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WORSHIP SERVICES 
 
3/30  “We Have to Talk” 
          Rev. Bill & Gretchen Robinson 
          Religious Services Committee 
 
4/6   “Breaking Silence”  
          The Rev. Sandra D. Fitz-Henry 
          Thanks-for-Giving Coffee Hour 
 
4/13   “We’ve Come a Long Way?”  
          The Rev. Sandra D. Fitz-Henry 
 
4/20  “Back to Earth”  
          The Rev. Sandra D. Fitz-Henry 
 
4/27  “There Is No Spoon”  
           Len Yutkins 
           Religious Services Committee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

*The next Universalist  deadline is 
Sunday, April 20, 2008. 

FROM THE MINISTER 
 

“It is of the greatest importance that humanity now and then should take 
out its beliefs for spring cleaning”           Julian Huxley 
 
“Perhaps the same is also true of the human spirit.”    Richard S. Gilbert 
 
Toward the last week of March we reached the vernal equinox. Equinox 
means, literally, equal night. It means that on that date day and night are 
almost, but not precisely, equal; that light and dark are balanced.  After 
this date we move toward those welcome spring the days when the light 
lasts longer and longer. Until it turns and begins to go the other direction 
again, in this systole and diastole of the seasons. 
 
There is something intriguing about this balanced position that lasts so 
briefly.  Something that expresses itself in the fascination with that old 
notion that at the equinox an egg will balance on its end, held by the 
cosmic gravitational forces. For years I would try, at precisely the right 
time, to do this.  I failed. But along the way I learned that the Bad 
Astronomy home page “condemns all this equinox-egg-balancing folderol 
as hooey.” I learned also that you can balance an egg on its end any 
time of the year if you have the patience.  It’s the patience that’s needed 
not cosmic assistance, or so the scientists say.  But still, maybe next 
time…..    
  
There is something about the notion of balance that has an almost  
magnetic attraction.  People often remark, “I’m trying to get more balance 
in my life.” Balance between work and family, balance between study 
and goofing off, balance between the personal and professional, 
between being a parent and being a partner. The list goes on.   
 
Often it seems we have our clearest vision of “the balanced life” when 
we’ve been living out of balance or off balance.  
 
When many of us were kids we tried to balance perfectly off the ground 
on a teeter-totter, one of us on each end. We had to move forward or 
backward to adjust for unequal weights, adjusting until we got just the 
right placement to be in balance.  
 
As adults, balancing is a lot more challenging. People speak of juggling 
the parts of their lives; keeping all the balls in the air at once, keeping 
this balancing act going. 
 
I am thinking about how the art of balancing and the art of juggling, both 
require a center around which we balance. Being centered is part of what 
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
We are an active congregation who 

come together in fellowship to maintain 
an environment that promotes spiritual 

growth for individuals and families  
and affirms diversity of belief. 

 
We reach out in a caring way within 

our church and beyond with a 
commitment 

to build a more loving community. 
 

 



steadies our balance and gives us grounding.  
 
The spiritual practices of many world religions are 
disciplines which lead toward greater centering. Some 
Unitarian Universalists choose a particular personal 
practice. But whether we do or not, we are also part of 
this wonderful religious community, where we are part of 
one another’s growing. Here we are encouraged by our 
fellow travelers to find that inner center that aligns us with 
what we hold most dear. In a mysterious way, in 
community we are part of each other’s spiritual practice.  
 
This is the time of year when I always move toward that 
housecleaning of the spirit that Dick Gilbert speaks about. 
It is part of re-finding clarity, re-discovering what one may 
have lost touch with. Sometimes it is easier to find 
balance when we remove the accumulations. Like the 
wonderful surprise of raking off the leaves and finding 
those little crocuses, you may uncover something you 
have been looking for all along.    
 

Happy Spring Housecleaning of the Spirit, 
   Sandra 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SPRING HOUSECLEANING OF THE SPIRIT 
 
In the holy quiet of this promising hour of spring, 
 
May we purge ourselves of coldness of spirit, that warm 
spring breezes may thaw our souls; 
 
May the debris of wrongs unforgiven be gathered and 
discarded so we can start anew; 
 
May slowness of spirit, frozen by cold, be quickened to 
every fresh possibility; 
 
May the song that has lingered too long in our lungs be 
inspired by twittering bird choruses; 
 
May the grime of mistakes made be rinsed from our 
minds with the springtime waters of self-forgiveness; 
 
May the dust of the exhausting journey be wiped from the  
furniture of our lives so that it gleams again; 
 
May we muster the strength to do our own spring 
housecleaning of the spirit. 
 

Richard S. Gilbert 

FROM THE RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION DIRECTOR 

 
“Oh, the lovely fickleness of an April day!” 

 

      ~William Hamilton Gibson 
 
Musicians, comedians, dancers, jugglers, and singers are 
needed for the Sixth Annual Murray Talent Show, which 
will take place in the sanctuary on Saturday, April 12th at 
7 p.m.  We need performers of all ages and ability levels 
to share their talents at our show in early April.  We also 
need a supportive audience.  Be sure to join in the fun!  
Performers should sign up on the bulletin board outside 
the RE office.  A short reception will be held in the Unity 
Room following the Talent Show. 

 

 
 
 
AT LEFT: 
Kendra & 
Keisha Frink 
making 
Leprechaun 
Traps 
 
 
 
 

The Murray Night St.Patrick’s Party was a fun-filled event.  
Despite the dismal weather, many families made their 
way to Fellowship Hall for an enjoyable evening.  The 
children enjoyed making a variety of wonderful 
leprechaun traps.  Despite their best efforts, no 
leprechauns were caught this year.  The children also 
enjoyed a shamrock scavenger hunt and perhaps the first 
ever St. Patrick’s limbo.     
 
The annual Teacher Appreciation Breakfast will be held 
on Sunday morning, March 30th at nine o’clock in 
Fellowship Hall.  All teachers, childcare providers, and 
their families or significant others are invited.   
 
I am delighted to announce that Patrick Kenney has 
agreed to serve as the advisor for the Youth Group during 
the next church year.  Patrick has served as the Governor 
of Religious Education for the past four years.  He is the 
husband of Claire Kenney who has taught for many years 
in our RE program and she has also served for four years 
on the Religious Education committee.  Patrick is the 
father of a teenage son and a preteen son.  I am thrilled 
that we will have a Youth Group again next fall.  We still 
need another adult to co-lead the Murray Church Youth 
Group next year.  It is very important to provide our high 
school aged youth with a Youth Group.  We need to let 
our teens know that they are welcome and valued at 
Murray.  
  
We need teachers!  There will be a number of openings 
on our all-volunteer teaching staff next fall.  Our Sunday 
school program needs parents and other adults to teach.  
Older high school aged youth may also volunteer to serve 
as assistant teachers.  Volunteers should enjoy working 
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with teens and have been associated with Murray Church 
for at least one year.   
 
Murray Church has camperships available to pay a 
portion of camping fees at a Unitarian Universalist Camp.  
UU camps in New England include Ferry Beach, Star 
Island, and Rowe.  Please see me if you would like to 
apply for a campership for you or your child.  Applications 
should be submitted by May 1st. 
 
The Teen Book Group will be discussing The House of 
the Scorpion by Nancy Farmer during their next meeting 
on Tuesday evening, April 1st at 7 p.m. in the Unity Room.  
On May 6th the group will be discussing Evil Genius by 
Catherine Jinks.  Philosophers’ Café, a discussion group 
for teens, will continue to meet throughout the spring on 
the first and third Thursday evenings of the month.  Thank 
you to all of the young philosophers who assisted the 
Murray Church Easter Bunny and stuffed a gazillion 
plastic eggs while philosophizing this past Thursday 
evening.  Thank you to the many Murray members and 
friends who donated candy for the annual children’s 
Easter egg hunt. 
 

Nan Loggains 
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Will discuss  
The House of the Scorpion  

by Nancy Farmer on 
Tuesday, April 1 st, 2008 

7 to 8:30 p.m.  
in the Unity Room 

 
 
 

Will discuss  
Evil Genius  

by Catherine Jinks on 
Tuesday, May 6 th, 2008 

7 to 8:30 p.m.  
in the Unity Room 

 
 

 
 

PHILOSOPHERS’ CAFÉ  
 

Philosophers' Café, a discussion group for 
high school aged youth, will meet on 

Thursday evenings, April 3 rd and 17 th   
at 7 p.m. in the Youth Group Room   

(Purple Chat Room).   
Newcomers welcome. 

 

 

 

Come to the 

Murray Church 
Sixth Annual  
Talent Show!  

 

Saturday Evening, 
April 12 th at 7:00  
in the Sanctuary 

 

All Ages & All 
Ability Levels  

 

*Reception Follows 
in the Unity Room. 

 

 
ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  

 
FIRST SUNDAY BOOK and LUNCH BUNCH 
 

On Sunday, April 6,  we will be 
discussing Three Cups of Tea by 
Greg Mortenson and David Oliver 
Relin. In 1993, a mountaineer named 
Greg Mortenson drifted into an im-
poverished Pakistani village in the 
Karakoram mountains after a failed 
attempt to climb K2. Moved by the 
inhabitants’ kindness, he promised to 
return and build a school. Three Cups 
of Tea is the story of that promise 
and its extraordinary outcome. 

 
On Sunday, May 4,  we will be 
discussing Freakonomics, A Rogue 
Economist Explores the Hidden Side 
of Everything, by Steven D. Leavitt 
and Stephen J. Dubner. The authors 
show that economics is, at root, the 
study of incentives -- how people get 
what they want, or need, especially 
when other people want or need the 
same thing. “If morality represents 
how we would like the world to work, 

then economics represents how it actually does work.” 
Please join us for discussion and a light lunch from 11:45 
– 1:15 in the John Murray Room. 

 
YOGA / MEDITATION GROUP 
We meet Monday evenings from 7:00-8:15 in the John 
Murray Room.  The group begins with a half hour of 
gentle yoga led by a Kripalu Center DVD, followed by a 
half hour of meditation. If you'd like to join us, bring a 
yoga mat or towel/blanket and a yoga cushion/stool if you 
have one, or you can just bring yourself.  Many of us 
meditate sitting on the sofa or a chair.  Meditation 
instruction provided if desired. 
Contacts:  Karla Bassler or Barbara Clark 
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Join Our Discussion Group 
 

LET JUSTICE FLOW: THE RIGHT TO WATER  
 
In May of 2000, Fortune magazine said, "Water promises 
to be to the 21st century what oil was to the 20th century: 
the precious commodity that determines the wealth of 
nations." 
 
Water is a fundamental human right. Do we take it for 
granted? How would we feel if we turned on the tap and 
dirty water or, worse yet, no water at all came out? That 
has already happened in Michigan, California and 
Georgia during corporate attempts at privatization of 
water. Fortunately, informed citizens banded together to 
successfully reclaim their right to this life-giving resource. 
  
Please join Rev. Sandra Fitz-Henry and Liz Lamoureux 
for lively discussion, thought provoking questions and 
ideas for action about this hot topic. We will meet in the 
John Murray room for 4 weeks, beginning Wed. 4/9 
from 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.  
  
There will be sign-up sheets at coffee hour and also on 
the Religious Education bulletin board. For more 
information call the church office at 508 222-0505.   
 

 
CIRCLE OF SPIRITS  

Meets on Wednesdays, April 9 th & 23 rd at 7pm in the 
Unity Room. The Circle of Spirits is an earth-based 
pagan spiritual group. We celebrate the Wiccan holiday 
and learn/teach other earth based pagan aspects such as 
tarot, runes and herbs. All are welcome!   
Contact : Jessica Brien and Claudia Cruz-Teixeira at 
CircleofSpirits@gmail.com for more information. 

 
HEALING RESOURCES FOR DEPRESSION  

Healing Resources for Depression next meets Friday,  
April 25 th from 7-8:30 pm in the JM Room. This group 
is open to members and friends who struggle with 
depression or allied issues. It's a safe, supportive, 
confidential group. For more info, contact Gretchen 
Robinson at (508) 226-2010. 

 
PARENTS OF TEENS SUPPORT GROUP  

Meets next on Wednesday, April 2 nd from 7-8:30pm in 
the Youth Group Room (Purple Chat Room).   New 
members are always welcome. For additional info, 
contact Barbara Clark. 

 
SEPARATION / DIVORCE RESOURCE & 
SUPPORT GROUP AT MURRAY  

Meets next on Thursday, April 10 th from 7-8:30pm in 
the John Murray Room.   This is an informal group, a 
time to share experiences and emotional and spiritual 
resources. Please contact Sandra for additional info: 
(508) 222-0505 or sandra.fitzhenry@verizon.net 

 

MURRAY COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 
 

 
Join Us for an Adult Activities 
Game Night at Murray 
 

Come join fellow game enthusiasts for 
a night of fun and merriment. Bring 

your favorite game (and snack) to share and join us April 
3rd in the John Murray Room at 6:30pm.  Contact 
Bethany Armour with any questions. We look forward to 
seeing you there! 
 

 
MURRAY KNITTERS 
We meet year round every 2nd and 4th Monday of the 
month in the Purple Chat Room from 7pm to 9pm.   
Come knit with us!  We can provide yarn and needles for 
anyone wanting to learn to knit. Contact Staci MacDonald 
at stacimacd@comcast.net if you have any questions or 
visit our new website:  www.murrayknitters.com 
 
MURRAY PHOTOGRAPHERS 
Our next gathering will be held in late April – ple ase 
contact Linda Legendre or Greg Wehmeyer for 
details.  Newcomers are welcome to come and share 
your ideas, and bring some of your favorite photos. 
 

 

Memorial Garden Spring Schedule  
 

Since the weather in New England is so unpredictable, I’d 
like to suggest the following timetable with the under-
standing that it is weather dependant. I invite any and all 
to help out. We have fun, share garden knowledge and 
learn while we try something new.  
 

If the weather is decent (50+ degrees and not raini ng):  
 

Sunday, March 30 th 11:45AM - 1PM:   Clean up leaves.  
Prune dead and broken branches. Look at the shapes of 
any other deciduous bushes to see what else needs to be 
done. Check the new path for any changes caused by 
frost heave. 
 

Tuesday, April 1 st from 7 - 8 PM  - Open Meeting.  One 
of 2 business meetings held each year to discuss any 
issues dealing with the Memorial Garden.  We’re always 
happy to have more members. 
 

Sunday, April 13 th 11:45 AM to 2:15 PM (with lunch):   
– garden as needed.  Paint the outside end wall (behind 
the cut leaf maple) of the John Murray room.  Repair and 
paint latticework along the walkway beside the garden. 
 

Sunday, April 27 th plant and mulch as needed. 
 

Starting mid-May and running through the second 
week of September, we will meet one evening every 
other week from 6:30 to 7:30 PM to maintain the 
garden.   In the past it has been on either Tuesdays or 
Thursdays depending on what works - volunteers will pick 
the evening.    

Questions?  Contact Russet Morrow, Chair 
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ADVOCACY & SERVICE  
 

MEMBERS NEEDED FOR CHURCH  
RELAY FOR LIFE TEAM 

 

CELEBRATE, REMEMBER, FIGHT BACK!  
 

This is the theme for the 10th annual American Cancer 
Society’s Relay for Life. Will you be able to join this year’s 
team?  We walk for different reasons. Will your reason be 
to CELEBRATE someone who has battled cancer and 
won? Perhaps it is to REMEMBER a special person who 
lost their fight against cancer. Maybe you will join the 
church team as a survivor who continues to FIGHT BACK 
and wants to see an end to this dreadful disease. 
 
This will be our seventh year representing Murray Church 
at this community event. The Relay for Life will be held at 
the North Attleboro High School track on June 27th and 
28th. It is an 18-hour event were team members alternate 
continuously walking around the track.  
 
If you are interested please contact Diane Beauvais  at 
dmbeau@verizon.net  or stop by the team table at 
coffee hour on March 30 for further details.  
Information is also available at 
http://main.acsevents.org/RFLMaGtrAttleboro .   
You may also officially join the team at this site. Follow 
the simple steps under sign up. 
 
 

SEEKING A VOLUNTEER TO SERVE AS THE 
MURRAY ADVOCACY & SERVICE CHAIR  
 

Many individuals at Murray have become involved in 
service activities on city, state, national and international 
levels for a range of worthy causes. If you are interested 
in being the chairperson at Murray Church to help 
organize and publicize advocacy and service events, and 
liaise with other event organizers, please contact the 
church office at 508-222-0505 or Murray.ch@verizon.net  
 
Description of the Advocacy & Service Committee  
 

Purpose -  To promote an awareness of local, national, 
and international issues and to coordinate efforts by the 
congregation to respond to those issues. 
 
Responsibilities -  The Advocacy & Service Committee is 
responsible for: 
 

�  Informing the congregation of Social Action 
projects/programs, relevant to fulfilling the 
Principles and Purposes of the UUA and Murray 
Church. 

 

�  Selection and implementation of 
projects/programs/events that would respond to 
needs in specific areas of concern of individuals, 
the committee, the congregation and the 
community. 

 

Board Liaison -  Governor of Adult Activities. 
 

FOOD ‘N FRIENDS SOUP KITCHEN 
Thank you to those who helped with the March  
Food 'n Friends Soup Kitchen visit.  The next soup 
kitchen visit is Saturday, April 26 th from 8:30am-
12:15pm. Join us for fellowship, laughter and a little hard 
work to help others who are not as fortunate as some of 
us. We will meet at the Centenary Church located at the 
corner of 39 North Main and 15 Sanford Streets, across 
from the Attleboro YMCA. Please use the new entrance 
located via the ramp at the side of the building. Any help 
between 8:30 and 12:15 is always greatly appreciated. 
Questions may be sent to Diane at dmbeau@verizon.net 

 
MURRAY FOOD PANTRY UPDATE  
First things first, it is most important to say a great big 
THANK YOU to the folks that have volunteered at the 
food pantry.  Monday coverage has happened on just 
about all Mondays in 2008 thanks to the following 
volunteers: 
 

Sterling Alam and Julie Sophos in January 
Pat Braddock in February 
Inki Hasselbaum in March 
Laurie Lawes has volunteered for the month of April 
 

We also had two student volunteers from the Finberg 
School in Attleboro, Brett and Jarred, who helped with the 
various tasks associated with the Food Pantry. Thank 
you, Brett and Jarred! 
 
Hunger continues to be a serious public health issue. 
There is considerable evidence that inadequate nutrition 
results in both health and learning problems. Particularly 
disturbing is the disproportionate impact of hunger on 
children and the elderly. 
 
Murray Unitarian Universalist Church continues to help.  
We are a part of the food distribution system for the larger 
food bank and we have volunteers that pick up and bag 
food for people to pick up at our church.  Sue Kline and 
Janet Richardi coordinate the Murray Food Pantry. Sue 
works to ensure that bags of food are readily available for 
people to come and pick up.  That entails ordering, 
coordinating the delivery of, and bagging the food. Janet 
coordinates volunteers to staff the food pantry. 
 
The Murray food pantry is open two mornings a week, 
Mondays (10 AM - 12 Noon) and Thursdays. On 
Thursday’s Dawn Casstevens, our Office Administrator, 
covers and distribute food bags. The Mondays in May 
and June still need volunteers to come forth and provide 
coverage and Janet will be coordinating that process. 
The job is an easy one, sit in the Food Pantry room – the 
space across from the church office – and distribute food 
bags as people come in, there are about eight or ten 
visitors during that two hour period. If you can do one or 
more of the Mondays, please let Janet know – phone 
508-285-6078 or email janetrichardi@comcast.net.  
 
Let’s make sure that Murray is doing its part to ensure 
that no child or senior citizen goes to bed hungry! 
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UU SERVICE COMMITTEE UPDATES 

 
JAZZ CONCERTS FOR  
UUSC'S DRUMBEAT FOR DARFUR  
 

There were drumbeats galore in a recent concert in 
Cambridge to support save-Darfur efforts to prevent 
genocide in this area of the Sudan in Africa. 
 

MuseAid and Lily Pad presented their 3rd benefit to 
support Darfur's struggle for existence.  100 percent of 
ticket revenues went to Drumbeat for Darfur.   Lily Pad 
and Circadian Rhythm King provided the improv jazz. 

 
 

Water…Justice…Transformation  
April 5 th  from 9:30AM – 2:00PM  
at Duxbury 1 st Parish Church  

 

What does it mean to be thirsty? What does water 
represent to us physically, emotionally, politically, 
spiritually? Is water justice something far away or are we 
facing a threat increasingly locally? How are we called to 
respond as religious people? 
 

Come explore these and other water justice issues 
through discussion, music, political action, worshi p, 
art, and food experiences.  A totally unique day of 
spiritual reflection and opportunities for intra-
congregational collaboration brought to you cooperatively 
by Ballou-Channing District congregations and the 
Unitarian Universalist Service Committee.  
 

Contact the church office for more information or visit the 
BCD website at www.bcduua.com to register online. 
 

 
DISTURBING WATER FACTS 
 

# Although 3/4 of the globe is covered with water, over 90 
percent of it now shows the influence of increasing 
pollution. 
 

# Of all the earth's waters, the amount that is available as 
fresh water for human use is 1/2 of one percent, or .5%. 
 

# Residues of pharmaceuticals consumed and injected 
into humans and animals now appear to be in all water 
systems, according to a 3-year study sponsored by the 
Associated Press and released in March. Measuring the 
amount of these substances in the drinking water is not 
required by many cities and communities, including 
Boston. 
 

# Reservoirs, underground aquifers, and watersheds all 
have pharmaceutical-contaminated water, says the AP 
report.  And nearly 40 percent of bottled water comes 
from municipal tap water. 
 

-Nancy Doyle, UUSC Rep at Murray Church 

How Fair Trade Benefits 
Small Farmers  
 

Fair Trade provides the means 
for small farmers to make 
enough money to support 
themselves while using the 
premiums to improve their 
standard of living. Fair Trade is 

not a charity or handout; it is simply a process of giving a 
fair exchange. Equal Exchange not only provides fairly 
traded products, we also offer a fair price to you the 
consumer. By cutting out the middlemen, Equal 
Exchange pays the farmers more and gives you a better 
value. 
 
The following is a quote about the importance of Fair 
Trade to third world farmers:  
 
We in Latin America have a task before us which is 
staggering to the imagination- illiteracy to be eliminated, 
disease to be wiped out, good health to be restored, a 
sound program of nutrition to be worked out for millions of 
people. The key to all of this... is an equitable price for 
coffee. If they could secure a fair price, they could work a 
"miracle" similar to the thriving United States. If coffee 
cannot receive an equitable price, then you cast these 
millions of persons loose to drift in a perilous sea of 
poverty and privation, subject to every chilling wind, every 
subversive blast.  

 

- Andres Uribe (former chairman of the Pan 
American Coffee Bureau)  
 

Quoted from: Pendergrast, Mark. Uncommon 
Grounds. New York: Basic Books, 1999. 

 
How You Can Help Support Fair Trade  
in the United States   
 

The easiest way to support Fair Trade is to purchase 
fairly traded products. Your actions as a consumer 
support or discourage actions by businesses. By making 
the choice to buy fairly traded products you help provide 
health care, education and a better lifestyle for farmers, 
workers, and artisans around the world. Look for products 
produced by Equal Exchange or other Fair Trade vendors 
and join millions of other socially conscious consumers 
across the United States in becoming a "fair trader." 
 
 
 

Chocolate Alert!  
 

Equal Exchange chocolate is not available from the end 
of April until September! (gasp!) 
Why not stock up? Liz will be accepting prepaid  orders 
for chocolate until April 20th. Flavors can't be mixed, and 
must be purchased in boxes of 12 bars each.  
The price per box is $36.00. If you can't eat a whole box, 
split one (or more) with a friend! Murray gets 25% of the 
purchase price. Fair Trade matters! 
 

-Liz Lamoureux, UUSC Coffee Project 
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DENOMINATIONAL NEWS  
 

 

There are many fantastic 
opportunities for travel and 
attending UU-related events 
this spring and summer.  Please 
be sure to stop by the “Travel 
Opportunities” and “Denominational 
News” bulletin boards in the Hallway 
for brochures and information or 
take free literature from the table 

outside of Fellowship Hall or check with us in the office. 
 
Did you know? Murray Church has camperships 
available to pay a portion of camping fees at a Unitarian 
Universalist Camp. UU camps in New England include 
Ferry Beach (Maine), Star Island (New Hamphire), and 
Rowe (Massachusetts). Please see Nan Loggains if you 
would like to apply for a campership for you or your child. 
Applications should be submitted by May 1st. 
 

 
 

Womensphere Spring Gathering 
Aging with Grace and Spirit  

Saturday, April 19, 2008 
9:30am-3pm 

First Universalist Society in Franklin 
262 Chestnut Street, Franklin, MA 

 
Womensphere organizes sacred circle gatherings for 
women of the Ballou Channing District of the Unitarian 
Universalist Association. Our spring gathering will be a 
day spent celebrating the wonderful journey that aging 
can be. Our panelists are six wise and spirited women in 
their 70’s, 80’s and 90’s. Cost is $27 including lunch. A 
limited number of scholarships are available.  
 
To register or for more information,  please contact 
Kate Gillis, 401 823 7929, ksgillis@netzero.net 
 

 
 

 

New Interweave 
Chapter  
 

The First Universalist 
Society of Franklin has 
an Interweave Chapter 
to support the lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and 

transgender Unitarian Universalist community including 
friends, families and allies. Interweave meets the second 
Thursday of every month during the church year, and is 
open to members of BCD congregations. Contact Dana 
Hoy, sunflowerlover3@yahoo.com or Dave Gerlits, 
davegerlits@gmail.com, for more information��
 

 

�

A UU Revival – Celebrate the UU Spirit 
Saturday, May 17, 2008 

Canton, MA  
 
On Saturday, May 17, 2008,  UU’s from our BCD and 
MassBay District will have the opportunity to experience 
for the first time in decades and inspiring, spiritually 
enriching, joyful event – and authentic revival. This old 
fashioned revival, with a modern twist will be held under a 
tent on the lawn of First Parish Unitarian Universalist, 
1508 Washington Street, Canton, MA from 10 AM to 3 
PM.  
 
Come celebrate Unitarian Universalism in the style of our 
religious roots that started right here in New England. 
Gather for fellowship, be moved by inspiring sermons 
from four outstanding preachers, make a joyful noise and 
sing with Jeanne Gagne and Matt Meyer. Bring the kids, 
there will be religious educational and fun activities.  
 
Details are available on the downloadable flyer is at 
http://www.bcduua.org/ . Registration brochures will be 
available in the office in early April.  
�

 
 

 
 
General Assembly (GA) is the annual meeting of the 
Unitarian Universalist Association of Congregations.  
General Assemblies make overall policy for carrying out 
the purposes of the Association and direct and control its 
affairs. Delegates from certified UUA churches are 
allowed to vote at the meeting.  
 
Additionally, there are hundreds of workshops, worship 
services, events and exhibits to experience at GA, all in 
the presence of thousands of other UU’s. 
 
General Assembly 2008 registration and housing 
reservation is now open. Go to www.uua.org/ga to 
register or visit the Murray office to look at the program 
book and get copoes of the registration forms. Adult 
registration is $290 until April 30 and $335 after. There 
are other rates for one-day, youth, retired ministers and 
their spouses and Aspirant and candidate ministers.  
 
�
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MURRAY NEWS & UPDATES  
 
 

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS  
 

The Board of Deacons and Deaconesses is now 
accepting scholarship applications.  Anyone seeking 
financial assistance to help meet expenses incurred while 
attending church related educational courses or other 
denominational affairs must submit a scholarship 
application no later than Friday, April 11 th. 
 

All applications will be reviewed and considered by the 
D&D's at their regular meeting on April 15, 2008.  
Scholarship applications and guidelines are available in 
the office, and should be returned to the office or to 
Cassandra Hill.  If you have any other questions please 
call Cassandra Hill (508-643-0332) or see any member of 
the D&D's.   
 

 
 

Looking for a fun, collaborative, meaningful way to  
get more involved with Murray Church? 

 

JOIN THE RELIGIOUS SERVICES COMMITTEE 
 

What is the Religious Services Committee? 
 

The Religious Services Committee works collaboratively 
to provide quality worship services when The Rev. 
Sandra D. Fitz-Henry is not in the pulpit by inviting guest 
speakers and members of the congregation to participate. 
Typically, our services happen on the last Sunday of the 
month.  We are also responsible for lining up interesting 
lay-led Sunday services throughout the summer.  

 

Yikes! Would I need to do a sermon?!?! 
 

Not if you don’t want to. There are many ways you can 
work on services, and all ways are valuable and 
necessary for the group to produce a quality service. We 
need ideas, written materials, organizers… and, if you are 
interested in leading a service, we would love to discuss 
the possibilities. 

 

We are looking for new members to join our group…  
we welcome fresh ideas and different perspectives. 

 

Meetings are on the fourth Tuesday of each month at 
7pm in the John Murray Room. If you would like to 
become involved either as a regular member or 
temporarily to work on a specific idea for a worship 
service, please contact one of our current members: 
Roger Boucher, Cheryl Iannotti, Allison MacDonald, 
Jeremiah Falvey, Len Yutkins, Vanessa Wehmeyer or 
Dawn Casstevens.  

 

Our next meeting is on Tuesday, April 22 nd 
at 7pm in the John Murray Room. 

 
Our next Sunday worship service entitled  

“There Is No Spoon ” will be lead by longtime 
member Len Yutkins on Sunday, April 27 th. 

 
 

 

Murray U.U. Church  
2008 "Spring into Summer" Fair  

 

"Spring into Summer"  with us on Saturday June 7, 2008 
at the "Spring into Summer" Fair! 

 
This one-day event is guaranteed to be a lot of fun to go 
along with the hard work as we make this very important 
fundraiser happen again. The "Spring into Summer" 
Fair  is the second largest fund raising event after 
the Holiday Fair.  
 
We need support from as many people as possible to 
help make this a success - "many hands make light work" 
is true and we are counting on each of you to help in 
whatever way you can. We need help with setup 
starting on  Sunday June 1 st right after church service 
and coffee hour are over , organizing and pricing sale 
items during the week, working on Saturday June 7 th 
in various jobs, and cleanup afterwards the same 
day.   
 
We also need your donations of usable items such as:  
starter plants, cuttings, seedlings, yard sale items, small 
and medium sized furniture in good condition, household 
goods, area rugs, books, hand tools, etc. Please - no old 
computers, printers, or monitors. Televisions, stereos, 
and small electronics are gratefully accepted only if they 
are in good working condition. Any toys must be clean 
and in good condition with all pieces present. Clean out 
your garages, barns, basements, and attics - donate 
usable items and help the church meet its financial goals 
for the new fiscal year! Tell your family and friends as well 
and ask for their donations!  
 
We will also have refreshments and light lunch and snack 
items available for sale along with the Equal Exchange 
coffee, cocoa, and chocolate line of products. We are 
also inviting local crafters and vendors to hawk their 
wares and offer a wide variety of goods for the many 
customers and visitors we expect that day.   
 
We will begin accepting donations for the "Spring 
into Summer" Fair  starting on April 15 th, so please 
plan accordingly to drop them off at the church.   If 
you need certain items picked up, please contact Jim 
Richardi, Donna Palmer, or Betsey Bullock and we will 
make arrangements to get them as soon as possible.  
 
The "Spring into Summer" Fair  will happen - rain or 
shine - and we will set up portable pop-up dining shelter 
canopies and tarps to cover the outside items. If you have 
any of these that we can borrow, please let us know and 
they will be promptly returned right after the cleanup is 
completed that day. Sign ups for volunteers will be 
available soon at coffee hour and via e-mail to the church 
office - we will be asking for your help - please say yes! 
Look for more details in the coming weeks as we get fully 
organized and have more information to share.  
 
Thank you!  
Jim Richardi, Donna Palmer, Betsey Bullock   
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2008 MURRAY CHURCH 
ANNUAL MEETING  

 

The Murray Church Annual 
Meeting will be held in the Unity 
Room on Thursday, May 15, 2008 
at 7:00PM. All are invited to attend. 
Presentations include annual 
reports from Officers, Governors 

and Committee Chairs, as well as discussion and voting 
on the FY08-09 budget. The election of new board 
members and elected committee members, and 
traditional Service of Installation will also take place.  
 

In order to vote at the Annual Meeting, members must 
have signed the Membership Book on or before March 
31, 2008 and have made a recorded financial contribution 
to the church during the fifteen months preceding the 
meeting. Please contact the church office or a member of 
the Board of Governors if you have any questions. 
 

 
 

The Nominating Committee is 
Seeking Interested Individuals to Serve  

on the RE Committee  
 

We’re currently looking for four interested people to join 
the Religious Education Committee. Meetings are once 
monthly, and there are many opportunities to become 
involved with RE activities and events throughout the 
year. If interested, please contact Roger Boucher of the 
Nominating Committee. 
 

 

 
There will be a preliminary meeting of the 2008 
Holiday Fair Committee on Sunday, April 27 th, at 8:45 
a.m. in Fellowship Hall.   This kick-off meeting is our first 
chance to get organized for this important fundraiser.  In 
addition to past and prospective room coordinators, we 
invite anyone with an interest in the fair to attend.  New 
ideas and new energy are always welcome!  Contact 
Shelly Freddo or Betsey Bullock for more information.  
Our phone numbers and email addresses are in the 
church directory. 
 

 
 

CLARA BARTON SPRING RUMMAGE SALE  
 

It’s time soon for the Spring Rummage Sale on April 11 th 
& 12th. We need your gently used clothing and household 
items. Please bring to Fellowship Hall labeled “For Clara 
Barton.”  Our thanks to all.                 ~Doris Marvelle 
 

 

Music Corner  
 

April will bring more that showers 
this year. There is Earth Day, 
Passover, Patriot’s Day, the Boston 
Marathon, MCAS testing and my 
own testing.  One of our show-up-

on-Sunday-morning-and-sing groups, the Treblemakers, 
will sing on the 6th of April. Representative composers for 
the month are Purcell, Bach, Beethoven and Debussy. 
 
I am strongly urged to attend two fundraising events for 
my “day job” in Worcester on two consecutive Thursdays. 
As a result, the choir rehearsals will be rearranged. 
Instead of the 3rd and the 10th, the choir will rehearse on 
Saturday the 12th, at 10:30am and come in at 8:45am on 
the 13th. 
 

Dennis E. Ferguson, 
Director of Music 

 

 
 
 

LOST & FOUND ITEMS 
 

We still have a few "found" items in the office and also in 
the hallway near the front foyer to the Sanctuary. A few 
items may be of great importance to the owners, and are 
listed below. Please let us know if you have lost 
something, or check the lost & found area in the hallway 
near the front foyer. We would like to clean out these 
areas over the summer. 
 
Found Items in the Office: 
 

1) Car key found mid-November, single, no key chain,  
    "Ilco" printed on key 
2) Reading glasses, 2 pairs found 
3) Small gray pedometer, found in early fall 
4) Women's Monthly Planners - 2007 and 2008 editions  
    found 
5) Light blue pacifier 
6) A couple of earrings 
 
Found Items in the Hallway: 
 

1) 2 umbrellas, one black, one maroon and white 
2) 1 dark brown suede hat 
3) Black diaper bag with clothes in it 
4) 2 scarves 
5) A white cardigan sweater with little embroidered  
    flowers on front 
6) Kids' coats 
7) Many other coats hanging near the choir robes 
 
 

 
 

Holiday Fair Planning Meeting  
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We were saddened to learn of the passing away of 
longtime Murray member, Marge Nickerson, at the age of 
96 on January 28th. Marge became a member of Murray 
Church at the age of fourteen. We offer our condolences 
to all of Marge’s family and friends and invite you to a 
celebration of her life, which will be held at Murray on 
Sunday, May 4th at 2:00 p.m. 
 
Our deep condolences to all the family and friends of  
Don McNary, a longtime member of Murray Church, who 
passed away on March 15th.  Don was very actively 
involved at Murray for many years. A service in 
celebration of his life will be held at Murray on Saturday, 
March 29th at 11:am. 
 
Our thoughts are with Derek and Thom Belt whose dear 
friend Claudette Lemieux Corbett, passed away on March 
16th.  She was an attendant in their wedding and 
godparent to both Stephanie and Christopher. Our 
sympathy goes out to all of Claudette’s family and friends.  
 
Congratulations to Rob and Bethany Armour on the one-
year anniversary of their marriage.  Rob and Bethany 
were married at Murray Church on March 16th a year ago. 
 
Our joyful appreciation for the wonderful singing on 
Easter Sunday by the Children’s Choir, lead by Allison 
MacDonald and Barbara Clark. 
 

 
 

 

HONORING GIFTS 
 

IF YOU WISH TO HONOR 
SOMEONE OR CELEBRATE 
A SPECIAL OCCASION, 
CONSIDER MAKING A 
SPECIAL DONATION TO 
MURRAY CHURCH…  
 

If you’d like a unique way to publicly mark an anniversary, 
a special event, memorial date, birthday, with a donation 
to our church, simply fill out an Honoring Gift Form and 
turn it into the office with your check attached. Later, the 
honoree and reason for your tribute will be listed in the 
newsletter.  
 
Gifts of any amount are welcomed, they are tax-
deductible, and you may specify your preference for how 
it will be spent.  
 
Please contact the church office to participate or visit 
www.murrayuuchurch.org to download and print an 
Honoring Gift Form. 
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April Birthday 
Wishes Go Out To: 

 
 

4/2 Tom Lamonte 
 Nancy Morgan-Boucher 
 

4/6 Sabrina Strong 
 Idalia Beerman Rodriguez 
 

4/7 Hilary Schwertner 
 William Gardner 
4/8  Timothy Hutchinson 
 Michael Smith 
 Jeff Myles 
 

4/12 Benjamin Seagrave 
 

4/14 Emily Fournier 
4/15 James Cronin 
 

4/18 Mark Pechenik 
 

4/23 John MacDonald 
 

4/25 Donna Cooke 
 

4/26 Colleen Morrow 
 David Powers 
 Denise Nerney 
 Jim Treadway 
 

4/27 David Madden 
 Ian Hutchinson 
 

 
 

 
PHOTO: Gabby Millard doing the St. Patrick’s Limbo.  
 
Also pictured, RE Committee Chair, Rick Millard  and 
Governor of RE, Patrick Kenney  holding the limbo stick; 
one of the many roles fulfilled by dedicated members of 
the RE Committee.  Please contact Roger Boucher or a 
member of the Nominating Committee if you are 
interested in serving on the RE Committee next year – 
four seats are currently open.  
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APRIL 2008 
Sunday Monday  Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

MARCH 30 
 

9:00 AM 
RE Teacher 
Appreciation 
Breakfast – FH 
 

9:00 AM Choir 
Rehearsal – Sanc 
 

10:00 AM Worship 
& Church School 
 

7:30 PM  
Al-Anon – FH* 

MARCH 31 
 

1:30 PM 
Gold Dusters 
Board Mtg. – FH* 
 

7:00 PM 
Yoga / Meditation 
– JM 
 

7:30 PM 
Personnel Com – 
UR  
 

8:00 PM 
Pathways– FH* 

APRIL 1 
 

7:00 PM 
Memorial Garden 
Com – Little Rm 
 

7:00 PM  
Teen Book  
Group – UR 
 

7:00 PM 
Membership Com 
– JM 

2 
 

7:00 PM  
Parents of Teens 
Support Group – 
YGR 
 

7:00 PM  
Intro to UU:  
A Chosen Faith – 
JM 

3 
 

12:00-1:30 PM 
Interfaith Grp -JM 
 

6:30 PM 
Adult Activities: 
Game Night – JM 
 

7:00 PM 
Philosophers’ 
Café– YGR&UR 
 

* No Choir 
Rehearsal 

4 5 
 

10:00 AM  
Music Com – JM 

6 
 

9:00 AM Choir 
Rehearsal – Sanc 
 

10:00 AM Worship 
& Church School 
 

11:45 AM 
Book & Lunch 
Bunch – JM 
 

7:30 PM  
Al-Anon – FH* 

7 
 

11:30 AM – 2 PM 
Clara Barton Guild 
– JM 
 

7:00 PM 
Yoga / Meditation 
– JM 
 

7:15 PM 
RE Committee-UR 
 

8:00 PM 
Pathways– FH* 

8 
 

7:15 PM 
Board of 
Governors – JM 

9 
 

 
 
 

10:00 AM 
Small Group 
Ministry – JM 
 

7:00 PM Circle of 
Spirits – UR 
 

7:00 PM 
Water Discussion 
Group – JM 

10 
 

 
 
 
7:00 PM Divorce/ 
Separation Supp. 
Group – JM 
 

* No Choir 
Rehearsal 

11 
 

Clara Barton 
Rummage 
Sale – FH  

12 
 

Clara Barton 
Rummage Sale  
– FH 
 

10:30 AM Choir 
Rehearsal – 
Sanc 
 

7:00 PM 
Sixth Annual 
Talent Show  –  
UR & Sanc 

13 
 

8:45 AM Choir 
Rehearsal – Sanc 
 

10:00 AM Worship 
& Church School 
 

7:30 PM  
Al-Anon – FH* 
 

14 
 

7:00 PM 
Yoga / Meditation 
– JM 
 

7:00 PM 
Knitting Group – 
YGR 
 

8:00 PM 
Pathways– FH* 

15 
 

7:15 PM  
Deacons & 
Deaconesses – JM 

16 
 

1:30 PM 
Gold Dusters 
Mtg. – FH* 
 

7:00 PM 
Water Discussion 
Group – JM 

17 
 

7:00 PM 
Philosophers’ 
Café– YGR&UR  
 

7:30 PM  
Choir Rehearsal 
– Sanc  

18 19 
Passover begins 
at sundown 

20 

Passover 
 

9:00 AM Choir 
Rehearsal – Sanc 
 

10:00 AM Worship 
& Church School 
 

7:30 PM  
Al-Anon – FH* 

21 
 

7:00 PM 
Yoga / Meditation 
– JM 
 

8:00 PM 
Pathways– FH* 

22 
 

3:00 PM 
Caring Com–JM 
 

7:00 PM  
Religious Services 
Com – JM  
 

7:30 PM 
Finance Com –  
Little Rm 

23 
 

10:00 AM Small 
Group Min. – JM  
 

7:00 PM Circle of 
Spirits – UR 
 

7:00 PM 
Water Discussion 
Group – Rm TBD 
 

7:00 PM 
Trustees – JM 
 

7:30 PM  
Property Com – 
Little Rm 

24 
 

7:30 PM  
Choir Rehearsal 
– Sanc 
 

7:30 PM  
Committee on 
Ministry – Study 

25 
 

7:00-8:30 PM 
Healing 
Resources for 
Depression  
– JM 

26 
 

8:30AM-12:15PM 
Food’n Friends 
Soup Kitchen – 
Centenary 
Church 

27 
 

8:45 AM Holiday 
Fair Meeting – FH  
 

9:00 AM Choir 
Rehearsal – Sanc 
 

10:00 AM Worship 
& Church School 
 

7:30 PM  
Al-Anon – FH* 

28 
 

1:30 PM 
Gold Dusters -FH* 
 

7:00 PM Yoga / 
Meditation – JM 
 

7:00 PM 
Knitting Grp -YGR 
 

8:00 PM 
Pathways– FH* 

29 
 

30 
 

7:00 PM 
Water Discussion 
Group – JM 

MAY 1 
 

7:00 PM 
Philosophers’ 
Café– YGR&UR  
 

7:30 PM  
Choir Rehearsal 
– Sanc 
 

 

MAY 2 
 

 

MAY 3 
 

 12:00 PM 
Baby Dedication 
– Sanc 

Abbreviation Codes  
* = non-church activity – renter; RE = Religious Ed ucation; BCD = Ballou Channing District; UUA = Unit arian Universalist Association;  

JM = John Murray Room; FH = Fellowship Hall; UR = U nity Room; YGR = Youth Group Room; N = Nursery;  
HR = Historical Room; Office = Church Office; Study  = Minister’s Office; Sanc = Sanctuary �

Clara Barton 
Set Up for Sale  
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS:  
 

Sunday, March 30, 2008 
9:00 AM RE Teacher  

Appreciation Breakfast 
 

Monday, March 31, 2008  
FY08-09 Pledge Forms Due 

 

Thursday, April 3, 2008 
6:30 PM Game Night in the JMR 

 

Sunday, April 6, 2008 
11:30 Thanks-for-Giving Coffee Hour 

11:45 AM Book & Lunch Bunch 
 

Wednesday, April 9, 2008 
7:00 PM Beginning of 4-week  

Water discussion series 
 

Friday, April 11, 2008 
Clara Barton Rummage Sale 

 

Saturday, April 12, 2008 
Clara Barton Rummage Sale 
7:00 PM Murray Talent Show 

 

Sunday, April 27, 2008 
8:45 AM Holiday Fair Meeting 

 

Wednesday, April 30, 2008 
End of Fiscal Year 07-08 

*Final pledge payments due 


