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WORSHIP SERVICES 
 
 
4/5     “Let Your Life Speak”  
            The Rev. Sandra D. Fitz-Henry 
            “Thank You” Coffee Hour will be  
            held in Fellowship Hall, courtesy 
            of the Stewardship Committee 

 
4/12   “Easter Sunday” 
           Children’s Choir 
           The Rev. Sandra D. Fitz-Henry 

 
4/19   “Genesis of Prayer” 
            Religious Services Committee 

 
4/26   “What It’s All About” 
           Clean-Up Sunday 

The Rev. Sandra D. Fitz-Henry 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The next Universalist  deadline is 
Sunday, April 19, 2009. 

FROM THE MINISTER 
 
“Easter is the power of inner rebirth that a breaks the powers that hold us 
in bondage. It is the eternal ‘yes’ that shatters every ‘no.’”    

Frederick E. Gillis 
 
It is now a few days past the official beginning of spring. We had a few 
warm days, but yesterday and today it is bitterly cold again. Back and 
forth we zigzag toward spring, see-sawing back and forth, leaving winter 
behind --- but gradually. And I (maybe you, too) sometimes become 
impatient with gradual. When one comments about this in exasperation, 
people will often say, in response, “Oh, that’s New England for you!” as if 
that explains it all, makes it OK, and how silly of you to expect it to be 
any different. To be “New England,” then, is to be full of discontinuity, 
sudden switchbacks, beautiful balmy days, followed by sudden seizures 
of cold, followed by surprising thaws? Yes! I guess that’s it. And though 
we may call it “New England,” it is simply nature being nature. It’s just 
that we forget, from year to year, how this goes, and have to remember 
all over again. We have only to turn to one of our transcendentalist 
ancestors to be recalled out of our impatience with the nature of nature.   
 
One hundred and fifty years ago, Henry David Thoreau, that keen 
observer of nature’s transitions, wrote in his journal on March 10, 1859: 
“These earliest spring days are peculiarly pleasant. We shall have no 
more of them for a year. I am apt to forget that we may have raw and 
blustering days a month hence. The combination of this delicious air 
which you do not want to be warmer or softer, with the presence of ice 
and snow, you sitting on the bare russet portions, the south hillsides, of 
the earth, this is the charm of these days. It is the summer beginning to 
show itself like an old friend in the midst of winter. You ramble from one 
drier russet patch to another. These are your stages. You have the air 
and sun of summer, over snow and ice, and in some places even the 
rustling of dry leaves under your feet, as in Indian–summer days.”  
 
We contain, he seems to be saying, parts of all the seasons (of life) 
within us, simultaneously.  Thoreau, during the time he lived at Walden 
Pond, often noted the simultaneous presence of growth and dissolution 
in nature. He spoke of the “tenacity of life” and observed  “that spring 
advances in spite of snow and ice, and cold even.”   
 
What Thoreau describes over and over again is the power of life’s 
continuity. The strength of spring to come, continuously, in the midst of 
death and dissolution. The tenacity and perseverance of life, to emerge 
on the other side of winter’s “death,” transformed into new life. 
 
Poets and philosophers, scientists and theologians speak of these same 
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
We are an active congregation who 

come together in fellowship to maintain 
an environment that promotes spiritual 

growth for individuals and families  
and affirms diversity of belief. 

 

We reach out in a caring way within 
our church and beyond with a 

commitment 
to build a more loving community. 

 

 



dimensions of the human spirit.  The truth that the darkest 
times in the human spirit are succeeded by a renewal of 
life. The truth that though justice may be denied, or 
delayed, it will rise again to be born anew in the hearts of 
people. That love may be buried under selfishness and 
hatred but that it can rise up and prevail. That love is 
stronger than death.  
 
“The possibility of transformation and renewal exists; it is 
in all of us,” writes Earl Holt. “All around us are people 
whose lives, in ways large and small, have been 
transformed and renewed: those who have overcome the 
loss of what was most precious to them in the world, 
those who have won a battle with alcohol or other drugs, 
those who have transcended the temptation to despair 
when life was at its darkest. Resurrection is not a long 
ago, unique, unlikely event, but is potentially present in all 
human life. …Easter is the promise that we can be 
reborn; it is the promise of new life.” 
 
This time of year when we are precariously ”perched on 
the precipice of spring,” we can almost feel the ice and 
cold of winter thawing the inside of us, as well. Melting 
our winter places, as we hear the chorus of birds begin to 
sing out.  Releasing our heaviness, as we see the crocus 
thrusting up, out of the earth. Expanding our spirits, as 
our skin feels the greater warmth of the sun. Coming to 
life again in a new way. 
 
Clark Wells wrote this Prayer at Easter, one of my 
favorites, that I share here: 
 
Lord God of Easter and infrequent Spring, 
Thaw our wintry heart., 
Announce the large covenant to deceitful land,  
Drive the sweet liquor through our parched veins. 
Stir the vacant eyes with green explosions  
 And gold in azure sky. 
Smite the pall of death that hangs like desire, 
Lure us to fresh schemes of life. 
Rouse us from tiredness, self-pity, 
Whet us for use,  
Fire us with good passion, 
Rekindle thy Church. 
Restore in us the love of living, 
Bind us to fear and hope again. 
 As we thank with brief thanksgiving 
 Whatever odds may be, 
 That life goes on living, 
 That the dead rise up ever, 
 That even the weariest river 
 Winds back to springs under sea. 
 
May this season of Easter and of Passover be a time of 
rebirth and renewal  --  lured, rekindled, roused and 
restored to greater life. 

 
Sandra 

 
 
 
 
 

FROM THE RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION DIRECTOR 

 
“April is a promise that May is bound to keep.” 

~ Hal Borland 
 

A few days ago, there was a confirmed sighting of a small 
mass of crocuses in my neighbor, Alice’s front yard.  For 
twenty-one years, Alice’s crocuses have been my first 
sign of spring.  As long as Alice’s crocuses bloom I know 
that warmer days cannot be far away. 
 
 Another sure sign of spring is the talent show.  The 
annual Murray Church Talent Show is just around the 
corner.  It will take place in the sanctuary on Saturday, 
April 4th at 7 p.m.  We still need performers!  Murray 
Church members and friends of all ages are encouraged 
to participate in this year’s show.  This is a 
noncompetitive event.  Past performers have ranged in 
age from four to eighty-four.  We also need a supportive 
audience.  Be sure to join in the fun!  Performers should 
sign up on the bulletin board outside the RE office. 
 
The annual children’s Easter Egg Hunt will be held on 
Easter Sunday, April 12th during the last half of the 
Sunday school period.  We need donations of candy for 
the plastic eggs.  We do not need any plastic eggs this 
year.  Candy may be any type that is wrapped.  It should 
also fit inside a standard plastic egg.  Please feel free to 
donate any type of candy.  We will make substitutions for 
children with braces who cannot have anything too chewy 
or children with peanut allergies (we have a few children 
with mild allergies, but no children with severe allergies).  
Please bring your donated candy to the RE office by 
Sunday, April 5th.   
 
The annual Teacher Appreciation Breakfast is set for 
Sunday morning, May 3rd at nine o’clock in Fellowship 
Hall.  All teachers, assistant teachers, youth group 
advisors, childcare providers and their spouses, 
significant others, and their children are invited to attend 
this year’s breakfast.  If you taught anytime during this 
church year you’re invited! 
 
The Teen Book Group will be discussing Hitchhikers 
Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams during their next 
meeting on Tuesday evening, March 9 at 7 p.m. in the 
Unity Room.  Philosophers’ Café, a discussion group for 
high school aged teens, will continue to meet throughout 
the spring on the first and third Thursday evenings of the 
month.  Teens are also invited to the Teen Movie Night 
on the fourth Thursday of the month.  The April movie will 
be October Sky.  The movie begins at 6:30 sharp.  
Newcomers are welcome at all of the teen activities. 
 
The March Madness Murray Night was held several 
weeks ago.  Both children and adults participated in a 
variety of games including ping pong, basketball, and 
dancing.  Thank you to the members of the Religious 
Education Committee who helped organize the event.  
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High school seniors should contact me as soon as 
possible about delivering a senior reflection on Youth 
Sunday and bridging in early June. 
 

~Nan Loggains 
 
 
 
 

�

Philosophers’ Café 
A Discussion Group for High School Aged Youth 

 

Meets on April 2nd & 16th  
7–8:30 PM in the Purple 

Chat Room  
(1st & 3rd Thursdays of the 

Month) 
Newcomers are welcome. 
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MURRAY CHURCH 

TEEN BOOK 
GROUP�

 

Will discuss The 
Hitchhiker’s Guide to the 

Galaxy  
by Douglas Adams 

Thursday, April 9th in the  
Unity Room from 7–8:30 PM 
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ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION,  
GROUPS & ACTIVITIES 

 
 

Join in “The Ideas Exchange”  
 

   On three Wednesday evenings in April -- April 1st, April 
15 and April 29  -- the Rev. Sandra D. Fitz-Henry will 
facilitate a gathering to exchange ideas and perspectives 
focused around a specific question or a theme.  
 

   On April 1 the Ideas Exchange will center around the 
question: “Is it ever wrong to do the right thing?”  This 
question is the brainteaser in this year’s annual 
philosophy competition, the Great American Think-Off.   
The group meets from 7:00 – 8:30 pm in the John Murray 
Room. All are welcome. 
 

 
 
FIRST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH BOOK GROUP  
 
 

On Sunday, April 5 th we’ll 
discuss The End of Faith by Sam 
Harris—an impassioned plea for 
reason in a world divided by 
faith. This important and timely 
book delivers a startling analysis 
of the clash of faith and reason in 
today's world. Harris offers a 
vivid historical tour of mankind's 
willingness to suspend reason in 
favor of religious beliefs, even 
when those beliefs are used to justify harmful behavior 
and sometimes heinous crimes. Join us at 11:45 in the 
John Murray Room. A light lunch will be provided. 

Everyone is welcome. 
 
On Sunday, May 3 rd we’ll discuss 
Annie Dillard’s An American 
Childhood, a delightful memoir 
about the author’s childhood 
growing up in Pittsburgh.  A 
reviewer commented, “Loving and 
lyrical, nostalgic without being 
wistful, this is a book about the 
capacity for joy.” Join us at 11:45 in 
the John Murray Room.  
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YOGA & MEDITATION GROUP  
 

We meet on Monday evenings from 7:00-8:30 in the 
John Murray Room.  Our current routine is an hour 
of yoga using the Kripalu Center's Gentle Yoga DVD 
followed by a 20 minute meditation.  If you'd like to join 
us, wear comfortable clothes and bring a yoga mat or 
towel/blanket for yoga.  For meditation, bring a yoga 
cushion/stool or you can meditate sitting on the sofa or a 
chair.  Meditation instruction provided if desired. 
Newcomers are always welcome.  
Contact:  Karla Bassler or Barbara Clark 
 
Murray Church Member contact information is in the 
church directory or call the church office: 508-222-0505. 
 
PARENTS OF TEENS SUPPORT GROUP 
Meets on Wednesday, April 1 st from 7 to 8:30pm in 
the Youth Group Room (Purple Chat Room).  New 
members are always welcome. We meet on the first 
Wednesday evening of each month. For more 
information, please contact Barbara Clark. 
 
Murray Church Member contact information is in the 
church directory or call the church office: 508-222-0505. 
 
HEALING RESOURCES FOR DEPRESSION 
The next Healing Resources for Depression group will 
meet on Friday, April 24 th from 7-8:30 pm in the John 
Murray room at Murray Church.  Please note the change 
to the 4th Friday  (I am away on our usual night).   

Topic:  advocating for self and others; sticking up for 
ourselves at work, in our families, etc.  Read further into 
the Action Key chapters of Getting Your Life Back by 
Wright and Ramirez (available through the Library).   

Gretchen Robinson,  facilitator: 
 
Murray Church Member contact information is in the 
church directory or call the church office: 508-222-0505. 
 
 
CIRCLE OF SPIRITS 
In April, we will meet on Wednesday evenings, April  
8th and 29 th at 7pm in the Unity Room. The Circle of 
Spirits is an earth-based pagan spiritual group. We 
celebrate the Wiccan holiday and learn/teach other earth 
based pagan aspects such as tarot, runes and herbs. All 
are welcome!  Contact:  Jessica Brien and Claudia Cruz-
Teixeira at CircleofSpirits@gmail.com for more info. 
 
MURRAY KNITTERS 
We meet year round every 2nd and 4th Monday of the 
month in the Purple Chat Room from 7pm to 9pm.   
Come knit with us!  We can provide yarn and needles for 
anyone wanting to learn to knit. Contact Staci MacDonald  
if you have any questions or visit our website: 
www.murrayknitters.com 
 
Murray Church Member contact information is in the 
church directory or call the church office: 508-222-0505. 
 

 
 

ADULT ACTIVITIES: RELIGULOUS  
 

Come join us Thursday April 23 rd at 7pm in the John 
Murray Room for a showing of the Bill Maher movie, 
RELIGULOUS.  An excerpt from the website describes 
the movie: "The documentary RELIGULOUS follows 
political humorist and author Bill Maher ("Real Time With 
Bill Maher," "Politically Incorrect") as he travels around 
the globe interviewing people about God and religion. 
Known for his astute analytical skills, irreverent wit and 
commitment to never pulling a punch, Maher brings his 
characteristic honesty to an unusual spiritual journey". 
The film is rated R. Please contact Bethany Armour with 
any questions or to sign up. 
 

 
 

AHPS Monthly Meeting  
 

On Thursday April 16 at 6:45 pm, the Attleboro 
Historic Preservation Society will hold its monthly  
meeting at Murray Church.  The program will be about a 
brief history of our church including a tour of the building.  
Len and Irene Yutkins will be the speakers.  The meeting 
is open to the public.  If you have any questions, contact 
the Yutkinses.  
 

 

 

SECOND CALL FOR ARTISTS,  WRITERS, 
CRAFTSPEOPLE, ETC… 

 

The projected date for the service around “Creativity,” will 
be Sunday, May 3rd.  If you love making things, please 
plan to participate in some form or other.  You do not 
have to speak! Anyone who loves creating things:  
photographer, painter, dancer, glassblower, jewelry 
maker, woodworker, composer, quilter, is welcome.  
Once I know who’s interested we’ll find a time—after 
church on a Sunday or on a Wednesday evening -- to get 
together.  This will be a Sunday to show some work, and 
share its relation to your life. If you’re interested in being 
part of this, or would like to know more, please let me 
know: sandra.fitzhenry@verizon.net; 508-222-0505; or 
during coffee hour.                    ~Sandra (Rev. Fitz-Henry) 
 

  
 

Speaking of Crafters…  
 

Would you be interested in getting together with other 
crafters once or twice a month to work on your own 
projects in the company of others with similar interests? If 
so, please email or call Inki Hasselbaum or Dawn 
Casstevens  
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Join a Murray tour of Cambridge on June 13 
with a focus on notable UUs  

 

"This is the forest primeval. The murmuring pines and 
the hemlocks, bearded with moss, and in garments 
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green, indistinct in the twilight..."   
 

So begins one of the poems of 
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, a 
world-renowned 19th century poet 
and a Unitarian.  Murray members 
and friends are invited to join a trip 
to Cambridge on Saturday, June 
13, for a guided tour of Longfellow's 
home. (The house also served as 
headquarters for General George 
Washington during the Siege of 
Boston in 1775.)  After lunch in 

Harvard Square (or brown bag in Harvard Yard), we'll 
catch a bus to Mount Auburn Cemetery. Established in 
1831, this beautifully landscaped, park-like cemetery, 
influenced by Unitarian ideas about death, was the first of 
its kind. We'll meander along the winding paths of Mount 
Auburn, stopping at the graves of some of the many 
notable Unitarians and Universalists buried there, 
including Longfellow, Julia Ward Howe, Buckminster 
Fuller, Fannie Farmer, Oliver Wendell Holmes Sr., 
William Ellery Channing, and John Murray.  Travel via 
train/subway.  The Longfellow tour costs $3 and is limited 
to 15 people.  Sponsored by Adult Activities.   
 

Sign up at coffee hour or contact Charlie Adler. 
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ADVOCACY & SERVICE  

 
American Cancer Society Relay for Life 

Join the team  
 

If it’s April it must be time to think 
about June and the American 
Cancer Society’s Relay for Life.  Our 
church team, Rainbow Chasers will be 
participating on June 12 and 13 at the 
North Attleboro High School track. A 
team is a group of 8 to 10 people who 

can commit to walking for 1 to 2 hours and also raise 
much needed funds. If you are interested see Ricky 
Larson or Diane Beauvais at coffee hour. As in the past 
luminary bags will be available for you to personalize in 
honor/ memory of someone dear to you. You may also 
take a chance to win 300 Massachusetts scratch lottery 
tickets. Last year’s lucky winner was Staci MacDonald. All 
money raised stays in the New England area for 
research, education, advocacy and patient service 
programs. To learn more please contact Diane. Thanks 
for your support. 
 

Diane Beauvais 
Murray Church Member contact information is in the 
church directory or call the church office: 508-222-0505. 
 
 
 

MURRAY FOOD PANTRY UPDATE  
 

 

The Murray Food Pantry helps 
approximately 35 individuals and 
families per week with a bag of 
groceries. On the third Sunday of the 
Month, April 19 th, or anytime during the 
month, we invite Murray members and 
friends to bring in an item or two for the 
Food Pantry, so we can help keep the 

shelves stocked. If you are able, we ask that you bring in 
one or two of the following items: peanut butter, pasta 
sauce, canned fruit, juice or Parmalat milk. Please 
place items in the containers at the back of the sanctuary. 
Other food, paper goods, toiletries, grocery store gift 
cards and monetary donations (so that additional food 
can be purchased) are also welcome. We thank you 
kindly for any donation you are able to share with our 
fellow community members in need.  

 
 

FOOD ‘N FRIENDS SOUP KITCHEN 
 

The next Food n' Friends Soup Kitchen visit is 
on Saturday, April 25 th from 8:30am-12:15pm at the 
Centenary United Methodist Church located on the corner 
of Sanford and North Main Streets across from the 
Attleboro YMCA. Please use the entrance located down 
the ramp at the side of the building.  
 
If you’re interested in volunteering at the soup 
kitchen, please contact one of the new coordinators : 
Mary Basilone, Theresa Mahoney or Kevin Dumont. 
 
Murray Church Member contact information is in the 
church directory or call the church office: 508-222-0505. 
 

 
 

UU Service Committee Update  
 
This year, on the 60th anniversary of the Declaration of 
Human Rights, it is especially important to take up action 
on the human right to water. Why? Today, one in six 
people around the world live without access to safe 
drinking water, and a third live without access to 
sanitation. Over 13,000 people die every day due to 
water-related diseases, nearly all of them in developing 
countries. The United Nations Development Program has 
labeled this phenomenon "water apartheid." This picture 
will become worse, unless we take action. 
 
UUSC partners are making the human right to water a 
reality around the world. In Ecuador, El Movimiento Mi 
Cometa worked to help pass the new national 
constitution, which protects the human right to water. 
Activists in California are working to pass AB 1242 — the 
Human Right to Water Act 2009. Massachusetts Global 
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Action is organizing communities in Boston to pass a 
human right to water policy. 

�
UUSC Coffee Project  
 

What is Fair Trade? 
 

In the context of agricultural commodities 
"fair trade" is a voluntary program 
practiced by some importers and food 

companies to create an alternative market for traditionally 
disadvantaged producers in developing countries, usually 
small-scale farmers. The components include: 
 

·  direct purchasing from to those who are poorly served 
by the conventional markets, specifically small farmers 
and their cooperatives 

·  agreed upon commodity floor prices that provide for a 
dignified livelihood 

·  a promise by importers to make affordable credit 
available to the farmer cooperatives 

·  a world-wide network of non-profit certifying 
organizations 

·  a fee paid by the importers and wholesalers to cover 
the cost of certification 

·  a seal that assures consumers that a product was fairly 
traded  

 

Fairtrade Labeling Organizations International (FLO) in 
Bonn, Germany handles the certification of fair trade 
commodity production and exports. They may be 
contacted at: www.fairtrade.net, Phone (dialing from the 
US): 011-49-228-949230, coordination@fairtrade.net.  
FLO has member organizations in each importing country 
that handle the certification of fair trade imports and use 
of the fair trade seal on packaging. In the United States 
that group is TransFair USA, based in Oakland, 
California, www.transfairusa.org.  
 
Fair Trade matters! Equal Exchange fair trade coffee, 
tea and cocoa products are available for purchase during 
coffee hour each Sunday at Murray Church. 

 
DENOMINATIONAL NEWS  

 
Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) 

 

A UUA President Information Forum  is being held at 
First Parish in Brewster on Saturday April 25th, 1:30 to 
3:30 PM. 
 
General Assembly (GA),  where the opportunity to vote 
for the next UUA President (see above) will happen, is 
being held in Salt Lake City, Utah on June 24-28, 2009. 
The registration book is available in the Murray Office or 
visit the UUA website at: www.uua.org/ga  
 
New England Leadership School (NELS)  is scheduled 
for the week of July 25 – August 1, 2009 at Craigville 
Conference Center on Cape Cod. www.uua.org/nels  
 

Ballou Channing District (BCD) 
 

The BCD is holding three “Looking Forward” gatherings: 
  

“Looking Forward – Ministry to Youth”  
Monday, April 27th 7:15 – 8:45 PM, Fairhaven, MA  
 
“Looking Forward – Young Adult Ministry” 
Monday, May 4th 7:15 – 8:45 PM, Duxbury, MA  
 
“Looking Forward – Our Congregations’ Futures” 
Saturday, May 16th 9:30 AM – 12:00 PM, Taunton, MA  

 
Also, the BCD Spring Conference and Annual 
Meeting takes place on May 2 at First Parish Church  
(Old Ship), Hingham, MA. 
 
To find out more about these and other exciting 
denominational events check the DENOMINA-
TIONAL NEWS bulletin board outside the office. 
 

UU Camps & Conferences 
 

UU camps and conferences are amazing opportunities to 
relax, learn and meet other UU’s – these programs are 
available for adults, youth and families on a wide range of 
weekly or weekend themes. The new 2009 booklets from 
Ferry Beach (ME), Rowe Camp & Conference Center 
(MA), Unirondack (NY) and other travel-related info is 
available on the CAMPS, CONFERENCES & TRAVEL 
OPPORTUNITIES bulletin board to the left of the 
Minister’s Study. Now is a great time to lock in early 
registration rates and make your summer plans! 
 

Visit online: 
www.ferrybeach.org, www.rowecenter.org, 
www.starisland.org, www.yruustar.org, 
www.unirondack.org  
 
*Contact the Murray Church office (508-222-0505 or 
Murray.ch@verizon.net) if you are interested in 
scholarships for church related educational courses or 
other denominational affairs, or camperships to help you 
attend a UU camp or conference this summer. 

 
MURRAY NEWS & UPDATES  

 
 

IF YOU’VE BEEN THINKING OF JOINING 
MURRAY CHURCH … 
 

On Sunday, April 5th a number of folks will 
be signing the Membership Book during 
the Palm Sunday service.  If you’d like to 
be a part of this, please let me know.  

~Rev. Sandra D. Fitz-Henry 
 

 
 

Newcomer Gathering, April 26 th  
 

Newcomer gathering April 26th in the Unity Room. If 
you've just started coming to Murray please consider 
dropping in anytime between 4 PM and 6 PM.  You'll have 
a chance to meet some of our regular members and ask 
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questions about all that goes on at Murray.  We look 
forward to getting to know you too. 
 

We'll be grilling meat and veggies for you so no need to 
cook dinner that night. Children are welcome. Child care 
will be provided. Call Linda LeGendre if you want more 
information. 
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Appreciative Inquiry – We Need YOU!  
 

Throughout the month of February we held 5 Appreciative 
Inquiry ‘discussions’ that were well attended – to date 
over 50 individuals have participated in these 
discussions.  However YOU were missing and we really 
want everyone’s input.  That said, the AI Team decided to 
hold three, maybe four more discussions before the end 
of the ‘traditional’ church year. The goal is to gather input 
from as many members and friends – no you do not have 
to be a member to participate – as possible.  Three 
additional ‘conversation’ times have been scheduled –  
 

·  Sunday, April 19th 11:30 AM to 1:30 PM 
·  Tuesday, April 28th 7:00 – 9:00 PM 
·  Thursday, May 7th  7:00 – 9:00 PM 

 

We need a minimum of six participants for each 
‘conversation’ time. Sign-up sheets will be available at 
coffee hour. You only need to sign up once. 
 

The Design step of the process, originally scheduled for 
March 14th, will now be held at a date to be announced in 
October, 2009. 
 

Appreciative Inquiry is a process where we ask 
EVERYONE to share their stories and from that we, 
together, IMAGINE what could be.  Maybe your DREAM 
for Murray is more diversity, maybe it is a stronger and 
more organized Social Action Plan, and maybe it is to 
grow to the point of needing TWO Sunday Services. 
Whatever YOUR Dream for Murray, come and share it 
with your fellow Murray Church members and friends and 
TOGETHER we will IMAGINE THE POSSIBILITIES! 
 

Call or email Janet Richardi 
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            Stewardship Campaign Update 
Many thanks to those of you who have turned in your 
Stewardship Campaign pledge forms.  We are about 
half-way to our pledge goal, having heard from 
approx. 45% of pledging units.  The budget planning 
process is already underway for the coming church 
fiscal year, and we rely on estimated pledge income 
figures when setting the budget, so if possible, please 
turn in your completed pledge form to the Murray 

Church office by the end of March.  We also invite 
you to attend the Stewardship Campaign Thank-You 
Coffee Hour to be held in Fellowship Hall 
immediately following the church service on Sunday, 
April 5, when we will announce the results of this 
year's Stewardship Campaign. 
                                               ~ The Finance Committee 
 

 
 

Clara Barton Spring Rummage Sale : 
April 17-18, 2009 in Fellowship Hall 

The Clara Barton women’s group needs all your gently 
used clothing and shoes for our rummage sale. Also, 
household items and books will be appreciated. These 
items can be left in the “blue room” across from the office 
before the 16th of April. If the door is locked, you may 
leave them in Fellowship Hall. Please label them “For 
Clara Barton.”  

Come shop at the Rummage Sale from  
9 AM – 3 PM on Friday, April 17 th , and  
9 AM – 1 PM on Saturday, April 18 th ! 

 

 
 

Many Thanks for Helping Hands  
 

Many thanks go out to the Helping Hands team who 
made possible the completion of two recent property 
maintenance projects. We completed the replacement/ 
refurbishment of the R.E. wing hallway ceiling, which 
definitely made it much brighter out there with an over-
head fresh new look. We also cleaned out the storage 
shelves in the boiler room stairway and made room for 
some extra material left over from several previous 
projects. Super kudos  to the T.E.A.M. (Together 
Everyone Achieves More):  Bruce Field, Bill Freddo, Bill 
Jones, Patrick Kenney, Russ Negus, George Piggott, 
Larry Reilly, Adam Zysk.   

Jim Richardi  - Governor of Property    
 

 
 

DID YOU KNOW?  Murray Church has extra parking 
space available at the medical office building located 
diagonally across from the church at 550 North Main 
Street. If you arrive and can’t find a space on the main lot, 
don't turn around and go back home! Please use this 
additional lot where you’ll be able to find a spot and park 
as close to the street as possible. Please be very careful 
crossing North Main Street. Thanks for your cooperation 
and we are glad you come to Murray Church! 
 

 

 

Music Corner  
 

The month of April is always an 
appreciated month for New 
Englanders with its warmer 
temperatures and diminishing 
amount of that frozen white stuff on 
the ground.  It also brings interesting music to our church.  
 

The choir will sing J.S. Bach’s Passion Chorale, a double 
choir piece of Tomás Luis de Victoria, a children’s choir 
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piece, as well as a psalm (Brother James’ Air) and a 
Pennsylvania Dutch song of Spring. There will also be a 
few “guests” to play instrumental spots. 
 

As you may have noticed, our choir has decreased in 
numbers.  We are desperately looking for a few good 
persons to augment our little band of vocalists.  Reading 
musical notation is not a requirement. 
 

~Dennis E. Ferguson, Director of Music 
 

 
 

Children’s Easter Choir, Sunday April 12:   
“Here Comes the Spring!!”  

  

The youth will again participate in a song during the 
Easter Sunday Service. They will practice a couple times 
in RE and then at 9:35 AM on Easter Sunday morning. 
This promises to be a fun time for all! Adults are more 
than welcome to participate with their youth if they wish. 

We look forward to your 
participation! 
  

Thank you all and thank you 
very much Nan for allotting us 
the time as well as Dennis and 
Stephanie for lending your 
talents. 
 

 
 
 
 

Hook & Hastings: American Master Organ Builders  
 

A Guided Tour with Dr. Kevin Birch  
Friday, April 17 th   

at 7:30 PM in the Sanctuary 
 

Celebrate the International Year of the Organ! Join us for 
a guided tour in the Murray Sanctuary with Dr. Kevin 

Birch of the University of 
Maine. He will do a 
PowerPoint presentation and 
demonstration on the  
E. & G.G. Hook & Hastings 
Organ (Opus 111, built in 
1882).  
 

*Suggested donation $10  
 

If you have a child or teen 
who is interested in learning 
more about the organ,  
please contact Mary Whelan 

at 508-222-5762 or mwhelan@wheatonma.edu  
 

 
 

 

 

MEDIEVAL REVELRY AT MURRAY, 2-28-09  
 

For a few hours on Saturday night, February 28, the Unity 
Room was transformed into a 
medieval hall in Ireland, with 
music by River Heart and 
stories by their shenachie, or 
Celtic storyteller.  Ed Merck, a 
former member of Murray 
Church, and the recorder player 
in River Heart, told our Rev. 
Sandra Fitz-Henry of the group 
last year and offered a 
performance.  The Music 
Committee undertook the 
planning of the project with the 
blessing of the Finance 
Committee, and the people of Murray made it happen. 
 
To begin spinning the web of enchantment that evening, 
Sarah McGinnis (wife of Ron Bernier, pictured at right), 
plucked out beautiful filaments of music on her harp.  She 
was the embodi-ment of medieval loveliness in the 
authentic costume she designed and sewed. 
 

Many thanks to River Heart, the 
“lyric ensemble 
of medieval music and mystical 
tales” whose music and tales 
transported us to long-ago Ireland:  
Peter Hughes, concert violinist; 
Steven Liebman, lutenist; Ed 
Merck, historical wind player; Alan 
O’Hare, the shenachie, who 
wandered in from the moors to tell 
us tales of village life in Ireland.  
We are deeply grateful to them for 
their gift of a magical evening. 

 
A small group of Murray people began planning the 
evening last November by defining the event.  We 
decided to offer food as well as entertainment, and the 
master chefs, led by Janet Richardi, provided delicious 
soups, breads and cookies, accompanied by mulled cider.  
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Amy Craig, a professional events planner, drew up a 
seating plan with tables arranged in a large U facing the 
fire in the hearth and a portable stage, generously loaned 
to us by the Norton Singers (thanks to Stephanie and 
Jeremy Paquette for hauling the stage in their truck, from 
and back to Peter Molitor’s barn).   
 

Stephanie Paquette created an eye-catching poster, 
made tickets, and managed the pre-sale of tickets.  
Monica Staaf and Mary Whelan distributed publicity 

widely.  Due to these efforts, we 
attracted a good audience of 
seventy people (we even had a 
response from California – due to 
the speed of electronic transmission 
– they declined the invitation). An 
energetic crew came in Friday and 
Saturday to set up and decorate the 
Unity Room.  Laurie Lawes recruited 
a super efficient staff who served the 

food, and she was cashier.  Jessie Hill arranged for 
babysitters so that families with young children could 

attend.  The kids were 
entertained by sitter Hunter 
Parent-Wetmore dressed 
as a medieval jester.  
Some members of the 
audience and Murray 
presenters also wore 
costumes inspired by the 
Middle Ages.  Jim Richardi 

supervised the clean-up (and also fed logs to the fire to 
keep it lively and warm during the entertainment).  Thanks 
to Jim and the wonderful people who stepped up after the 
performance to put everything back in place.  At the end 
of the evening, Stephanie submitted a financial 
accounting, and we were able to 
contribute a net of $574 to the 
general funds of Murray Church.  
 
The collaboration, creativity, and 
energy shown by Murray people 
in preparing and presenting 
Medieval Revelry were amazing!  
It shouldn’t be a surprise, since 
we have lots of practice from the 
annual holiday fair, but this new 
kind of event required a real stretch of abilities.   The 
coordination called to mind a flock of birds which 
suddenly take off from their huddled perching and fly as a 
group, swirling and swooping at great speed, then just as 
quickly and efficiently land altogether back on the tree or 
rooftop.  At Murray, for Medieval Revelry, each person 
took responsibility for a certain area, and just did the job.  
Everyone deserves a huge “thanks!”  Yet each one 
contributes willingly and generously without expectation of 
any reward other than the satisfaction of a job well done 
and benefit for the church.  It makes sense of the old 
saying, “virtue is its own reward.”  The word “virtue,” or 
“vertu,” originally meant “strength;” indeed, the good 
works of Murray people are what make the Church so 
strong! 
 

 

Join us for Religious Services Sunday, April 19 th   
"Genesis of Prayer"  

 

We have a role as co-creators of the universe. We look at 
life with innocent eyes when we are young; we are the 
center of our own universe. As we mature, we recognize 
our connection with each other and the many different 
ways Lifeforce* is honored. 
 

How do you observe, think about, meditate on, question 
and find connection with what you consider to be 
reverent? Our prayers, formal or informal, public or 
private, are ours. What does "prayer" mean to you? Join 
us as we explore this interesting topic. 
 

* God, Goddess, Spirit, Energy, Mysterious Presence 
 

 
�

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS  
 The Board of Deacons and Deaconesses is now 

accepting scholarship applications. Anyone can seek 
financial assistance to help meet expenses incurred while 

attending church related educational courses or other 
denominational affairs.  Applications must be submitted 

no later than Tuesday, April 21. 
 

All applications will be reviewed and considered by the D 
& D's at their regular meeting on April 21, 2009.  

Scholarship applications and guidelines are available in 
the office, and should be returned to the church office or 
Laurie Lawes.  If you have any other questions please 

call Laurie (508- 695-6791) or see any member  
of the Deacons and Deaconesses.  

 

 
 

Join Us for our ANNUAL SPRING CLEAN UP  
of the Murray Grounds on April 26 TH 

 

Please join the Property Committee for the annual 
Spring Clean Up. We will be starting at 8:00 AM on 
Sunday, April 26 th.  We ask that you give us whatever 
time you can that day whether it is an hour in the morning 
or some time after the service. There will be a regular 
worship service that day and you are welcome to break 
and attend in your outdoor work clothes. Please bring 
yard tools, rakes, tarps and bow saws if you have them. 
We will have the grill going for a post clean up 
celebration. Please see Adam Zysk or Jim Richardi if you 
have any questions. 

 
 

Help Wanted  
 

Do you have the Christmas spirit?  Are you interested in 
improving the financial outlook of our church community?  
If you answered YES! to these questions, you may be just 
the person we’re looking for. 
 

Dynamic church committee seeks one or two individuals 
to coordinate major fun(d)-raising event.  Ideal 
candidate(s) will enjoy working with friendly people, be 
able to multi-task with a smile, thrive in a fast-paced 
holiday environment, and find humor in chaos.  Ability to 
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create Christmas-themed bulletin boards a plus. 
 

Interested individuals should contact Shelly Freddo or 
Betsey Bullock.  We are retiring as Holiday Fair Co-
chairs, and will happily provide training, hand-holding, 
and moral support to our successors. 

 

 
 
 

 

Literacy Center Photography Exhibit,  
March 29 th  – April 8 th  in Fellowship Hall  

 

The Literacy Center is celebrating its 20th year with a 
special volunteer appreciation and literacy awareness 
photography exhibit called, Through the Lens; Literacy 
Volunteers Lighting the Way; 20 Portraits for 20 Years.  
Featuring portraits and stories of volunteers, tutors and 
students, the exhibit is an inspiring exploration of 
volunteerism and adult education needs in our 
community.  They hope the exhibit will raise awareness 
about the critical need for adult education services, 
motivate people to volunteer, and encourage new 
students to reap the benefits of adult education in our 
community. Come view the exhibit in Fellowship Hall. 
Hours are Monday-Friday 8:30-11:30 AM from March 29 
through April 8. Sunday hours are 9:00 AM –12 Noon.  
 

 
 

HONORING GIFTS    
If you’d like a unique way to publicly mark 
an anniversary, a special event, memorial 
date, birthday, with a donation to our 
church, simply fill out an Honoring Gift 

Form and turn it into the office with your check attached. 
Later, the honoree and reason for your tribute will be 
listed in this newsletter. Gifts of any amount are 
welcomed, they are tax-deductible, and you may specify 
your preference for how it will be spent. Please contact 
the church office at 508-222-0505, or visit our website: 
www.murrayuuchurch.org to print an Honoring Gift Form.  

 

 
 
 

 
A special thanks to Brandy Staples and Claire 
Kenney for helping in the office last month and 
as always to our wonderful M.O.S.T. (Murray 
Office Support Team) who fold, tape, label and 
sort the newsletters every month: Mary, Phyllis, 
Betty, Ginny, Dave, Bev & Joan. Thank you to 
Betty Clark who folds our Sunday Order of 
Service each week. And to Mary Whelan for 
often lending an extra helping hand. 
 

 
 
 

 

ANNUAL MEETING 
WARRANT 

 

There will be an Annual Meeting of all members 
of Murray Unitarian Universalist Church on 
Thursday, May 28, 2009 at 7:00PM in the Unity 
Room. 
 

A notice of this meeting and a list of nominees 
for office will be sent to all members as directed 
by the Bylaws of Murray Unitarian Universalist 
Church. 
 

To vote at this Annual Meeting, members must 
have signed the Membership Book on or 
before April 1, 2009 and have made a 
recorded financial contribution to the church 
during the fifteen months preceding the 
meeting. 

Stephanie Paquette, Clerk 
 

Please note that all reports  must be in to the church 
office by April 26, 2009 
 
 
 

Please scroll down to the next page to see the 
Monthly Calendar of Activities and Events! 
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APRIL 2009 
Sunday Monday  Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

March 29 
 

Literacy Center 
Photography Exhibit  
opens –FH 
 

9:00 AM Choir -Sanc 
 

10:00 AM  
Worship Service 
& Church School 
 

7:30 PM  
Al-Anon – FH* 

March 30 
 
 

Literacy Center 
Photography 
Exhibit continues 
thru April 7th–FH 
 

7:00 PM 
Yoga / Med – JM 
 

8:00 PM 
Pathways– FH* 

March 31 
 
 

April 1 
 

7:00 PM 
Parents of Teens 
Support Group 
– YGR 
 

7:00 PM  
Ideas Exchange 
– “Is it ever 
wrong to do the 
right thing?” – JM 

2 
 

7:00 PM 
Philosophers’ 
Café – YGR  
 

7:30 PM 
Choir – Sanc 
 

3 
 

1:00 PM 
Caring 
Committee–
JM 

4 
 

10:00 AM 
Music 
Committee – 
JM  
 

7:00 PM 
7th Annual 
Murray Talent 
Show – Sanc 
& UR 

5 
 

Palm Sunday 
 

9:00 AM – JM 
Nominating Cmte  
 

9:00 AM Choir -Sanc 
 

10:00 AM  
Worship Service 
& Church School 
 

11:15 AM Stewardship 
Coffee Hour – FH 
 

11:45 AM 
Book Group – JM 
 

7:30 PM  
Al-Anon – FH* 

6 
 

Literacy Center 
Photography 
Exhibit closes –FH 
 

11:30 AM 
Clara Barton – JM 
 

1:30 PM 
Gold Dusters–FH* 
 

7:00 PM 
Yoga / Med – JM 
 

7:15 PM 
RE Committee 
– UR 
 

8:00 PM 
Pathways– FH* 

7 
 

 
 
 

8 
 

Passover begins 
at sundown 
 

7:00 PM Circle of 
Spirits – UR 

9 
 

Passover 
 

7:00 PM 
Teen Book Grp 
– UR 
 

7:30 PM 
Choir – Sanc 

10 
 

Good Friday 
11 
 

 

12 
 

Easter 
 

9:00 AM Choir -Sanc 
 

9:35 AM Easter 
Children’s Choir 
Practice – Sanc 
 

10:00 AM  
Worship Service 
& Church School 
 

7:30 PM  
Al-Anon – FH* 

13 
 

7:00 PM 
Yoga / Med – JM 
 

7:00 PM 
Knitting Grp– YGR 

 

8:00 PM 
Pathways– FH* 

14 
 

7:15 PM 
Board of 
Governors – JM 
 

 

15 
 

1:30 PM 
Gold Dusters 
Regular Mtg – 
FH* 
 

7:00 PM  
Ideas Exchange 
– JM 

16  
 

7:00 PM 
Philosophers’ 
Café – YGR 
 

7:30 PM 
Choir – Sanc 
 

7:30 PM  
Committee on 
Ministry – Study 
 

6:45 PM 
Attle. Historical 
Preservation 
Society Tour 

17 
 

9 AM – 3 PM 
Clara Barton 
Rummage 
Sale – FH 
 

7:30 PM 
Organ 
Presentation, 
Dr. Kevin 
Birch 

18 
 

9 AM – 1 PM 
Clara Barton 
Rummage 
Sale – FH 

19 
 

9:00 AM Choir -Sanc 
 

10:00 AM  
Worship Service 
& Church School 
 

11:30 AM – JM 
Apprec. Inquiry 

 

7:30 PM  
Al-Anon – FH* 

20 
 

7:00 PM 
Yoga / Med – JM 
 

8:00 PM 
Pathways– FH* 
 
 

21 
 

Holocaust 
Remembrance Day 
 

1:00 PM 
BCD UUMA 
Cluster – JM 
 

7:15 PM 
Deacons & 
Deaconesses-JM 

22 
 

7:00 PM 
Board of 
Trustees – JM 
 

7:30 PM 
Property Cmte – 
Little Rm 

23 
 

6:30 PM 
Teen Movie 
Night – UR 
 

7:00 PM 
RELIGULOUS 
Video – JM 
 

7:30 PM 
Choir – Sanc 

24 
 

7:00-8:30 PM 
Healing 
Resources for 
Depression  
– JM 

25 
 

8:30AM-
12:15PM 
Soup Kitchen  
Centenary 
Church 
*volunteers 
needed 

26 
 

8 AM – 1 PM 
Spring Cleanup 
 

9:00 AM Choir -Sanc 
 

10:00 AM  
Worship Service 
& Church School 
 

4:00 PM 
Newcomer Gathering – 
UR 
 

7:30 PM  
Al-Anon – FH* 

27 
 

7:15 PM 
Emergency 
Readiness Task 
Group – JM  
 

7:00 PM 
Yoga / Med – JM 
 

7:00 PM 
Knitting Grp– YGR 
 

8:00 PM 
Pathways– FH* 

28 
 

7:00 PM  
Religious 
Services Cmte  
– JM 
 

7:00 PM – UR 
Apprec. Inquiry 
 

7:30 PM 
Finance Cmte  
– FH 

29 
 

7:00 PM  Circle 
of Spirits – UR 
 

7:00 PM  
Ideas Exchange  
– JM 

30 
 

7:15 PM 
BCD Racial 
Justice Meeting 
– JM 
 

7:30 PM 
Choir – Sanc 
 

May 1 
 

 

May 2 
 

10:00 AM 
Music Cmte – 
JM 

Abbreviation Codes  
* = non-church activity – renter; RE = Religious Ed ucation; BCD = Ballou Channing District;  

UUA = Unitarian Universalist Association; JM = John  Murray Room; FH = Fellowship Hall; UR = 
Unity Room; YGR = Youth Group Room; N = Nursery; HR  = Historical Room; Office = Church Office;  

Study = Minister’s Office; Sanc = Sanctuary �

May Universalist 
Article Deadline  
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Mark Your Calendar  
 

Wednesdays, April 1 st, 15th, 29th  
Ideas Exchange, 

7:00 PM in the John Murray Room 
 

Saturday, April 4 th 
7th Annual Murray Talent Show, 

7:00 PM in the Sanctuary 
 

Sunday, April 5 th 

Stewardship “Thank You” Coffee 
Hour at 11:15am in Fellowship Hall 

 

Sunday, April 12 th 

Easter Sunday service at 10:00 AM 
Children’s Choir practice at 9:35 AM 

 

Friday, April 17 th 
Organ Presentation, Dr. Kevin Birch 

7:30 PM in the Sanctuary 
 

Friday-Saturday, April 17 th-18th  
Clara Barton Spring Rummage Sale 

Fri. 9 AM–3 PM, Sat. 9 AM–1 PM 
 

Sunday, April 19 th 

Appreciative Inquiry 
11:30 AM-1:30 PM, John Murray Rm 

 

Sunday, April 26 th 
Spring Cleanup, 8 AM – 1 PM 

Newcomer Gathering, 4 PM – 6 PM 
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