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WORSHIP SERVICES

8/31 “Pipe Organs in
New Hampshire & Vermont”
Mary Whelan in the Unity Room

9/7 “Reunion”
The Rev. Sandra D. Fitz-Henry
Water Communion
Please bring a little water, symbolic
or real, from your summer.

9/14 “Hands-on Theology”
The Rev. Sandra D. Fitz-Henry
Teacher Dedication
Sunday School classes begin

9/21 “The Seven Habits”
The Rev. Sandra D. Fitz-Henry
Transition Ceremony

9/28 “Antoinette Brown Blackwell”
The Rev. Dorothy Boroush
Religious Services Committee

|/

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
We are an active congregation who
come together in fellowship to maintain
an environment that promotes spiritual
growth for individuals and families
and affirms diversity of belief.

We reach out in a caring way within
our church and beyond with a
commitment
to build a more loving community.

*The next Universalist deadline is
Sunday, September 21, 2008.

FROM THE MINISTER

“Church is a place where you get to practice what it means to be
human.” James Luther Adams

There are times and places where we understand what it is to be outside
our familiar sphere — to feel a bit like a foreigner, even when we haven't
left the country. Travel can sometimes put one in touch with that sense.
And it is such a wake-up call to realize anew the accretion of habits,
thoughts and emotions that quietly shape one’s more accustomed
consciousness. Travel can wake you up to the astounding “otherness” of
other people and places, and the unconscious assumptions one has.

The latter part of the summer took me on a long train trip on which |
passed through small towns and huge cities, crossed over rivers wide
and small, chugged through long stretches of prairie and climbed into the
mountains. Such amazing diversity of landscape! And such diversity of
travel companions — these strangers who are also on a journey.

Crossing this country | have talked with so many people. For a while | sat
next to a young girl from Florida, going to Montana to be part of a dig up
near the Canadian border. Then there was a philosophy teacher,
planning out her syllabus for the fall. There were foreigners seeing
America for the first time. There was a young man who teaches English
in Korea, coming home to participate in a memorial bike ride and to help
take care of his father. There were grandpas and grandmas with their
grandchildren on a special trip. The train is an amazing, ever-changing
human gathering of folks leaving or returning home. All of us together
form temporary communities in motion, for brief fragments of time.

And this experience has made me think a lot about the meanings of
religious community and of home.

Something else has contributed to my reflections. The first Sunday | was
away was the Sunday when the terrible violence occurred in our
Knoxville, Tennessee congregation. So many churches and individuals
across this country felt the impact of that incident and responded with
messages of concern and offers of help. In its aftermath | was freshly
aware of the profound value of sustained and sustaining community (un-
like those temporary travel communities). | thought about the ways our
Murray community is woven and deepened as we share joys, sorrows
and challenges. | was reminded of how we can be strengthened and
renewed by one another’s presence in congregational community.



On the Sunday following this tragic event, far from Murray
when | needed to join into community with other UUs, |
sought out the nearest UU congregation. There the lay
leaders created a space for acknowledging pain and
confusion and for finding again a sense of hope.

| thought about the Murray community and, though |
couldn’t be there, | was glad to know that Religious
Services was incorporating such a time into the service at
Murray that day as well. What a precious place this is -
this church where we can find both roots and wings, and
where we are privileged to share our lives with others in
the spirit of love.

Our Murray Community will soon be re-gathering and |
am so glad! | hope your summer has been full of some of
what you were hoping to have time for. | can’'t wait to hear
about it.

| am truly looking forward to beginning our year together
on Sunday, September 7, when we’ll mix together the
waters from our journeys. We'll mix them together with
our hopes and dreams for one another and for Murray
Church. A new year of programming for children, teens,
and adults. A new year of outreach. A new year of
growing. Murray Church is a precious and resilient
religious community. | am proud to be your minister.

Sandra

FROM THE RELIGIOUS
EDUCATION DIRECTOR

“Religion is goodness with its sleeves rolled up.”
~Magnus Ratter

In just a couple of weeks we will begin a new church year.
A large group of young people will be returning to our
Religious Education program. It takes many adults to
guide our children and teens each church year. We still
need at least four teachers. The need is especially great
in the first-second grade class and the middle school
class. All of our classes will focus on Unitarian
Universalism this fall. Most classes will be using the
wonderful UU curriculum, We Believe. Are you ready to
roll up your sleeves and teach this autumn?

Parents and guardians should be aware that we may be
shifting classes and classrooms a bit during the first few
weeks of church in order to accommodate our children
and their needs. While we try to anticipate enrollment in
our program there are always a few surprises. Parents of
children in second grade and below are reminded that
they must pick up their children right after church ends
each Sunday morning. During coffee hour parents are
responsible for the supervision of their children. Everyone
is reminded that all of our teachers are volunteers and
they appreciate parents and children helping them clean-
up after Sunday school ends.

Our young people in preschool through eighth grade
begin each Sunday in the sanctuary with their families
and the church community. After dismissal from the
sanctuary, the children go to the Unity Room for Youth
Worship followed by Sunday school in their assigned
classrooms. Parents and guardians are always welcome
in both Youth Worship and our classrooms. If you have a
young child who needs a little help getting settled in
during the opening weeks of the church year, please feel
free to accompany them to class.

Every child and teen participating in any of our

programs must be registered. ~ On Sunday morning,
September ™ registration will take place in the Unity
Room during coffee hour. Just look for the table with the
balloons. This year, we will again charging a small fee for
children and teens participating in our Religious
Education program. The fee will be reduced or waived for
any family who is unable to pay the full amount.

Religious Education will be operating on a reduced
budget during the upcoming church year. Donations of
arts and crafts supplies will be greatly appreciate d.
Please check the bulletin board outside the RE office to
select an item that you would be willing to donate to the
RE program.

The Autumn Orientation and Get-Together will take
place on Wednesday evening, September 10 ™ in the
John Murray Room from seven to nine o’clock. All
teachers and youth advisers should plan to attend. Light
refreshments will be served.



We will need parents and other adults to volunteer to
serve children’s snack this fall. We also need adu  Its
to serve as the Religious Education Sunday Assistan t
(RESA). This is a one Sunday commitment. The RESA
is an adult who assists the Director of Religious
Education and the teachers on Sunday mornings. A sign-
up sheet and instructions for both the snack provider and
the RESA are located on the children’s snack table during
coffee hour.

The teen book group will kick off the year on

Thursday, September 11 ™ from 7 to 8:30 p.m. in the
Unity Room. The teens will be discussing To Kill a
Mockingbird by Harper Lee. The group is geared towards
young people thirteen and older. Parents and guardians
are advised that the group often reads and discusses
books with mature themes. The first session of the
Philosophers’ Café, a discussion group for high

school aged youth, will take place on Thursday

evening, September 18 " from 7 to 8:30 in the Youth
Group Room (AKA the Purple Chat Room).  There is no
cost to attend either the teen book group or Philosophers’
Café, but young people take turns bringing snacks and
are responsible for clean-up. Due to a scheduling
conflict, the monthly teen movie nights will not begin until
January.

Each Sunday morning, during Youth Worship, the
children participate in their own offertory. Children
are encouraged to give an offering to help them better
understand the idea of stewardship. At the end of the
church year, the children decide on how the offering will
be spent. Parents should be aware that this offering is
separate from any offering that they may wish to give to
Murray Church.

See you in church!

Nan Loggains
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Will discuss
To Kill a Mockingbird
by Harper Lee on
Thursday, September 11 ™
from 7 to 8:30 p.m.
in the Unity Room

HARPER LEE
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A Discussion Group for High School Aged Youth

First & Third Thursdays of the Month :
September 18 ", 2008 — May 21%, 2009 i
7 10 8:30 p.m. i

in the Purple Chat Room

..............................................................................................

ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION,
GROUPS & ACTIVITIES

' ARTICULATING A CHOSEN FAITH

“Only a free faith, a chosen faith, offers
the kind of engagement that wakes us
up to ourselves and makes us willing
to risk what we have for what we could

become.” ~Marilyn Sewall

This will be an opportunity to learn more about
the history and sources of Unitarian Universalism. We will
consider how we answer that question our friends and
relatives ask, "So, what do Unitarian Universalists
believe, anyway?” And we will practice our one-minute
“elevator speeches.”

We will meet on Thursday evenings from 7:00-8:45 in

the John Murray Room, beginning on September 25 —
October 23. Please let me know in advance if childcare is
needed. Sign up at coffee hour or by calling the church
office: 508-222-0505. ~Sandra

Coming Soon: SPIRIT OF LIFE Workshops
They offer participants space, time and community for
exploring Unitarian Universalist spirituality. Stay tuned.

FIRST SUNDAY BOOK and LUNCH BUNCH

The Book and Lunch bunch
will meet on Sunday,
October 5™ at 11:45 in the
John Murray Room... We will
be discussing Run, by Ann
Patchett. This is Patchett’s
latest novel and her first since
Bel Canto. It takes place in
Boston, in the twenty-four
hours following an accident in
a blinding New England
snowstorm. In a recent

- : interview Patchett said,
“To me it is a novel about politics, to you it is a novel
about family... To me it's Joe Kennedy-meets-The
Brothers Karamazov. It is a story about a father who is
trying to raise one of his three sons to greatness. It is also
a story about the larger family — the family of community
and the family of country, and the family of responsibility.”
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We’'ll meet from 11:45 to 1:15, and a light lunch wi Il be
provided. All are welcome to join us. And please bring
along your ideas for other books you think might make
good choices this year.




YOGA & MEDITATION GROUP

We meet Monday evenings from 7:00-8:30 in the John
Murray Room. The group begins with a half hour of
gentle yoga led by a Kripalu Center DVD, followed by a
half hour of meditation. If you'd like to join us, bring a
yoga mat or towel/blanket and a yoga cushion/stool if you
have one, or you can just bring yourself. Many of us
meditate sitting on the sofa or a chair. Meditation
instruction provided if desired. Newcomers welcome.
Contact: Karla Bassler or Barbara Clark

PARENTS OF TEENS SUPPORT GROUP

Meets next on Wednesday, September 3 " from 7-
8:30pm in the Youth Group Room (Purple Chat

Room), and will continue to meet all year long on the first
Wednesday evening of each month. New members are
always welcome. For more info, contact Barbara Clark.

CIRCLE OF SPIRITS

Meets on Wednesdays, September 10 ™ & 24™ at 7pm
in the Unity Room . The Circle of Spirits is an earth-
based pagan spiritual group. We celebrate the Wiccan
holiday and learn/teach other earth based pagan aspects
such as tarot, runes and herbs. All are welcome!

Contact Jessica Brien and Claudia Cruz-Teixeira at
CircleofSpirits@gmail.com for more information.

HEALING RESOURCES FOR DEPRESSION

Healing Resources for Depression group will

continue meeting on the third Friday of the month

from 7-8:30 PM in the John Murray Room.

For September that's the 19" The group is for friends,
family members, and those dealing with mental health
issues. Not a therapy group, the group exists for support
and learning from one another how to move forward.

For more info call Gretchen Robinson at (508) 226-2910
or email: whistling_girl@msn.com

MEMORIAL GARDEN COMMITTEE

The Memorial Garden Committee will continue to
maintain the garden during September from 6:30-
7:30pm on Tuesday evenings, weather permitting.
Contact Russet Morrow if you have any questions, or just
stop by any Tuesday evening for an hour, or even a
portion of an hour, between 6:30 and 7:30pm.

MURRAY KNITTERS

We meet year round every 2nd and 4th Monday of the
month in the Purple Chat Room from 7pm to 9pm.

Come knit with us! We can provide yarn and needles for
anyone wanting to learn to knit. Contact Staci MacDonald
at stacimacd@comcast.net if you have any questions or
visit our website: www.murrayknitters.com

MURRAY PHOTOGRAPHERS

Meetings are held on the last Tuesday of each month
at 7PM in the Unity Room. (Next meeting: Sept. 30 th)
Newcomers are welcome — bring some work to show or
just come as you are. Contact Greg Wehmeyer for more
info at wehmeyer.greg@gmail.com

"MENU FOR THE FUTURE” Discussion Group

Greg Wehmeyer will be hosting a discussion group called
"Menu for the Future." The discussion will include the
following topics: food systems and their impacts on
culture, society, and ecological systems; agricultural and
individual practices that promote personal and ecological
well-being; ways to create and support sustainable food
systems. The group will meet on Wednesday evenings

at 7:30, September 24 — October 29 in the John

Murray Room. At the conclusion of the series, discussion
group participants will gather to share a celebratory
potluck meal on November 5. There is an $18 fee for a
book of readings published by the Northwest Earth
Institute. Some discussion group members might
consider sharing books. If you are interested in signing
up, contact Greg at wehmeyer.greg@gmail.com

Join us in Fellowship Hall on
September 20 ™ at 5pm for our Annual

Bring a dish to share and
reconnect with friends
at Murray Church!

Questions?
Contact Bethany Armour
508-695-2128

Your favorite SOUP RECIPES.......

ime is getting short, only a few weeks left to submit your
favorite soup recipe for inclusion in the Murray Soup
Cookbook. The recipe does not need to be one you have
made for a sale, just one you and your family like to
prepare and enjoy eating. Dave Sumner will be happy to
share the word format we are using with you. Please
e-mail Dave dmsumnerl@msn.com, or call @ 508-285-
5715, leave message if necessary. Cookbook co-editors
Dave, Cynthia, and Peggy thank you.




ADVOCACY & SERVICE

FOOD ‘N FRIENDS SOUP KITCHEN

Our next Food n' Friends SouE Kitchen visit is

on Saturday, September 27 . Help is needed from
8:30am-12:15pm at the Centenary Church located on the
corner of 39 North Main and 15 Sanford Street, across
from the Attleboro YMCA. Please use the entrance
located down the ramp at the side of the building. Even if
you can come for an hour or two during that time, it would
be greatly appreciated. Strong able bodies are especially
needed to set up tables -- can you spare 30 minutes?
RSVP to Diane Beauvais at dmbeau@verizon.net

MURRAY FOOD PANTRY.

Needed: Caring, compassionate volunteers to staff

the Murray Church Food Pantry on Mondays and
Thursdays from 10:00 AM till 12:00 Noon.  No special
skills necessary, will train. Resumes not required.
Interested persons, call Janet Richardi at 508-285-6078
or email janetrichardi@comcast.net

Donations of in-date food, paper goods and toiletri es
to the Food Pantry are always gladly accepted and
greatly appreciated. We especially need the following
items: toilet paper, paper towels, PASTA, powdered milk,
cleaning products, mac 'n cheese and jelly. Donations
may be left in the silver box near the Historical Room.

UUSC COFFEE PROJECT

Important Notice from

Equal Exchange to Our
Interfaith Customers:

Due to higher organic coffee and
cocoa prices and other rising
costs, Equal Exchange needs to
increase coffee, chocolate and
cocoa prices.

Why is Equal Exchange Raising Prices?

Higher Prices for Farmer Co-operatives

We should all be proud of having created a new and
expanding market for fairly traded organic coffee and
cocoa beans. At times demand outstrips supply. This
increasing demand, coupled with speculators moving
their money from stocks and banking to commodities,
causes higher prices. Currently Equal Exchange is paying
well above the commodities market and Fair Trade
minimum prices for most of our coffee.

While higher prices can benefit farmers in the short run,
they can also threaten the stability of their co-operatives.
In high markets, local middlemen with ready cash can
offer farmers relatively high prices on the spot. Most co-
ops, on the other hand, while ultimately paying a better
price, usually must wait until they have sold the season’s

harvest to make full payment. For farmers living on the
margin, immediate cash sometimes trumps long-term
interest. Coffee or cocoa then “leaks” out of the system,
challenging a co-op’s ability to honor existing
commitments to buyers. Over the years some of the
largest coffee and chocolate conglomerates have used
this strategy to try to break up strong co-operatives
around the world. This is where pre-harvest financing,
which enables co-operatives to pay their members up
front, is critical. Equal Exchange is proud to facilitate
millions of dollars in pre-harvest financing each year.

Increased Fuel Costs

We all fee the rising cost of fuel, from filling the gas tank
to buying a loaf of bread. Equal Exchange is experiencing
the same challenge, from shipping coffee, tea and cocoa
to the U.S., to delivering finished product to stores and
customers.

Falling U.S. Dollar

As we hear in the news, the value of the U.S. dollar has
fallen dramatically against most foreign currencies.
Coffee and cocoa are traded in U.S. dollars, so our
farmer partners urgently need higher prices to cover
costs. And as our cocoa and chocolate are manufactured
in Canada and Switzerland, respectively, the U.S. dollar
pays for less than in years past.

What about the future?

We hope this will be the only price increase for some
time, but if the market continues to rise, we may need to
raise prices again. We thank you for your understanding
and continued support.

What about Murray?

Since November of last year, the Coffee Projects has
contributed profits of $100 from the Holiday Fair, and an
average of $50 per month to Murray Church.

In order to maintain a similar profit margin, prices here will
rise slightly as follows:

Regular Coffee: $8.50
Decaf Coffee: $9.50
Chocolate Bars: $3.50
Spicy & Hot Cocoa: $7.00

Thank you for your support!
Fair Trade matters!
Liz Lamoureux

Help Needed!

I'm looking for volunteers to chat with people and collect
money for Equal Exchange products at the Holiday Fair.
My new work schedule won't allow me to be available
until the afternoons on both Friday and Saturday.
For more details, please see me at church or email me at
eablam4@comcast.net

Thanks so much! ~Liz Lamoureux




Unitarian Universalist Service Committee Update

[SIDEKICK — BOSTON GLOBE — WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 20, 20 08]

BOTTLED WATER TAKES THE STAND

Last year, Americans spent $16.7 billion to buy bottled
water. Nearly 2.7 million tons of plastic are used
worldwide to bottle water each year, reports the Earth
Policy Institute. And 90% of those bottles end up in
landfills.

Funny thing is that tap water right out of our faucets is
more strictly controlled by the Environmental Protection
Agency than is bottled water, which is overseen by the
Food and Drug Administration. The Attorney General of
California says, "It takes massive quantities of oil to
produce plastic water bottles and to ship them in diesel
trucks across the U.S." The AG recently threatened to
sue the Swiss water company, Nestle, for its plan to
expand a bottled water plant in McCloud, California.

A 50-year contract with the town now permits the
corporation to draw 520 million gallons of spring water
each year and also pump unlimited amounts of
groundwater. Nestle has agreed to scale down expansion
plans. Water in California is like liquid gold. And whether
corporations or the community itself have control over
water supplies is the central question.

More attempts to privatize water are on their way. And
small towns in Massachusetts such as Clinton and
Montague have fought off efforts by Nestle to extract and
export water. Clinton, for example, rejected the
corporation's bid to take a quarter-million gallons of spring
water each day. The water is some of the cleanest water
in the state.

Groups resisting privatization and disappearance of their
water supplies better be on the alert!

-Nancy Doyle, UUSC Rep at Murray Church

DENOMINATIONAL NEWS

Please join us for our First Annual

Saturday, September 6, 2008
11am — 4pPm
FUSF (First Unitarian Society of Franklin)
262 Chestnut Street, Franklin, MA

What will be provided for you:
Grills, coolers, games, a good time and fun!

What you will need:
A blanket or lawn chairs and lunch for you and
your loved ones

Please RSVP to interweavefusf@yahoo.com

Sponsored by FUSF Interweave Group
For more info go to:
http://fusfinterweave.blogspot.com

On Sunday, September 14 ™ the award-winning
documentary film “For the Bible Tells Me So” will b e
shown at Grace Episcopal Church, 104 North
Washington St, North Attleboro.

“For the Bible Tells Me So” documents the experiences of
five Christian-American families to illustrate how [some]
people of faith handle the realization of having a gay or

lesbian child or family member. This 98-minute film was a
nominee for the Grand Jury Prize at the 2007 Sundance

Film Festival and won Audience Awards at the 2007
Provincetown and Seattle Film festivals.

Coffee and dessert will be served at 6:30pm. The fi  Im
will begin at 7:00pm with a discussion period
following. The evening is free and open to the publ ic.

Global Sisterhood: Weaving the Interconnected Web

Saturday, October 4 ™ 9:30AM through
Sunday, October 5 t 3:30pm closing
Senexet House, Woodstock, CT

Womensphere organizes sacred circle gatherings for
women in the Ballou Channing District of the Unitarian
Universalist Association. Join us as we explore how our
lives are woven together with others around the world.
The workshop leader for the weekend will be The Rev.
Dr. Dorothy May Emerson who will facilitate a variety of
activities. Cost is $122, and includes four meals. A limited
number of Scholarships are available.

To register or for more information, please contact
Kate Gillis at 401-823-7929 or ksgillis@netzero.net




UUA Ballou Channing District
Fall 2008 Meetings, Workshops & Seminars

Saturday, September 6 - Youth Advisor Workshop
Second Parish Hingham, 8:30am- 2:00pm — This seminar
addresses both the philosophy and nuts and bolts of
ministry to youth in a congregational setting. Registration
is $30 which includes materials, continental breakfast and
lunch. Advanced registration is required by September 2.

Saturday, September 27 - Annual BCD Congregation
Presidents Council.  First Parish Church in Taunton
Church Green, Taunton, MA, 8:30am-12:30pm —The
annual opportunity for congregation presidents to meet to
network, exchange information and participate in a mini-
leadership workshop. BCD Board and District Exec to
facilitate. No registration fee, breakfast provided.

Sunday, October 12 - Association Sunday  (other dates
also possible) The Association-wide fund-raising event
that focuses on the life and programs of our UUA. Funds
raised this year will support lay theological education and
excellence in ministry programming.

Web info: www.uua.org/giving/associationsunday/

Tuesday, October 14 - Working Together.  First Parish
Duxbury, 10:00am-3:00pm. Workshop for new minister-
religious educator teams lead by BCD Religious
Education Consultant, Rev. Betsy Stevens and District
Executive, Rev. Bill Zelazny.

Friday/Saturday, October 17-18 - UU New England
Regional Conference at DCU Center, Worcester, MA
A conference featuring the candidates for UU President,
the UUA Board of Trustees and several experts on
congregation operations and leadership. More info and
registration forms available in the church office shortly.
Registration fee - sliding scale $75 - $100.

Saturday, October 25 - Stewardship Workshop

UU Society of Fairhaven, Fairhaven, MA 9:00am-2:30pm
A workshop lead by Laurel Amabile, UUA Annual
Program Fund Director, and Rev. Bob Thayer, BCD APF
Chair, which will cover the topics of stewardship, fund
raising and canvass.

Wednesday, October 29 - Church Administrators
Conclave . UU Church, Brockton, MA 10:30am-1:30pm.
A networking and information sharing gathering for
congregation administrators, secretaries and office staff
hosted by BCD Admin Jack McGilvray and District Exec,
Rev. Bill Zelazny. No registration fee, lunch provided.

Thursday, November 6 - Annual Minister-BCD Board
Roundtable. Location TBA, 6:30pm-9:00pm

An opportunity for ministers and the BCD Board of
Directors to discuss issues of mutual interest and concern
regarding the district and congregations over desert and
coffee/tea. No registration fee, desert refreshments
provided.

MURRAY NEWS & UPDATES

“Celebrating Antoinette Brown Blackwell”
A Religious Services Sunday, September 28

On September 28", the
Religious Services Committee
brings you The Rev. Dorothy
Boroush in a special service
dedicated to history of
Antoinette Brown Blackwell,
the first woman in the U.S. to
be ordained to the ministry. A
well-versed public speaker on
the paramount issues of her
time, Blackwell distinguished
herself from her contempo-
raries with her use of religious faith in her efforts to
expand women's rights. Born in 1825, she was the only
one of the very early suffrage workers who lived long
enough to vote before passing away in 1921 at the age of
96. All the hymns in this service were written by women.
The Religious Service Committee welcomes new
members and ideas for services. Please let us know of
your interest!

th

Change of Murray Fiscal Year Dates

We are pleased to report that the fiscal
year of Murray Church was changed to
June 30 from April 30 by unanimous
vote of the Annual Meeting of Murray
Church in May of 2008. This will align
better the church's fiscal year with
both the Church's budget process as
well as the UUA's fiscal year end. To
accommodate this change we have recommended that all
members be asked to extend their pledge by another two
months. For example, if you had pledged $1200 for the
12 months ended 4/30/09, you will be asked to extend
your pledge for two additional months at the same rate of
$100 per month, for the 14-month period. You will hear
more about this in the Fall. Please feel free to contact
Lucia Field or Diane Jones, Co-Governors of Finance
if you have questions or for more information.

Fall Clara Barton Rummage Sale
We want your old stuff!

Time to gather your clean castoffs for the Clara Barton
Rummage Sale on October 10 e 11" 1t's coming up
fast! We can also use household items, jewelry and
books. Please leave items in the Blue Room across from
the Church Office — labeled “For Clara Barton.”  (Itis
important to label, because Holiday Fair items are being
collected concurrently, and we want to make sure your
items are used as intended.)

~Thanks from the Clara Barton Guild




FROM YOUR MODERATOR

It is hard to believe that | am sitting here writing a note for
the first newsletter of the new church year — wasn't it just
yesterday that we bid each other farewell till September?
Another summer has once more slipped away from me
and | did not clean those closets, did not sit on the beach
at all, and did not finish those books | wanted to read...oh
well, there’s always next summer. Hopefully you had
better luck getting your summer list accomplished than |
did.

Seems the story is the same with the scheduled property
updates at Murray. The work that was expected to
happen on the driveway was put on hold by the city due
to a vernal pool that the expansion would infringe upon,
so the Property Committee is working to redesign their
plan and get approval by the city. The bathroom work has
yet to begin due to contractor issues, which hopefully will
be resolved very shortly and we begin to see some
progress early in September. So just like the projects that
we embark on at home, the church Property Committee
has run into some of those same kinds of issues and
problems. They will get resolved and we will expand our
parking lot and get those bathrooms remodeled, just on a
little different schedule than originally planned.

Some of us did accomplish the things we set out to do
early in the summer and that for sure is the group that is
putting together a “Soup Cookbook” of recipes from
Murray Church members. The plan is to have it ready to
sell at the Fair in November. Another group that
continued its work over the summer is the Fair
Committee, busy planning and scheduling to ensure yet
another successful Church Fair. The Food ‘N’ Friends
soup kitchen folks continued their commitment in July and
August, ensuring that those who needed a good meal
received one. And the Murray Food Pantry was open
every Tuesday thanks to Dawn Casstevens and Laurie
Lawes.

Take a look at the Memorial Garden in September and
you will, without a doubt, enjoy the work of Rusty Morrow
and her team who faithfully worked once a week to keep
it trimmed and looking beautiful. The M.O.S.T. folks
worked with Dawn to get the two Universalists ready for
the mail. A group of youth and adults repainted the youth
room, a.k.a. The Purple Chat Room; and yes it remains
The Purple Chat Room. And | would certainly be remiss
to not mention that Irene Yutkins, our Treasurer,
continued to ensure that deposits were made and bills
were paid.

Thank you all for working throughout July and August to
keep the wheels turning here at Murray Church.

Our office administrator, Dawn, will resume a daily
schedule after Labor Day — Monday-Friday 8:30-11:30.
And by the time you receive this, your Board of
Governors will have held their annual calendar setting
meeting and mapped out the 2008-2009 church year.

So yes, summer 2008 is comin%; to an end and I'm
looking forward to September 7 " and the first ‘regular’
Sunday service where we all share the fun and exciting
adventures we had and mingle waters from all over the
world. Where did you go? What did you do? Did you
remember to gather some water for our water ceremony?
Hopefully you did and I'm sure we all have wonderful
stories to share. Hope to see you all on September ™.

Yours in Peace and Love,
Janet Richardi

From the Music Committee

All Singers Welcome!

The first choir rehearsal of the new
church year will be held on Thursday,
September 4™ at 7:30PM in the
Sanctuary.

Choir rehearsals are held each Thursday evening at
7:30M and Sunday morning at 9:00AM before the service.
All singers are welcome — please join us!

Please Join Us for an Organ Concert
on Sunday, September 28 " at 4pm

The Music Committee of Murray Unitarian Universalist
Church and the Southeastern Massachusetts Chapter of
the American Guild of Organists will present an organ
concert on Sunday, September 28, 4:00 p.m. in the
Murray Sanctuary, to take part in the celebration of 2008
as the “International Year of the Organ.

Performers:

Dennis E. Ferguson,
Director of Music at Murray

Richard Hill,
Unity Church, North Easton

Robert Johnson,
Attleboro

Join us in celebrating
the 1882 E. & G. G.
Hook & Hastings
Organ installed at
Murray U. U. Church in
1992.




Murray Holiday Fair 2008
Friday, Nov. 14 & Saturday, Nov. 15

Believe it or not... it's time to start preparations

for the 2008 Murray Church Holiday Fair.  There
are so many ways you can help make our biggest
fundraiser of the year a success — and get to know
your fellow Murrayites better in the process! Read
on to find out specific ways to get involved. We will
also begin our regular meetings of the Holiday Fair
Committee on Sunday, September 7 ™ at 8:45am in
Fellowship Hall. We welcome anyone who is
interested in participating and sharing their ideas.

Holiday Fair Meetings will take place at 8:45am in
Fellowship Hall on the following Sundays: Sept. 7 &
21, Oct. 5,19 & 26, Nov. 2 & 9. Nov. 9 is Setup
Sunday.

Please note: No other meetings will be scheduled in
the church during the week prior to the Fair, so you
may wish to make alternate arrangements if your
group’s meeting will be affected.

From the Bake Shop

Cookie baking is right around the corner! We will be start
to make cookie dough right after Labor Day and freeze it
until our marathon baking session the week of the Holiday
Fair. | will post cookie dough work sessions in the order of
service each week. Any help is appreciated and free on
the job training is provided!

In the meantime, if you make jams, jellies, relishes,
pickles, or butters or other harvest goodies, please
consider donating them to the Bake Shop. If you know of
anyone else who makes these items, please consider
asking them for a donation as well. It will be most
appreciated.

Questions? Offers to help? Please contact Donna
Seagrave at 508-695-7641 or dseagrave @comcast.net

From the Holiday Gift Room

The Holiday Fair will be here before you know it, and
we're in need of many creative hands to help make the
Gift Room a success! Please consider putting your talents
to work and donate some of your creations to the Gift
Room.

Any help is appreciated, so please contact Janet Richardi
(508-285-6078, janetrichardi@comcast.net) or Inki
Hasselbaum (508-695-3955, inkih@comcast.net) to let us
know what you can do. Look for upcoming craft workshop
dates in your Sunday order of service and congregational
emails.

From the Raffle Table

Time to start gathering unique items and services to raffle
off at this year's Holiday Fair. All donations are greatly
appreciated, and it's a great way to participate in the Fair
even if you don't have hours of time to commit.

Suggested raffle items and perennial favorites:

restaurant gift certificates, tickets to shows and museums,
jewelry, people-to-people services, handmade arts and
crafts, collectibles, gift baskets, gift cards, popular
children's toys, new electronics and specialty appliances.

Please contact Dawn Casstevens at 508-226-1978 or
dawn.hasselbaum@mindspring.com if you have ideas or
items and services to donate.

From the Book Room

Throughout history certain things have gone together —
salt and pepper, ham and eggs, UU’s and books, etc.
Don't forget to save your books, hardcover or paperback,
CDs, videos, and DVDs for the Holiday Fair. Textbooks,
business and computer books do not sell. Cookbooks,
large print books, craft books sell really well.

Any questions, call Len & Irene Yutkins at 508.226.3109

From Gramma's Attic

Save your gently used but still useful household items for
Gramma's Attic. All items donated must be in good
condition and saleable. Some examples of things
shoppers look for are: clean dishes, glassware, knick-
knacks, and utensils, and working small appliances;
barely used comforters, linens, curtains; and furniture that
is clean and in good condition. Contact Donna Palmer if
you have any questions.

From the Holiday Fair Co-Chairs

As this will be our last year co-chairing the Holiday Fair,
we would like to encourage anyone interested in chairing
the 2009 Holiday Fair to find out more about what’s
involved by “shadowing” us during this year’s fair season.

Please let us know of your interest by contacting Shelly
Freddo or Betsey Bullock, or come to the meeting on
Sunday, September 7™ at 8:45am in Fellowship Hall.
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September Birthday
Wishes Go Out To:
9/1 Adele Gowen
Jennifer Plumb
Bill Dixon
9/2 Barbara Clark
Shelly Freddo
9/3 George Economou
9/4 James Allen, Jr.
9/9 Gertrude Hyland
9/10 Roxanna Roca
9/11 Sandra Wilson
9/13 Sarah McGill
Rebecca Kerner
9/14 Donna Palmer
9/16 Samuel Field
9/18 Jean Archard
9/19 Rob McGill
9/20 Betsey Bullock
9/21 Marian Couture
9/22 Thom Belt
9/23 Erin Blackbird
9/24 Ned Cooke
9/25 Gregory Cauldwell
Peggy Dixon
9/28 Alex Krofta
9/29 Mary Whelan
9/30 Brittany Gardner

HONORING GIFTS

If you'd like a unique way to publicly mark an anniversary,
a special event, memorial date, birthday, with a donation
to our church, simply fill out an Honoring Gift Form and
turn it into the office with your check attached. Later, the
honoree and reason for your tribute will be listed in the
newsletter. Gifts of any amount are welcomed, they are
tax-deductible, and you may specify your preference for
how it will be spent. Please contact the church office to
participate or visit www.murrayuuchurch.org to download
and print an Honoring Gift Form.

Seeking “People People” to Join the
Membership Committee

i The membership committee is looking for a few new :
i members. We greet people as they come into church and
i follow up with visitors and new members to give info and

i make everyone feel welcome at Murray. In the past year

i we had 2 social events for newcomers that were fun to :
i plan and equally fun to attend. We also arrange for coffee i
i hour hosts. It's a very "social" committee and a great

i way to meet other members if you're new to Murray.

i If anyone is interested and would like to know more,

i please contact Linda LeGendre 508-399-6737 or email

! lindalegendre@aol.com.
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Our thoughts and prayers are with Kristi Cauldwell as she
continues her treatment for breast cancer.

Happy 40" Wedding Anniversary wishes to Donna & Ned
Cooke and Ingrid & Robert Hasselbaum.

Congratulations and best wishes to Betty Smith and Leon
“Mac” McKenzie on their marriage. Their joyous wedding
took place on August 23rd at Betty’s home in Touisset
(Warren) R.I

Our thoughts and prayers are with the Knoxville area UU
congregations as they continue to heal from the violence
that occurred in their Sanctuary on Sunday, July 27",

RE Photo Gallery

Pictured below: some of our Murray teens painting
the Purple Chat Room in August.




SEPTEMBER 2008

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

August 31 September 1 2 3 4 5 6
10:00 AM Labor Day 6:30-7:30 PM 7:00 PM 7:30 PM 10:00 AM
Summer Worship | 7:00 PM Memorial Garden Parents of Teens | Choir — Sanc Music Cmte - JM
Service — UR Yoga / Med — JM Maintenance Support Group —
7:30 PM 8:00 PM YGR
Al-Anon — FH* Pathways— FH*
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
8:45 AM Holiday 7:00 PM 6:30-7:30 PM 7:00 PM 7:00 PM
Fair Cmte — FH Yoga / Med — JM Memorial Garden RE Teachers Teen Book
9:00 AM 7:00 PM Maintenance Orientation —JM | Group — UR
Choir - Sanc Knitting Grp— YGR | 7:15 PM 7:00 PM Circle of | 7:30 PM
10:00 AM 8:00 PM Board of Gov - JM | Spirits — UR Choir — Sanc
Worship Service Pathways— FH*
Water Communion
7:30 PM
Al-Anon — FH*
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
9:00 AM 7:00 PM 6:30-7:30 PM 12:00 PM 7:00 PM 7:00-8:30 PM Possible wedding
Choir - Sanc Yoga / Med — IJM Memorial Garden Gold Dusters Philosophers’ Healing Res. Memorial Garden
10:00 AM 8:00 PM Maintenance Luncheon — FH* Café — YGR fo‘r:]h[zepressmn 5:00 PM
Worship Service Pathways— FH* 7:15 PM 7:30 PM - Welcome Back
& Church School Deacons & Choir — Sanc Potluck — FH
7:30 PM Deaconesses - JM
Al-Anon — FH*
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
8:45 AM Holiday 7:00 PM 6:30-7:30 PM 7:00 PM Circle of | 7:00 PM 8:30AM-12:15PM
Fair Cmte — FH Yoga / Med — M Memorial Garden Spirits — UR Articulating A Food’n Friends
9:00 AM 7:00 PM Maintenance 7:30 PM ‘C]:,\k/mlosen Faith — gg#t;;nr;ltcgigrgh
Choir - Sanc Knitting Group — 7:00 PM Menu for the Vol v

. YGR Religious Services | Future — JM 7:30 PM olunteers
10:00 AM Ccmte — IM Choir — S needed
Worship Service | 8:00 PM mte - 7:30 PM oir = sanc
& Church School Pathways— FH* 7:30 PM Property Cmte
Volunteer Fair at Finance Cmte — — Little Rm
Coffee hour Little Rm
Al-Anon — EH* S me  Unversalist Deadline
28 29 30 October 1 October 2 October 3 October 4
9:00 AM 1:30 PM 6:30-7:30 PM 7:00 PM 7:00 PM 10:00 AM
Choir - Sanc Gold Dusters Memorial Garden Parents of Teens | Philosophers’ Music Cmte — IM

. Board Mtg — FH* Maintenance Support Group — | Café — YGR
10:00 AM YGR 2:30-4:30PM
Worship Service 7:00 PM 7:00 PM 7:00 PM P.oss-iblle rental of
& Church School Y' / Med — IM Photography 7:00 PM Articulating A Unity Room
4:00 PM oga/Ved — Group — UR Board of Chosen Faith — y
Organ Concert - 8:00 PM Trustees — UR M
Sanc Pathways— FH* 7:30 PM 7:30 PM
7:30 PM E/Ietnu forJtRAe Choir — Sanc
Al-Anon — FH* uture =

Abbreviation Codes
* = non-church activity — renter; RE = Religious Ed  ucation; BCD = Ballou Channing District; UUA = Unit  arian Universalist Association;
JM = John Murray Room; FH = Fellowship Hall; UR =U  nity Room; YGR = Youth Group Room; N = Nursery;
HR = Historical Room; Office = Church Office; Study = Minister’'s Office; Sanc = Sanctuary

11



Murray Unitarian Universalist Church

505 North Main Street Non-Profit Org.
Attleboro, MA 02703 U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
Return Service Requested Permit 103
Attleboro, MA
02703

Mark Your Calendar:

Sunday, September 7
10 AM Worship Service and Water
Communion in the Sanctuary

September.

Wednesday, September 10
7 PM RE Teacher Orientation
in the John Murray Room

Saturday, September 20
5 PM Welcome Back Potluck
in Fellowship Hall

Sunday, September 21
Volunteer Fair at Coffee Hour
Find out about all our committees

Wednesday, September 24
“Menu for the Future” Discussion Group
7:30 PM in the John Murray Room

Thursday, September 25
“Articulating a Chosen Faith” Series

ﬁEgIoga Nona. 7 PM in the John Murray Room

ARGVMENT.
Herein Diggon Dauie is deuised to be a shepheard thlbpe of more gayne,
droue his sheepe into a farre countrye. The abuses wharebfpose liuing of
Popish prelates, by occasion of Hobbinols demaund,do®diseth at large.

Sunday, September 28
4 PM Organ Concert
in the Sanctuary




