Sunday, Oct. 28 Fair Meeting/Mark Furniture  
Sunday, Nov. 4 is Set-Up Sunday    
 

 

�

2007 HOLIDAY FAIR NEWS  

The Murray Church Holiday Fair  is rapidly approaching and there are many things to be done to 
make this year’s event one of our best ever. There are so many ways you can help; whether you are 
able to commit just a little bit of time or a lot of it, donate some of your used items from home, make 
crafts, bake cookies, or work some hours during the Fair on Friday,  November 9 th  11AM to 7PM   
and Saturday, November 10 th 9AM to 3PM . Listed below are some of the opportunities and needs 
we currently have for the Holiday Fair. If you would like to help in any other way, please be sure to 
contact our friendly, dedicated Holiday Fair Co-Chairs, Shelly Freddo and Betsey Bullock. 
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     Despite the diligent efforts of our many  
     dedicated volunteers, we inadvertently 
     omitted the name of at least one valued 

member whose pledge was not properly recorded 
and, as a result, whose name was not noted in the 
previous edition of the Universalist.  We regret th e 
omission and ask forgiveness from the member 
listed below, and any who may not have contacted 
us.  We are deeply thankful for your generosity and  
stewardship, and also your patience and forgiveness . 
 

 

Lauralyn Smith 
 

 

 
PHOTO: The Rev. Sandra D. Fitz-Henry leading the Memorial Garden 
Path Dedication on September 9, 2007. (Photo Courtesy of Bill Freddo) 
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Members of the Memorial Garden Committee wish to 
express gratitude and appreciation to all of those who 
helped make the purchases of the new stone monument 
and the pavestone path materials possible and to those 
who have turned an already lovely garden into an even 
more sacred place in which to remember those members 
and friends of Murray Church who have gone before us. 
 
The hard, physical labor of laying the path was done by 
an all-volunteer group who met more than 400 hours over 
some of the hottest days of summer to complete the work 
in time for the opening of this Church year.  If you are 
interested in following the progress of the work, please 
check out the website at: www.murrayuuchurch.org 
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Please send your joys and concerns to be published in 
the November Universalist to Murray.ch@verizon.net or 

call the Murray Church Office at 508-222-0505����
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Special thanks to the individuals, groups and families who 
contributed their time and funding towards creating the 
new Memorial Garden Path. 

 
Roger Boucher & Ivan 

The Bragg Family 
Clara Barton Guild 

The Rev. Sandra D. Fitz-Henry 
Bill and Shelly Freddo 

Christine, Phil, Stephen and Hannah Gadbois 
Ingrid and Rob Hasselbaum 

Sheila Jacobs 
Nancy Johnson 

Memorial Gift Fund Administered by the Deacons & 
Deaconesses 

Bill and Russet Morrow 
Morse & Beggs 
Joann Oberbeck 
Donna Palmer 
Linda Saxton 

Lauralyn Smith in Memory of Charlie Carpenter 
Greg Wehmeyer 

Mary Whelan 
Adam, Maura, Patrick and Sarah Zysk 

 
 

Sunday Service, October 28 th: 
 

" Back From Katrina " with  
BCD District UUSC Rep. Ellen Snoeyenbos  

and UUSC National Rep. Nancy Nowak 
In Conjunction with the Religious Services Committe e 

 
"Back from Katrina" is the gripping focus of two outstand-
ing UU Service Committee representatives who returned 
from New Orleans in late September, the second anni-
versary of the hurricane that devastated the area. 
Murrayites contributed generously to that humanitarian 
crisis. What has happened in those two years? How has 
UUSC helped?  What has to happen next? 
 
Sharpening our focus on this critical subject will be Ellen 
Snoeyenbos, UUSC Representative for the Ballou-
Channing District, and Nancy Nowak, UUSC National 
Representative.  Their involvement and enthusiasm is  
infectious. Come hear!  
 

GUEST AT YOUR TABLE  
TO SUPPORT UUSC STARTS 10/28 

 

 
 

CLEAN-UP SUNDAY:  
The fall clean-up will be Sunday , 
October 21 st beginning at 8 AM.   
We need help with painting, 
pulling weeds, trimming bushes 
and trees and raking the grounds.  
As usual, we will have an 
excellent post-cleanup cookout.  
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Please see Adam Zysk or Jim Richardi for more 
information.  
 
WANTED -- FLOWER PEOPLE:  
On most Sundays as you enter the sanctuary for our 
Sunday service you undoubtedly notice the lovely floral 
arrangements on the chancel table.  These flowers are 
usually given in memory of loved ones or to celebrate a 
special event.  Some people choose to provide flowers for 
a particular Sunday on an annual basis.  These people 
are contacted each year to see if they wish to continue 
this practice.  I am looking for more people to do flowers 
on such an annual basis.  There are Sundays available 
during various months of the church year (Sept – June) 
especially November and January.  I also need people 
who I can call to do flowers on short notice because there 
are months with 5 Sundays.  If you are interested in 
providing flowers, please call me for complete 
details.             ~Irene Yutkins  
 
NURSERY ROOM REQUEST:  
Our toddler toys are showing their age. Donations of 
gently used, clean preshool toys would be greatly 
appreciated! Items may be dropped of at the nursery. 
Extra donations will be given to the holiday fair.  
 

Thank you in advance, 
Diane Beauvais 

 

Music Corner 
 

The month of October should turn out 
to be an interesting month for music. 
The “Low Voices of the Church” will 
be singing on the 2nd or 3rd Sunday of 
the month. The choir is working on 

three anthems found in the music library, two of which 
have not been sung here in the last nine years since I 
have been director of music at Murray.  
 

During the month of October (this is the first time I 
will offer and, who knows, it may be the last),  
requests will be taken for instrumental music items  
that have been favored by the congregants.  If you 
have a favorite style, composer or piece of music for 
organ or piano that “struck a chord” (sorry!), please send 
in a request to have it played during an appropriate time 
in the month. You can ask for a style (classical, 
impressionistic, jazz, etc.) or a composer (Bach, Mozart, 
Joplin) or a specific title, if you remember one. Choices 
are not limited to pieces that have actually been played, 
but the last five sonatas of Beethoven are forbidden 
choices on short notice. You get the point, so keep those 
cards and letters coming in. At this writing, I already have 
two requests. 

Dennis E. Ferguson 
Music Director 

 
HHOONNOORRIINNGG  GGIIFFTTSS    

 

IF YOU WISH TO HONOR SOMEONE 
OR CELEBRATE A SPECIAL 
OCCASION, CONSIDER MAKING A 

SPECIAL DONATION TO MURRAY CHURCH… If you’d 
like a unique way to publicly mark an anniversary, a 
special event, memorial date, birthday, with a donation to 
our church, simply fill out an Honoring Gift Form and turn 
it into the office with your check attached. Later, the 
honoree and reason for your tribute will be listed in the 
newsletter. Please contact the church office to participate. 
 
 
CHURCH DIRECTORY INFORMATION UPDATES:  
Please help us keep our information current by letting us  
know whenever you update your contact information. 
 

Clara Barton Rummage Sale 
 

Calling for your help once again. The Clara Barton 
Rummage Sale happens this October 12th & 13th. Your 
generous donations of clean and lightly used clothing will 
be appreciated. Household items are good, too! Please 
leave donated items in Fellowship Hall and label them 
“CB Rummage Sale.” 

                                       Thank You, 
                                       Doris Marvelle, CB President 

 
DENOMINATIONAL NEWS & EVENTS  

 
My Heart Is Moved  
A New CD by Carolyn 
McDade and Friends 
 
Launch Concert:  Sunday, 
October 21, 4:00pm  at the 
First Universalist Society of 
Franklin, 262 Chestnut 
Street, Franklin, MA 
 
Carolyn McDade (who 

wrote our Song of Affirmation, “Spirit of Life”) and Friends 
invite the community to sing the music from this new 
release ~ songs giving us an emotional entry into the 
profound wisdom of the Earth Charter and songs that pull 
us beyond the curve of time to establish our grounding in 
the community of life. 
 
 
Meadville Lombard Theological School  
 

POSITION OPEN: English Teacher and Program 
Coordinator for Transylvania  
 
Entering its eleventh year, the English instruction program 
in Transylvania supports English language teaching for 
Unitarian ministry students at the Protestant Theological 
Institute in Cluj/Kolozsvar, Romania. The program is 
sponsored and administered by Meadville Lombard 
Theological School and is partially funded by the 
Unitarian Universalist Partner Church Council.  
 
Meadville Lombard is seeking a half-time, permanent 
English Teacher/Coordinator to ensure English language 
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proficiency among Unitarian ministerial students.  S/he 
will also work with ministerial interns from North America 
who will assist in the work.  
 
An ideal candidate will either be a native speaker of 
English or a non-native speaker who has studied the 
language at the highest level possible. This candidate 
should have several years’ experience teaching, have 
excellent communication skills and be able to delegate 
responsibilities effectively.  
 
The position opens January 2008. Review of applications 
will begin immediately and will be considered until 
October 31, 2007. For more information or to apply, 
please send a letter of interest and a CV to Steven 
Mitchell (smitchell@meadville.edu).  
 
Meadville Lombard is committed to offering academic 
excellence to Unitarian Universalist ministers throughout 
the world.  Our English Teacher and Program Coordinator 
will live in Transylvania and teach English to Unitarian 
seminarians at the Protestant Theological Institute in 
Cluj/Kolozsvar, Romania. More information is available at 
our website:  www.meadville.edu  
 

 
UU New England Fall Conference  
 

“Ministry Matters: Strengthening 
Lay & Professional Leadership”  

 
Who should attend:  All current and future 
congregation leaders: presidents, officers, 

trustees, committee chairs, ministers, RE professionals, 
administrators, and all other staff people. 
 
UU Districts from the New England area are gathering in 
Worcester on Saturday, October 27  for a powerhouse 
regional conference that will feature great UU speakers 
like UUA Moderator Gini Courter, UUA finance guru 
Wayne Clark and the Rev. Rob Eller-Isaacs, President of 
the UU Ministers Association. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Unitarian Universalism is a tradition that depends upon 
the strength of its lay leadership to flourish. Our authority 
lies with our congregations and the ministries that they 
choose to live out in the world. At the same time, we call 
and hire professionals (Ministers, Religious Educators, 
Administrators and Musicians) to help lead and guide our 
communities. Ideally the relationship between our 
professionals and our lay leadership is complementary 
and mutually beneficial, but sometimes, inevitably, 

tensions occur in figuring out who is truly responsible for 
what.  
 
Gini Courter, Moderator of the UUA, and the Rev. Rob 
Eller-Isaacs, President of the UU Ministers Association 
will offer a keynote conversation about the complexities of 
this relationship. There will also be key denominational 
leaders offering workshops addressing particular aspects 
of this relationship such as worship, administration, 
support of professionals, faith development, stewardship 
and pastoral care. You will have the opportunity to attend 
two of these workshops. 
 
Join your Unitarian Universalist brothers and sisters 
from across the New England Region in exploring 

this important topic. 
 

UU New England Fall Conference   
October 27, 2007 from 8:30am to 5:00pm 

at the Beechwood Hotel 
363 Plantation Street, Worcester MA 01605 

 
Registration Rates:  

 $85 per person before Oct 10 
$100 per person after Oct 10  

 
Contact Your District to Register: 

Ballou Channing District UUA 508.559.6650 
 
Or visit the BCD website at http://www.bcduua.org  to 
download a PDF Registration Form or register online. 
 
 
Please scroll down to view our Monthly calendar of 
Events and Activities. 
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OCTOBER 2007 
Sunday Monday  Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 

1 
 

12:00 PM Clara 
Barton Guild – JM*  
 

1:30 PM 
Golddusters – FH* 
 

7:15 PM  
RE Comm. – UR 
 

7:30 PM 
Meditation – JM 
 

8:00 PM 
Pathways– FH* 

2 
 

7:00 PM  
Teen Book Group 
– UR 
 
7:00 PM 
Membership– JM 

3 
 

7:00 PM  
Trustees – UR 
 
7:00 PM 
EVENSONG–JM 
 

4 
 

10 AM -12 PM 
Food Pantry  
 

7:00 PM 
Philosopher’s 
Café – YGR&UR 
 
7:15 PM  
Intro to UU – JM 
 
7:30 PM Choir 
Practice – Sanc 

5  6 
 

9:00 AM - Noon  
Holiday Fair 
Craft Workshop  
– FH 

7 

8:45am Holiday 
Fair Mtg – FH  
 

9:00 AM Choir 
Practice – Sanc. 
 

10:00 AM Worship 
& Church School 
 

11:45 AM 
Book Group – JM 
 

7:30 PM  
Al-Anon – FH* 

8 
 

*Columbus Day   
 

7:00 PM 
Knitting Grp – YGR 
 
7:30 PM 
Meditation – JM 
 
8:00 PM 
Pathways– FH* 
 

9 
 

7:15 PM 
BOG – JM 

10 
 

10:00 AM 
Small Group 
Ministry – JM 
 
7:00 PM 
Circle of Spirits – 
UR 
 
7:00 PM 
EVENSONG–JM 

11 
 

7:15 PM  
Intro to UU – JM 
 
7:30 PM Choir 
Practice – Sanc 

12 
 

Clara Barton 
Rummage 
Sale – FH  
 
7:00-8:30 PM 
Healing 
Resources – 
JM  

13 
 

Clara Barton 
Rummage  
Sale – FH 
 
10:00 AM  
Music Comm – 
JM 

14 

9:00 AM Choir 
Practice – Sanc. 
 

10:00 AM Worship 
& Church School 
�����������	
����
 �
 

Evening 
OWL Begins 
 

7:30 PM  
Al-Anon – FH* 

15 

 

7:00 PM Parents of 
Teens Support 
Group  –  UR  
 
7:30 PM 
Meditation – JM 
 
8:00 PM 
Pathways– FH* 

16 
 

7:15 PM 
D&D’s –  JM 

17 
 

1:30 PM 
Golddusters – 
FH* 
 
7:00 PM 
EVENS 
 
ONG–JM 

18 
 

7:00 PM 
Philosopher’s 
Café – YGR&UR 
 
7:15 PM  
Intro to UU – JM 
 
7:30 PM Choir 
Practice – Sanc 

19 
 

20 
 

9:00 AM - Noon  
Holiday Fair 
Craft Workshop  
– FH 

21    

* Fall Clean-Up  
 

8:45am Holiday 
Fair Mtg – FH  
 

9:00 AM Choir 
Practice – Sanc. 
 

10:00 AM Worship 
& Church School 
 

4:00 PM–7:00 PM 
New Member 
Reception – FH 
 

7:30 PM  
Al-Anon – FH* 

22 
 

10 AM -12 PM 
Food Pantry 
 

7:00 PM 
Knitting Grp – YGR 
 

7:30 PM 
Meditation – JM 
 

8:00 PM 
Pathways– FH* 

23 
 

3:30 PM 
Caring Comm – 
JM 
 
7:15 PM  
Religious Serv. 
Comm – JM 
 
7:30 PM  
Finance Comm – 
Little Rm 

24 
 

10:00 AM 
Small Group 
Ministry – JM  
 

7:00 PM 
Circle of Spirits –
UR  
 

7:00 PM 
EVENSONG–JM 
 

7:30 PM 
Property Comm 
– Little Rm 

25 
 

7:15 PM  
Intro to UU – JM 
 
7:30 PM Choir 
Practice – Sanc. 

26 
 

 

27 

* Regional Fall 
Conference in  
Worcester  
 

8:30 AM 
Food’n Friends 
Soup Kitchen – 
Offsite  
 

9:00 AM - Noon  
Holiday Fair 
Craft Workshop  
– FH 
 

6:30 PM Murray 
Night – FH 

28 

8:45am Holiday 
Fair Mtg – FH  
 

9:00 AM Choir 
Practice – Sanc 
 

10:00 AM Worship 
& Church School 
�����	��	����	�����		
 

7:30 PM  
Al-Anon – FH* 

29 
 

7:30 PM 
Meditation – JM 
 
8:00 PM 
Pathways– FH* 

30 
 

 

31 
 

*Halloween   
 
7:00 PM 
EVENSONG–JM 

 

  

Abbreviation Codes  
* = non-church activity – renter; RE = Religious Ed ucation; BCD = Ballou Channing District;  
UUA = Unitarian Universalist Association; JM = John  Murray Room; FH = Fellowship Hall;  

UR = Unity Room; YGR = Youth Group Room; N = Nurser y; HR = Historical Room;  
Office = Church Office; Study = Minister’s Office; Sanc = Sanctuary �

* Universalist  Deadli ne 
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PHOTO: The M.O.S.T. (Murray Office Support Team) clockwis e from left:  Betty Clark, Bev Hall,  

Phyllis Campbell, Mary Whelan, Dave Eaton and Ginny Kiff folding the Universalist. Many thanks to you!  

MARK YOUR CALENDARS  
 

October 6 th – Holiday Fair Craft Workshops  in Fellowship Hall from 9 AM-Noon 
20th & 27 th      (*Read about this and other ways you can help with the Holiday Fair on Page 5) 
 

October 14 th – Association Sunday  (Read about it in Sandra’s column on Page 2) 
 

October 21 st – Fall Clean-Up Sunday, New Member Reception & the ne xt Universalist Deadline  
 

October 27 th – New England Regional Fall Conference in Worcester  (*Read about this on Page 8)  
   Murray Night  at 6:30 PM in Fellowship Hall 
 

October 28 th – UUSC Reps. talk about their Katrina experiences and Guest At Your Table Begins  


