
the U N I V E R S A L I S T 
���������	
��	�����	���
��	

��������

�������
����	���
���
���

����������

����
�


���� ���
�

Volume 46                                                        May 1, 2009                                            Issue 9  
 

���
�	�������������������� �!������
�������"##	���$���
!����%&�	��'!�����%  !������

(����!���'����%������&�)!���'����%�'�*�
+,�	�!� ,�����-��.���	/��-��
 �
���
	
�!� ,�������������-��0 �

1��	0	��
�+��2��0!� ,�������������-���0
��
-��, �

�	�	

�� %%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%% 3���1��-��������4-�&	
/%$�����
������
�� %%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%5���
�1	�����	�
4	���
����#���
	�%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%% 4���	
�+-�&��0�
���
4	���
����#�1��	0	��
�+����
	�� %%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%����6�00�	�
�
"##	�����,	�	

��
�� %%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%% 4�7����


����
�
��)
�� %%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%% 6�����1�	����

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 
5/3     “Creativity”  
            Murray members and  
            The Rev. Sandra D. Fitz-Henry 
            Display of work in the Unity Room 

 
5/10   “Reflections on Motherhood” 
            Mother’s Day 
            The Rev. Sandra D. Fitz-Henry 

 
5/17   “It’s Not a Race” 
           Youth Sunday 
            Nan Loggains, DRE 

 
5/24   “Memorial Day Service”  

 Religious Services Committee 

 
5/24   “Finding Faith”  
           The Rev. Sandra D. Fitz-Henry 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The next Universalist  deadline is 

Sunday, May 24, 2009. 

FROM THE MINISTER 
 
“We do not inherit the earth from our ancestors, we borrow it from our 
children.”                                                             Native American Proverb 
 
Today is Earth Day and outside my window the magnolia tree has, just 
overnight, burst into big pink and white blossoms.  It is always the first 
tree to flower in the yard. And it is always an affirmation that spring really 
and truly is here.   
 
Whenever Earth Day comes around I think of folks who’ve done so much 
to raise our awareness about our fragile environment.  There are many. 
But today I am thinking of the folk singer, Pete Seeger.  Pete Seeger will 
turn 90 years old on Sunday, May 3rd. And living through the 20th and into 
the 21st Century he has witnessed so much history --WW II, the Cold 
War, the McCarthy era, the Vietnam War… As singer-songwriter and 
activist he has sung with the Weavers, the Alamanac Singers, with 
Woody and with Arlo Guthrie. His medium of communication and protest, 
has been music. He has sung in all sorts of places, and for all sorts of 
causes. He conveys a kind of thorough integrity, sustained through this 
long life. It is an integrity that radiates out from inside out to others. He 
believes that, “Music in some strange, mystical way brings people 
together, in spite of our problems.” His music empowers people to act for 
justice.     
 
 In 1955 when he was called before the House Un-American Activities 
Committee he was unwilling to name other members of the various left-
wing groups that he had belonged to over the years. For this refusal he 
paid a huge price, as a blacklisted artist.  Nevertheless he stood firm. 
 
He said, “I resent very much and very deeply the implication of being 
called before this Committee that in some way because my opinions may 
be different from yours, that I am any less of an American than anyone 
else….I have sung for almost every religious group in the country, from 
Jewish and Catholic, and Presbyterian and the Holy Rollers and Revival 
Churches. I love my country very dearly, and I greatly resent the 
implication that some of the places that I have sung and some of the 
people that I have known, and some of my opinions, whether they are 
religious or philosophical, make me less of an American.” 
 
On this Earth Day I especially remember how in the 1960s Pete Seeger 
became increasingly concerned about the degradation of the 
environment.  And although many thought it a foolish and fruitless 
enterprise, he decided that he would take on the cleaning up of the 
Hudson River.  At the time, the Hudson was highly polluted, with sewage 
and chemicals.  He had a boat built, the “Clearwater,” that sailed up and 
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
We are an active congregation who 

come together in fellowship to maintain 
an environment that promotes spiritual 

growth for individuals and families  
and affirms diversity of belief. 

 

We reach out in a caring way within 
our church and beyond with a 

commitment 
to build a more loving community. 

 

 



down the Hudson, beginning in 1969, making stops, 
holding song fests, bringing young people aboard and 
helping to educate them about becoming good stewards 
of the earth. He taught through the joy of singing and 
through being a person who cared enough to care; and 
cared enough to take on the “impossible.”  
 
I was not too surprised to learn that Pete often performs 
at UU churches and meetings. He has spoken of seeing 
pretty eye-to-eye with Unitarians, but I have no idea if he 
ever joined a church.  I suspect not. But I am not 
surprised that he found Unitarian Universalism a place 
and a faith that was wide and broad and deep enough to 
offer him a place he could feel at home.  
 
Earth Day is a good time to remember to make every day 
an earth day, a time to grow awareness that even small 
things, multiplied, can make a difference. Changing to 
compact fluorescent light bulbs, turning off the water 
while brushing teeth, recycling everything possible.  Small 
things multiplied make a difference.  
 
I can remember a time when people routinely threw their 
trash out the car window, can you believe it?  And the 
highways all looked like dumps.  The state in which I lived 
instituted a stiff fine for anyone caught disposing of trash 
this way, and suddenly the roadsides began to look a 
whole lot better. It wasn’t the “Clearwater,” but real 
change happened. 
 
I am thinking of Pete Seeger with special admiration on 
his 90th birthday. His life reminds us that even in difficult 
times, we—each one of us, and we – as a congregation, 
can meet tough challenges with integrity and creative 
capacities and skills.  

Sandra 
 
 
 
 

 
 
ELECTION FOR NEW PRESIDENT OF THE UUA 
 
During General Assembly this June, in Salt Lake City 
delegates will be casting votes to elect the person who 
will serve as president of the UUA for the next 4 years.. 
There are two candidates: Rev. Dr. Laurel Hallman and 
Rev. Peter Morales.  Each would bring different strengths 
to the job of president.  Murray Church will have four 
absentee ballots to cast and we would like to get some 
response from you, as members of this congregation, 
about who you consider the best candidate. 
 
 There are a number of ways to familiarize yourself with 
the candidates. Each has a website: where you can see 
video clips and read their biographies and platforms. 
(hallmanforuuapresident.org  and 
moralesforuuapresident.org ) In addition, during May I will 
be setting up the television after service to play excerpts 
from the candidates’ video material. I hope you will take a 
look and give some feedback about which candidate you 
believe is the best choice.   

FROM THE RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION DIRECTOR 

 

“The world's favorite season is the spring.  
All things seem possible in May.” 

 ~Edwin Way Teale 

 
Spring is here!   The forsythias are in full bloom, 
daffodils, and tulips adorn nearly every yard.  The 
weeping cherry trees in Capron Park are in their full 
spring glory.  The weather is slowly warming. 
 
Youth Sunday will be held on May 17 th.  Each class will 
deliver a short presentation.  Children and teens will also 
participate in the entire service including serving as 
ushers and greeters and lighting the chalice.  Many 
classes are already planning for this annual service.  
Please be sure to attend Youth Sunday and support our 
children and teens. 
 
The Religious Education program holds Postsession 
during the final weeks of the church year.  Children in 
preschool through seventh grade will participate in an 
assortment of group activities.  We need parents and 
other adults to assist with Postsession so that our 
teachers can enjoy time in the sanctuary. 
 

 
 

The annual Murray Church Talent Show  was held in 
early April.  Fifteen children, teens, and young adults 
participated.  Acts included the musical group, Cactus 
Attack, young comedians, a pogo stick demonstration, 
and a number of young musicians.   
   
The annual children’s Easter egg hunt  was held on 
Easter Sunday.  Thank you to everyone who donated 
candy this year.  This was the first year that we did not 
need to use any RE funds to purchase candy for the 
eggs.  Thank you to the Youth Group who filled more than 
400 plastic eggs and also hid the eggs on Sunday 
morning.  It was a very chilly Easter Sunday, but all of the 
children enjoyed hunting for eggs.     
 
We have quite a few returning teachers next year.  
However, we will need a number of teachers in our 
classes for children in preschool through fourth grade. 
Please consider volunteering.  It is a great place to work 
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with children.  Next year, most classes will be learning 
about our Christian and Jewish roots.  In order to serve 
as a teacher, you must be associated with Murray Church 
for at least one year.  You must also be willing to undergo 
a CORI background check. Older high school aged youth 
may also volunteer to serve as assistant teachers.   
 
The Teen Book Group  will be discussing Wicked by 
Gregory Maguire during their next meeting on Thursday 
evening, May 14th at 7 p.m. in the Unity Room.  
Philosophers’ Café,  a discussion group for high school 
aged teens, will meet on Thursday, May 7th.  
Philosophers’ Café will hold its final gathering of the 
church year on Thursday, May 21st. 

~Nan Loggains 
 

 
Above:  Practice for the Children’s Easter Choir  

 
�

Philosophers’ Café 
A Discussion Group for High School Aged Youth 

 

Meets on May 7th & 21st   
7–8:30 PM in the Purple 

Chat Room  
(1st & 3rd Thursdays of the 

Month) 
Newcomers are welcome. 

 

 
 

MURRAY CHURCH 

TEEN BOOK 
GROUP�

 

Will discuss  
Wicked by Gregory 

Maguire 
Thursday, May 14th in the  

Unity Room from 7–8:30 PM 
 
 

AND… 
 

Looking for Alaska  
by John Green 

Thursday, June 11th 
in the  

Unity Room from 7–8:30 PM 
 

Below: “Signs of Spring” Scavenger Hunt, K-2 Class 

  
 
 Below: Youth Organ Presentation with Dr. Kevin Birch 

 
 
Below: More pictures from the Talent Show 

  
 



 4 

  
 

View the rest of the spring Religious Ed. photos at : 
http://murraychurchre.blogspot.com/ 

ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION,  
GROUPS & ACTIVITIES 

 
FIRST SUNDAY OF THE 
MONTH BOOK GROUP 
On Sunday, May 3 rd we’ll discuss 
Annie Dillard’s An American 
Childhood, a delightful memoir about 
the author’s childhood growing up in 
Pittsburgh.  A reviewer commented, 
“Loving and lyrical, nostalgic without 
being wistful, this is a book about the 
capacity for joy.” Join us at 11:45 in 
the John Murray Room. Light lunch 
will be served. All are welcome. 

 
YOGA & MEDITATION GROUP  

We meet on Monday evenings from 7:00-8:30 in the 
John Murray Room.  Our current routine is an hour 
of yoga using the Kripalu Center's Gentle Yoga DVD 
followed by a 20 minute meditation.  If you'd like to join 
us, wear comfortable clothes and bring a yoga mat or 
towel/blanket for yoga.  For meditation, bring a yoga 
cushion/stool or you can meditate sitting on the sofa or a 
chair.  Meditation instruction provided if desired. 
Newcomers are always welcome.  
Contact:  Karla Bassler or Barbara Clark 

 
PARENTS OF TEENS SUPPORT GROUP 
Meets on Wednesday, May 6 th from 7 to 8:30pm in the 
Youth Group Room (Purple Chat Room).  New 
members are always welcome. We meet on the first 
Wednesday evening of each month. For more 
information, please contact Barbara Clark. 

 
HEALING RESOURCES FOR DEPRESSION 
The Healing Resources for Depression group will meet on 
Friday, May 15th  from 7:00 to 8:30 PM in the John 
Murray Room.  The group is open to members and 

friends of the Church and is confidential and supportive.  
Each month we have a focus for discussion and sharing.  

Contact person:  Gretchen Robinson 

 
CIRCLE OF SPIRITS 
In May, we will meet on Wednesday evenings, May 
13th and 27 th at 7pm in the Unity Room. The Circle of 
Spirits is an earth-based pagan spiritual group. All are 
welcome!  Contact:  Jessica Brien and Claudia Cruz-
Teixeira at CircleofSpirits@gmail.com for more info. 

 
MURRAY KNITTERS 
We meet year round every 2nd and 4th Monday of the 
month in the Purple Chat Room from 7pm to 9pm.   
Come knit with us!  We can provide yarn and needles for 
anyone wanting to learn to knit. Contact Staci MacDonald  
if you have any questions or visit our website: 
www.murrayknitters.com 
  

 

“The Ideas Exchange”  
On Wednesday evening, May 13th the 

Rev. Sandra D. Fitz-Henry will facilitate a 
final “Ideas Exchange” gathering to exchange 

perspectives focused around a specific 
question. Join us from 7:00 – 8:30 pm in the 

John Murray Room for a lively discussion.  
All are welcome. 

 

 
 

Get acquainted with some remarkable UUs 
in Cambridge on June 13  

 

"Under a spreading chestnut-tree 
The village smithy stands; 
The smith, a mighty man is he, 
With large and sinewy hands...   
 

So begins one of the poems of 
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, a 
world-renowned 19th century poet 
and a Unitarian.  Murray members 
and friends are invited to join a trip 
to Cambridge on Saturday, June 

13, for a guided tour of Longfellow's home. (The house 
also served as headquarters for General George 
Washington during the Siege of Boston in1775.)  After 
lunch in Harvard Square (or brown bag in Harvard Yard), 
we'll catch a bus to Mount Auburn Cemetery. Established 
in 1831, this beautifully landscaped, park-like cemetery, 
influenced by Unitarian ideas about death, was the first of 
its kind. We'll meander along the winding paths of Mount 
Auburn, stopping at the graves of some of the many 
notable Unitarians and Universalists buried there, 
including Longfellow, Julia Ward Howe, Buckminster 
Fuller, Fannie Farmer, Oliver Wendell Holmes Sr., 
William Ellery Channing, and John Murray.  Travel via 
train/subway.  The Longfellow tour costs $3 and is limited 
to 15 people.  Sponsored by Adult Activities.   
Sign up at coffee hour or contact Charlie Adler.  
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Restoration of the RE Garden  
Join us on Sundays from noon to 
4 PM to restore the RE garden 
(located between the office wing 
and the RE wing) and add a 
pathway from the hallway door 
near the Sanctuary, across the 
garden, to the Unity Room. We 
need about 20 people helping at 
each session, and expect to 

complete the project by the third week in May. We will not 
meet on Mother’s Day, but will meet the day before (Sat.) 
for 2 hours (10 AM to noon). There are plenty of jobs to 
do and we really need the help! You can pick up a project 
schedule in the back of the Sanctuary or on the coffee 
table at coffee hour. Questions? Please speak with Maura 
and Adam Zysk or Rusty and Bill Morrow any time. Their 
phone numbers are in the directory. 
 

ADVOCACY & SERVICE  
 

American Cancer Society Relay for Life 
Join the Team  

 

Our church team, Rainbow Chasers will be parti-
cipating in the American Cancer Society’s Relay for  
Life on June 12 and 13 at the North Attleboro High 
School track.  A team is a group of 8 to 10 people who 
can commit to walking for 1 to 2 hours and also raise 
much needed funds. As in the past luminary bags will be 
available for you to personalize in honor/ memory of 
someone dear to you. You may also take a chance to win 
300 Massachusetts scratch lottery tickets. Last year’s 
lucky winner was Staci MacDonald. All money raised 

stays in the New England area 
for research, education, 
advocacy and patient service 
programs. If you are interested 
see Ricky Larson or Diane 
Beauvais at coffee hour. Thanks 
for your support.  
 

 ~Diane Beauvais 
 

MURRAY FOOD PANTRY UPDATE  
 

   The Murray Food Pantry helps approximately 35 low-
income individuals and families per week with a bag of 
groceries. We are currently looking for volunteers to 
hand out food bags on Mondays and Thursdays from 
9:30-11:30 AM. It’s an easy task and the people who 
come are friendly and appreciative. We are also looking 
for a person to recruit and schedule volunteers on a 
regular basis.   Please contact the Murray Office at 508-
222-0505 or Murray.ch@verizon.net to step forward and 
help with this important community service. 
 
   We’re often running low on nutritious foods (soup, 
cereal, pasta, rice, Parmalat milk and juice), brown paper 
bags and toiletries. If you would like to donate any of 
these items, please place them in the collection boxes 
outside the door to the Historical Room, near the Music 

Office. We thank you kindly for any donation you are able 
to share with our fellow community members in need. 
 
 

Rhode Island Sustainable Living Festival  
Green Building • Alternative Energy Vehicles • Bio-
Diesel • Organic Living • Sustainable Communities •  
Community Activism • Films • Nature Hikes • 
Performance Art • Deep Ecology • Sustainability 
Experts • Solar Power • Yoga • The Healing Tent… 
and more!  The 8th annual Rhode Island Sustainable 
Living Festival, June 6th and 7th in Coventry, RI features 
live music, 80 workshops, 100 vendors, food, art, and 
activities for kids. For further information and to purchase 
your tickets, visit: http://apeiron.org/slf2009/ 

 
FOOD ‘N FRIENDS SOUP KITCHEN 

 

The next Food n' Friends Soup Kitchen visit is 
on Saturday, May 25 th from 8:30am-12:15pm at the 
Centenary United Methodist Church located on the corner 
of Sanford and North Main Streets across from the 
Attleboro YMCA. Please use the entrance located down 
the ramp at the side of the building. If you’re interested 
in volunteering at the soup kitchen, please contact  
one of the coordinators:   Mary Basilone), Theresa 
Mahoney) and Kevin Dumont) 
 

 
UU Service Committee Update  

 

In collaboration with grassroots organizations across the 
state, UUSC and the UU Legislative Ministry of California 
are teaming up with local environmentalists and human-
rights activists to push for passage of the Californian 
Human Right to Water Act of 2009, AB 1242. The 
Assembly Committee on Water, Parks, and Wildlife, a 
legislative committee in Sacramento, has scheduled a 
hearing on the bill for Tuesday, April 28, 2009. 
 
"In California, where communities are grappling with a 
growing water crisis, the need for a human-right-to-water 
policy is urgent," said Patricia Jones, UUSC's 
Environmental Justice Program Manager. "Many 
Americans suffer from lack of access to safe, sufficient, 
affordable water for daily human needs, including millions 
of people in California. Low-income residents, persons on 
fixed incomes, persons affected by serious illness, and 
residents in poor rural areas, struggle to maintain access 
to safe, affordable water. Passage of this bill will inspire 
communities around the country, and encourage state 
and national efforts, to ensure that water for the poor is a 
priority in the United States." 
 
UUSC is collaborating with the Water Summit, a network 
of environmental, human-rights, and social-justice 
organizations from around California that are heading up 
the effort to adopt the human-right-to-water bill. 
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Jones pointed out that in 2005, Congress passed the 
Senator Paul Simon Water for the Poor Act, which made 
safe water and sanitation in the developing world an 
official U.S. foreign policy goal. "President Obama, in his 
inaugural address, declared that a foreign policy objective 
of the United States would be to ensure that every person 
has access to safe drinking water. AB 1242 will bring this 
goal home to California and set into motion policies to 
ensure that no person is left without this basic necessity 
of life and dignity.” 
 

~Submitted by Murray UUSC Rep., Liz Lamoureux 

�
UUSC Coffee Project Update  

 

 
Pecan Cooperative Women and UU Women 

Working Together 
by Esther West, Interfaith Program Representative 

 
The women of Southern Alternatives Agricultural 
Cooperative (SAAC) and the Unitarian Universalist (UU) 
women attending the first International Convocation of 
Unitarian Universalist Women (ICUUW) are collaborating 
to create an economy based on fairness and respect. 
Approximately 600 Unitarian Universalist women active in 
their communities attended this global convergence, 
which took place February 26 – March 1 in Houston, 
Texas. The remarkable women worked together at the 
event to further women's rights and social justice. 
 
SAAC is a black women's co-operative in southwest 
Georgia that grows and shells Equal Exchange's Roasted 
Salted Pecans. The Federation of Southern 
Cooperatives, of which SAAC is a member, describes 
SAAC's role: "SAAC women are members of the 
Southern Rural Black Women’s Initiative (SRBWI), which 
promotes the first human rights agenda in the United 
States aimed at eradicating historical race, class, cultural, 
religious and gender barriers experienced by southern 
rural black women." The co-op's success translates into 
more jobs and programs for their community. Carrie 
Thomas, a founding member of SAAC, states, "Our 
bigger thing is helping our community. We work hard at 
that." 
 
Many UU women at the conference tasted SAAC's 
delicious pecans and learned how UUSC Small Farmer 
Funds, earned for each pound of product purchased 
through the UUSC Coffee project in 2007, are supporting 
women's leadership training for SAAC members. 
Conference participants enjoyed the scrumptious pecans 
and were excited to see how their consumer power 

makes a difference. The women shared ideas about how 
to tell SAAC’s story back home.  
 
Women are coming together in a powerful way to create a 
more democratic and just economy, and we invite you to 
join us! 
 
Fair Trade matters!  
 
Equal Exchange fair trade coffee, tea and cocoa products 
are available for purchase during coffee hour each 
Sunday at Murray Church. 

 
DENOMINATIONAL NEWS  

 
ELECTION FOR NEW PRESIDENT OF THE UUA 
In case you missed this under the Minister’s column… 

 
During General Assembly this June, 
in Salt Lake City delegates will be 
casting votes to elect the person who 
will serve as president of the UUA for 
the next 4 years.. There are two 
candidates: Rev. Dr. Laurel Hallman 

and Rev. Peter Morales.  Each would bring different 
strengths to the job of president.  Murray Church will have 
four absentee ballots to cast and we would like to get 
some response from you, as members of this 
congregation, about who you consider the best candidate. 
 
There are a number of ways to familiarize yourself with 
the candidates. Each has a website: where you can see 
video clips and read their biographies and platforms. 
(hallmanforuuapresident.org and 
moralesforuuapresident.org ) In addition, during May I will 
be setting up the television after service to play excerpts 
from the candidates’ video material. I hope you will take a 
look and give some feedback about which candidate you 
believe is the best choice.   

 
Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) Events  

 

General Assembly (GA),  where the opportunity to vote 
for the next UUA President (see above) will happen, is 
being held in Salt Lake City, Utah on June 24-28, 2009. 
The registration book is available in the Murray Office or 
visit the UUA website at: www.uua.org/ga  
 
New England Leadership School (NELS)  is scheduled 
for the week of July 25 – August 1, 2009 at Craigville 
Conference Center on Cape Cod. www.uua.org/nels  
 

Ballou Channing District (BCD) Events  
 

BCD Spring Conference and Annual Meeting takes 
place on May 2nd, from 8 AM – 3:30 PM at First Parish 
Church (Old Ship) in Hingham, MA.  
 
“Looking Forward – Young Adult Ministry” 
Monday, May 4th 7:15 – 8:45 PM, Duxbury, MA  
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“Creating Partnerships to Improve and Enrich 
Women’s Lives”  Saturday, May 9th 8:45 AM – 3:30 PM, 
Waltham, MA. Registration including lunch is $25. 
Contact Pat Manley, patmanley@verizon.net, 508-429-
4117 or Dorothy Emerson, RevEmerson@aol.com, 781-
483-3133. 
 
“Looking Forward – Our Congregations’ Futures” 
Saturday, May 16th 9:30 AM – 12:00 PM, Taunton, MA  
 
More UUA and BCD events, resources and news are 
available online at: www.uua.org , www.bcduua.org   
Or check the DENOMINATIONAL NEWS bulletin 
board outside the Murray office. Timely information  is 
posted there every week. 
 

MURRAY NEWS & UPDATES  
 
 

Urgent Plea to Turn in Your 2009-2010 Pledges  
 

To date we have only received $147,000 
in pledges towards our goal of $171,000.   
While we are extremely grateful for the 
continued, thoughtful and generous 
support of those who have already 
pledged, if we do not hear from more of 
you, we will be faced with budget cuts of 

up to 10%, which would necessitate drastic changes in 
church programs and services.   In these uncertain 
economic times, human needs often increase, and it is 
more critical than ever to ensure that our church 
community remains strong.   If you have not yet pledged, 
please join us in support of a strong Murray community 
and turn in your pledge form as soon as possible.  If 
everyone who never pledged before made even a 
modest contribution of $5 per week, there would be 
no budget shortfall.    Blank pledge forms (paper or 
electronic) are available from the church office, or please 
contact Lucia Field or Diane Jones, Co-governors of 
Finance. 

 
 

Music Corner  
 
 
 
 

The month of May will bring The 
Treblemakers out on the first 
Sunday.  On the next, the choir 
presents a musical rose for Mother’s Day, when they sing 
Jean Berger’s “A Rose Touched by the Sun’s Warm 
Rays.”  We also expect a madrigal about May and a 
return appearance of Kitteridge’s “Tenting on the Old 
Camp Ground.”  At some point we are looking forward to 
a service with music of 20th century French composers, 
as bid on earlier in the year and won by Maxine Johnson. 
 

 
~Dennis E. Ferguson, Director of Music 

 
 

 
Prolatio Singers & Players Concert,  

Sunday, May 17 th 
The Prolatio Singers & Players will present a “greatest 
hits” concert in the Murray Sanctuary at 4:00 PM on 

Sunday, May 17th. The concert is free and open to the 
public. Donations are appreciated. 

 
Chaminade Music Club Concert,  

Sunday, June 7 th 
 

On June 7, 2009, the Chaminade Music Club will hold a 
concert at Murray to continue the celebration of the 
International Year of the Organ, 2009-2010. The program 
will feature performances by: Robert Johnson, organ; 
Maxine Johnson, flute; Gerald Kates, baritone; Mary 
Whelan, organ; Linda Westgate, soprano; Dennis 
Ferguson, organ. The concert is free and open to the 
public. Donations are appreciated. For more information, 
visit: www.chaminademusicclub.org 
 

 
 

SUMMER SERVICES:  
 

Share YOUR Interests with Us 
This Summer! 

 

During the summer months, 
worship continues on Sunday 
mornings at 10am in the Unity 
Room with a wonderful variety of lay-led summer 
services. This is a fun opportunity for Murray members 
and friends to choose a date and share a special interest 
or spiritual practice with others in a smaller group setting. 
Past topics have included: summer solstice, meditation, 
patriotic songs, the Whole Earth Ethic, serenity, mindful 
living, spirals and spirits, organs of Holland, accepting 
praise, "music, spirit and emotion" and many others. 
What’s YOUR interest? We hope you will share it!  
 

Sign-ups and information  to help you plan your service 
is available at coffee hour or contact a member of the 
Religious Services Committee: Roger Boucher, Dawn 
Casstevens, Karen Crawford, Jeremiah Falvey, Cheryl 
Iannotti, Allison MacDonald, Len Yutkins. 
 

 
 
 

Get Reminders and Updates from the  
Murray Office Via Email  

If you’re not already receiving our  “Notes from 
the Murray Office” and other congregational 
announcements via email, but would like to, 
please send your email address to Dawn at 
Murray.ch@verizon.net and you will be added to 
the email distribution list. Notes are sent out 
every week or two, and occasionally during the 
summer. 
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Murray Church Annual Meeting Warrant  
 

There will be an Annual Meeting of all members of M urray Unitarian Universalist Church 
on Thursday, May 28, 2009 at 7:00PM in the Unity Ro om. Please see the following list of 
nominees for office. To vote at this Annual Meeting, members must have signed the 
Membership Book on or before April 1, 2009 and have made a recorded financial contribution to 
the church during the fifteen months preceding the meeting. 
 

-Stephanie Paquette, Clerk 
 
*Please note that all committee and board annual reports are now due. 
 
** If you’re newer to Murray Church and you’ve neve r been to the Annual Meeting, please 
consider coming. It’s a great opportunity to learn more about the church and participate in the 
discussions about the upcoming year. Annual reports from officers, boards and committees will be 
presented, we will vote on the budget, and elect new board members. Join us! 
 
 
 

 
FROM THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

 
The following slate of officers and committee membe rs 

is offered for election at the 2009 Annual Meeting:  
 
 

OFFICERS (3 one-year terms) 
Moderator* Donna Palmer 1st term expires 2010 

Vice Moderator* Jim Richardi 1st term expires 2010 
Clerk# Stephanie Paquette 3rd term expires 2010 

Treasurer# Irene Yutkins 2nd term expires 2010 
 
 

BOARD OF GOVERNORS (2 two-year terms) 

Gov. of Adult Activities* 
Charlie Adler/Barbara Clark 

(Co-Governors) 
1st term expires 2011 

Governor of Finance# 
Lucia Field/Diane Jones (Co-

Governors) 
2nd term expires 2011 

Governor of Membership* Greg Wehmeyer 1st term expires 2011 
Governor of Property* Rob Hasselbaum 1st term expires 2011 
Gov. of Religious Ed. Bev Hall 1st term expires 2010 

Governor of Trust Funds# Bill Freddo 2nd term expires 2011 
Governor of Worship Len Yutkins 1st term expires 2010 

 
 

BOARD OF AUDITORS (3 one-year terms) 
Auditor* Bill Dixon 1st term expires 2010 
Auditor# Melanie Samuel 2nd term expires 2010 
Auditor# Russell Negus  3rd term expires 2010 

 



 9 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

BOARD OF DEACONS AND DEACONESSES (2 two-year terms)  
Deaconess# Sheila Jacobs 2nd term expires 2010 
Deaconess* Donna Cooke 1st term expires 2011 
Deaconess* Shelly Freddo 1st term expires 2011 
Deaconess* Monica Staaf 1st term expires 2011 
Deaconess# Laurie Lawes 2nd term expires 2011 

Deacon Steve Bell 2nd term expires 2010 
Deacon Bill Jones 2nd term expires 2010 
Deacon Jeremy Paquette 1st term expires 2010 

Deacon# Richard Plumb 2nd term expires 2011 
Deacon David Powers 1st term expires 2010 

 
 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES (2 two-year terms) 
Trustee Rob Hasselbaum 2nd term expires 2010 
Trustee# Peggy Dixon 2nd term expires 2011 
Trustee# Bill Morrow 2nd term expires 2011 
Trustee# Len Yutkins 2nd  term expires 2011 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COMMITTEE (2 two-year terms) 
Member# Jessica Brien 2nd term expires 2011 
Member# Karyn Frink 2nd term expires 2011 
Member# Mike Casstevens 2nd term expires 2011 
Member Vanessa Wehmeyer 2nd term expires 2010 
Member Rick Millard 2nd term expires 2010 
Member* Rachel Killion 1st term expires 2011 
Member Cathleen DeSimone 1st term expires 2010 
Member Pam Dumont 1st term expires 2010 
Member* Kristina Emberg 1st term expires 2011 
Member* John MacDonald 1st term expires 2011 

 
 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE (1 two-year term) 
Member Patrick Kenney Term expires 2010 
Member Staci MacDonald Term expires 2010 
Member*  Ricky Larson Term expires 2011 
Member* Linda LeGendre Term expires 2011 
Member* Janet Richardi Term expires 2011 

 
* indicates member to be elected at the annual meeting 

# indicates incumbent to be reelected at the annual meeting 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 

Roger Boucher, Betsy Bullock, Shelly Freddo, Patrick Kenney and Staci MacDonald 
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2009 "Spring into Summer" Fair  
"Spring into Summer" with us on Saturday June 6 th   

at the "Spring into Summer" Fair! 
 

This one-day event is guaranteed to be a lot of fun to go 
along with the hard work as we make this very important 
fundraiser happen again. We need support from as 
many people as possible with the following: 
 

� We need help with setup starting Sunday, May 31 st 
right after church service and coffee hour are over, 
organizing and pricing sale items during the week. 
 

� We need fair workers on Saturday June 6 th for 
various jobs, and cleanup afterwards the same day. 
Sign ups for volunteers will be available soon at coffee 
hour and via e-mail to the church office - we will be 
asking for your help - please say yes!   
 

� We also need your donations of usable items such 
as:   starter plants, cuttings, seedlings, yard sale items, 
small and medium sized furniture in good condition, 
household goods, area rugs, books, hand tools, etc. 
(Please, NO old computers, printers, or monitors.) 
Televisions, stereos, and small electronics are 
gratefully accepted only if they are in good working 
condition. Any toys must be clean and in good condition 
with all pieces present. Clean out your garages, barns, 
basements, and attics – and tell your family and friends 
as well and ask for their donations! Please drop off 
items in the Blue Room (corner room across from 
Fellowship Hall).  If you need certain items picked up, 
please contact Jim Richardi and we will make arrange-
ments to get them as soon as possible. 

 

The "Spring into Summer" Fair  will happen - rain or 
shine – hope to see you there! 

~ Jim Richardi & Members of the Finance Committee 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HONORING GIFTS    
If you’d like a unique way to publicly mark 
an anniversary, a special event, memorial 
date, birthday, with a donation to our 
church, simply fill out an Honoring Gift 

Form and turn it into the office with your check attached. 
Later, the honoree and reason for your tribute will be 
listed in this newsletter. Gifts of any amount are 
welcomed, they are tax-deductible, and you may specify 
your preference for how it will be spent. Please contact 
the church office at 508-222-0505, or visit our website: 
www.murrayuuchurch.org to print an Honoring Gift Form.  

 
 
 

����������	
�������������	
�������������	
�������������	
���� ���
 

Our condolences to Brandy Staples and to all the family 
and friends of Andrew  “Andy” Gerke, who died following 

a car accident on April 14, age 24. He was a fine 
musician, playing in jazz and concert ensembles and in 
the marching band, and had received his B.A. in Civil  
and Environmental Engineering.  Brandy worked with 
Andy during summers in Maine, and called him her  

“ice cream sandwich buddy.” 
 

Congratulations to Melissa Lawes on having qualified for 
the Dean’s List at Springfield College, in Massachusetts. 

 
May Day special birthday best wishes and love to Gus 

Pearson, dear Murray member, who turns 94 on May 1st. 
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MAY 2009 
Sunday Monday  Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   April 29 
7:00 PM  Circle of 
Spirits – UR 
7:00 PM  Ideas 
Exchange – JM 

April 30 
7:15 PM BCD 
Racial Justice 
Meeting – JM 
7:30 PM Choir – 
Sanc 

May 1 
11:30 AM 
Caring 
Committee 
Tea – JM 

May 2 
10:00 AM Music 
Cmte – JM 

3 
9:00 AM Choir -
Sanc 
10:00 AM Worship 
Service & Church 
School 
11:15 AM OWL 
Parent/Guardian 
Meeting – YGR 
11:45 AM Book 
Group – JM 
12:00–4:00 PM 
RE Garden 
Project 
7:30 PM  Al-Anon 
– FH* 

4 
1:30 PM Gold 
Dusters–FH* 
7:00 PM Yoga / 
Med – JM 
7:15 PM RE 
Committee – UR 
8:00 PM 
Pathways – FH* 

5 
 

6 
7:00 PM  Parents 
of Teens Support 
Group – YGR 

7 
12:00 PM 
Interfaith 
Meeting – JM 
7:00 PM 
Appreciative 
Inquiry – JM 
7:00 PM 
Philosophers’ 
Café – YGR  
7:30 PM Choir – 
Sanc 

8 
  

9 
 

10 
Mother’s Day  
9:00 AM Choir –
Sanc  
10:00 AM Worship 
Service & Church 
School 
7:30 PM Al-Anon 
– FH* 

11 
7:00 PM Yoga / 
Med – JM 
7:00 PM Knitting 
Grp– YGR 
7:15 PM 
Emergency 
Readiness Task 
Group – UR 
8:00 PM 
Pathways – FH* 

12 
7:15 PM Board of 
Governors – JM 
 
 

13 
10:00 AM Small 
Group Ministry – 
JM  
7:00 PM Circle of 
Spirits – UR 

14  
7:00 PM Teen 
Book Grp – UR 
7:30 PM Choir – 
Sanc 
 

15 
7:00-8:30 PM 
Healing 
Resources for 
Depression – 
JM 

16 
Armed Forces 
Day 

17 
9:00 AM Choir -
Sanc 
10:00 AM Worship 
Service Youth 
Sunday 
12:00–4:00 PM 
RE Garden 
Project 
4:00 PM  Prolatio 
Concert – Sanc 
7:30 PM  Al-Anon 
– FH* 

18 
7:00 PM Yoga / 
Med – JM 
8:00 PM 
Pathways – FH* 
*Universalist     
Deadline for  
June Issue 

19 
7:15 PM 
Deacons & 
Deaconesses-JM 

20 
1:30 PM Gold 
Dusters Regular 
Mtg – FH* 

21 
7:00 PM 
Philosophers’ 
Café – YGR 
 
7:30 PM 
Committee on 
Ministry – Study 
 
7:30 PM Choir – 
Sanc 

22 23 
8:30AM-12:15PM 
Soup Kitchen  
Centenary 
Church 
*volunteers 
needed 
 

24 
9:00 AM Choir -
Sanc 
 
10:00 AM  
Worship Service & 
Church School 
7:30 PM Al-Anon 
– FH* 
 
31 
10:00 AM Worship 
Service & Church 
School 
7:30 PM Al-Anon 
– FH* 

25 
Memorial Day 
7:00 PM Yoga / 
Med – JM 
7:00 PM Knitting 
Grp– YGR 
8:00 PM 
Pathways – FH* 

26 
7:00 PM  
Religious 
Services Cmte – 
JM 
7:30 PM Finance 
Cmte  – FH 

27 
7:00 PM  Circle of 
Spirits – UR 
7:30 PM Property 
Committee – Little 
Rm 

28 
7:00 PM 
Murray Church 
Annual 
Meeting – UR  
 
7:30 PM Choir – 
Sanc 
 

29 
 

30 
 

Abbreviation Codes  
* = non-church activity – renter; RE = Religious Ed ucation; BCD = Ballou Channing District;  

UUA = Unitarian Universalist Association; JM = John  Murray Room; FH = Fellowship Hall; UR = 
Unity Room; YGR = Youth Group Room; N = Nursery; HR  = Historical Room; Office = Church Office;  

Study = Minister’s Office; Sanc = Sanctuary �
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Mark Your Calendar  
 

Wednesdays, April 29 th & May 13 th 
Ideas Exchange, 

7:00 PM in the John Murray Room 
 

Sundays, Noon-4:00 PM 
Restoration of the RE Garden 

Volunteers Needed 
 

Sunday, May 3 rd 

Our Whole Lives (OWL) 
Parent / Guardian Meeting 

11:15am in the Purple Chat Room 
 

Thursday, May 7 th 

Appreciative Inquiry 
7:00 PM in the John Murray Room 

 

Sunday, May 10 th 

Mother’s Day service at 10:00 AM 
 

Sunday, May 17 th 

Youth Sunday service at 10:00 AM 
 

Sunday, May 24 th 

Memorial Day service at 10:00 AM 
 

Thursday, May 28 th 
Murray Church Annual Meeting 

7:00 PM in the Unity Room 
All are welcome to attend 

The May-pole is up, Now give me the cup; 
I'll drink to the garlands around it; 

But first unto those, Whose hands did compose 
The glory of flowers that crown'd it. 

                                                                     ~ Robert Herrick, The Maypole, 1660�

 


