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WORSHIP SERVICES

3/2 *“Losing Touch”

The Rev. Sandra D. Fitz-Henry

3/9 *“Giving to Grow”

Canvass Sunday

Canvass Committee

The Rev. Sandra D. Fitz-Henry
Daylight Savings Time Begins

3/16 “What If?”

The Rev. Sandra D. Fitz-Henry

3/23 “Easter Liberation”

The Rev. Sandra D. Fitz-Henry

3/30 “Surviving as a Couple”

Rev. Bill & Gretchen Robinson
Religious Services Committee

|/

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
We are an active congregation who
come together in fellowship to maintain
an environment that promotes spiritual
growth for individuals and families
and affirms diversity of belief.

We reach out in a caring way within
our church and beyond with a
commitment
to build a more loving community.

*The next Universalist deadline is
Sunday, March 16, 2008.

FROM THE MINISTER

“My inner wellspring bubbles over,

And the more | share the more | have.
From you | receive, to you | give,
Together we share, and from this we live.”

| can hardly believe my senses. Today there is, yes, | think it's true, a
change in the quality of light that is shining around us. It's the first time
I've noticed -- almost two months into the return journey toward warmer
days. Suddenly the birds are chirping away and there’s a lift in the
atmosphere. Oh, | know the next storm is on its way. Still, we've begun
that journey back toward longer days.

Yes though Easter comes so early this year | find myself remembering in
anticipation that under the snow drifts there are seeds stirring and that
behind the lowering skies there is sunlight. Whatever its specific
meanings for each one of us there is something about the Easter time of
year, that reawakens a reconnection with the sense that our lives and
our spirits are part of something that is more whole and holier than our
often harried, hurried lives reflect. We are part of a magnificent web of
life that sustains us and which we can consciously steward.

When our Church Canvass comes around, as it does each yeatr, it, too,
is a time to remember what it is that we are connecting to, as members
and friends of Murray Church. What it is that we receive, how we are
nurtured, sometimes sustained, sometimes nudged, through the
changing seasons of our lives. How we are enriched and expanded
through our many relationships within this religious community — knowing
and being part of each other.

One cold and snowy night after a recent board meeting and some time
spent in the office, after others had left, | walked out to my car and
discovered that some person-- some anonymous person who’d been
there that evening-- had paused before leaving and swept off the
windshield and the back window of my car. | suppose a cynic might
imagine that someone had failed to recognize their own vehicle and had
accidentally brushed off the wrong car! | believe otherwise! | see it as
illustrative of this Murray community because it so embodies the spirit
that is alive here. Doing what you notice needs doing. Multiply this many
times over. There are countless daily acts that no one notices or records,
that only the walls witness, that are weaving the threads of community -
the life blood of Murray Church. Surely it is the spirit in which you do
things that is its lasting legacy. And Murray people are a generous and
giving people.



There is an African folk tale | told a few years ago about a
chief who decided to give a great feast for all his people.
He sent messengers asking that each of the men bring
one calabash (gourd) of palm wine to the feast. On the
day of the festival all the people converged on the house
of the Chief. There was drumming and dancing. Each
man, as he entered, went to the large earthen pot and
poured the liquid refreshment he had brought.

One man wanted to attend but, having no palm wine on
hand, reflected that hundreds and hundreds of people
would be pouring their wine into the pot, and would one
calabash of water spoil so much wine? So he filled his
calabash with water and, on arrival, poured it into the pot
and sat awaiting the serving of the delicious palm wine.
When the guests had all arrived, the cups were filled and
the signal was given to put the cups to their lips. And
what they tasted was not palm wine but water, for each of
them had thought, “One calabash of water cannot spoil a
great pot of good palm wine.” And thus the pot contained
nothing but water, and it was water they had to drink at
the Chief's feast. So it is said among the people: “When
only water is brought to the feast, it is water that must be
drunk.”

That was no Murray Church gathering! In our community
at the beginning of spring, at canvass time, we review
and renew our desire to grow spiritually, to deepen and
re-commit to being part of holding this church carefully in
our hands; to being generous stewards of what sustains
us, just as our predecessors were in trust to us. We
heard during last year — the 50 year anniversary of the
church building that is our home -- of all those
courageous people who envisioned the new building (and
spent countless hours to realize their vision). We heard
about the members who imagined a new organ (and
spent countless hours to realize their vision); and, more
recently, we witnessed those who imagined a new, more
accessible, Memorial Garden walkway (and spent
countless hours to realize their vision).

Those are tangible, visible signs of the power of spirit at
work in Murray Church. The spirit of Murray Church is
powerful beyond our knowing. It is precious beyond
belief. May each of us be a generous and caring steward
of this community that cares for us.

Sandra

FROM THE RELIGIOUS
EDUCATION DIRECTOR

"In the spring, | have counted 136 different kinds of
weather inside of 24 hours."

~Mark Twain

Snow is forecast for tomorrow, but within a month we’ll be
seeing the first signs of spring. March is sure to be
another busy month in the Murray Church RE program
with a St. Patrick’s themed Murray Night, the annual
Easter Egg Hunt, the Teacher Appreciation Breakfast,
book discussions for both teens and adults, Sunday
school classes, OWL, and Philosophers’ Café.

More than thirty children (and about twenty adults)
attended the Indoor Drive-in Movie Night this past
Saturday evening. Everyone enjoyed viewing “Happy
Feet.” The children quickly settled into their “cars.” Many
of the children wore pajamas. Most of the children and
teens brought sleeping bags and pillows too. Vast
quantities of food and drink were also consumed. The
children managed to beat last year’s clean-up record by
seven seconds! Of course, few of the kids noticed that |
didn’'t have a stopwatch on me during the race to clean-

up.

The five-session series, “Religion and Politics in The
West Wing” concluded this week. A dozen people
attended all or part of the series. Lively discussion of
topical issues was enjoyed by participants ranging in age
from fifteen to over eighty.

The next Murray Night will be a St.Patrick’s Evening on
Saturday, March 8" from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. in Fellowship
Hall. We'll be making leprechaun traps and searching for
a pot of gold! Please bring a snack to share and a
donation for the Murray Church food pantry.

It's not too early to dust off your ballet slippers, tune your
guitar, or begin writing your comedy monologue. The
Sixth Annual Murray Talent Show will take place in the
sanctuary on Saturday, April 12" at7 p.m. We need
performers of all ages and ability levels to share their
talents at our show in early April. We also need a
supportive audience. Be sure to join in the fun!
Performers should sign up on the bulletin board outside
the RE office.

The annual children’s Easter Egg Hunt will be held on
Easter Sunday during the last half of the Sunday school
period. We need donations of candy for the plastic eggs.
We do not need any plastic eggs this year. Candy may
be any type that is wrapped. It should also fit inside a
standard plastic egg. Please feel free to donate any type
of candy. We will make substitutions for children with
braces who cannot have anything too chewy or children
with peanut allergies (we have a few children with mild
allergies, but no children with severe allergies). Please
bring your donated candy to the RE office by Sunday,
March 16",



The annual Teacher Appreciation Breakfast will be held
on Sunday morning, March 30™ at nine o’clock in
Fellowship Hall. All teachers, childcare providers, and
their families or significant others are invited.

We need teachers! There will be a number of openings
in our all-volunteer teaching staff next fall. Our Sunday
school program needs parents and other adults to teach.
Older high school aged youth may also volunteer to serve
as assistant teachers.

We still need two adults to lead the Murray Church Youth
Group next year. It is very important to provide our high
school aged youth with a Youth Group. We need to let
our teens know that they are welcome and valued at
Murray. Volunteers should enjoy working with teens and
have been associated with Murray Church for at least one
year.

The Teen Book Group will be discussing Just in Case
during their next meeting on Tuesday evening, March 4"
at 7 p.m. in the Unity Room. On April 1% the group will be
discussing The House of the Scorpion. Philosophers’
Café, a discussion group for teens, will continue to meet
throughout the winter and spring on the first and third
Thursday evenings of the month. Thank you to all of the
young philosophers who have donated numerous items to
the food pantry.

Nan Loggains

Murray Night:
St. Patrick’s
Evening

Saturday Evening,
March 8", 6:30 p.m.
in Fellowship Hall

*Bring a shack to
share and a donation
for the Food Pantry.

Come to the
Murray Church
Sixth Annual
Talent Show!

Saturday Evening,

April 12 ™ at 7:00
in the Sanctuary

All Ages & Al
Ability Levels

*Reception Follows
in the Unity Room.

Easter Children's Choir

i Calling all children and youth who like to sing. Those who
! sang at the Thanksgiving service did such a fine job, we'd '
I like to do it again on Easter Sunday. We'll learn and I
| practice a song in youth worship during the month of i
i March and have a final practice on Easter morning,
! March 23rd, at 9:30 in the sanctuary.

I I
| All ages are welcome and parents and caregivers may i
i accompany their children as well. For more information
please see Barbara Clark or Allison MacDonald.

meg rosoff
Will discuss
; o by Meg Rosoff on
S o Tuesday, March 4, 2008
& 7 t0 8:30 p.m.
- in the Unity Room
=

Will discuss
The House of the Scorpion
by Nancy Farmer on
Tuesday, April 1, 2008
710 8:30 p.m.
in the Unity Room

PHILOSOPHERS' CAFE

Philosophers' Café, a discussion =
group for high school aged youth, will =
meet on Thursday evenings,
March 6™ and 20™ at 7 p.m.
in the Youth Group Room
(Purple Chat Room).
Newcomers welcome.




ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

FIRST SUNDAY BOOK and LUNCH BUNCH

. On Sunday, March 2, we will be
discussing Good Grief by Lolly
Winston. This is a funny, wise and
poignant novel about the experience
of widowhood. “The funny thing
about rock bottom is there’s stuff
underneath it. You think, this is it.
I'm at the bottom now. It’s all uphill
from here. Then you discover the
escalator goes down one more
floor...” Please join us for
discussion and a light lunch from 11:45 — 1:15.

LoLwy WINSTON

On Sunday, April 6, we will be

: Three discussing Three Cups of Tea by
ups of fea

Greg Mortenson and David Oliver
Relin. In 1993, a mountaineer named
Greg Mortenson drifted into an im-
poverished Pakistani village in the
Karakoram mountains after a failed
attempt to climb K2. Moved by the
inhabitants’ kindness, he promised to
return and build a school. Three Cups
of Tea is the story of that promise
and its extraordinary outcome.

YOGA / MEDITATION GROUP

We meet Monday evenings from 7:00-8:15 in the John
Murray Room. The group begins with a half hour of
gentle yoga led by a Kripalu Center DVD, followed by a
half hour of meditation. If you'd like to join us, bring a
yoga mat or towel/blanket and a yoga cushion/stool if you
have one, or you can just bring yourself. Many of us
meditate sitting on the sofa or a chair. Meditation
instruction provided if desired.

Contacts: Karla Bassler or Barbara Clark

CIRCLE OF SPIRITS

Meets on Wednesdays, March 12 ™ & 26™ at 7pm in

the Unity Room. The Circle of Spirits is an earth-based
pagan spiritual group. We celebrate the Wiccan holiday
and learn/teach other earth based pagan aspects such as
tarot, runes and herbs. All are welcome!

Contact : Jessica Brien and Claudia Cruz-Teixeira at
CircleofSpirits@gmail.com for more information.

HEALING RESOURCES FOR DEPRESSION
Meets next on Friday, March 14 " at 7-8:30pm in the
John Murray Room . Members and friends of Murray
Church whose lives have been affected by depression or
other life challenges are invited to attend. For additional
information, contact Gretchen Robinson.

PARENTS OF TEENS SUPPORT GROUP

Meets next on Monday, March 10 " from 7-8:30pm in
the Youth Group Room (Purple Chat Room). New
members are always welcome. For additional info,
contact Barbara Clark.

SEPARATION / DIVORCE RESOURCE &
SUPPORT GROUP AT MURRAY

Meets next on Thursday, March 13 ™ from 7-8:30pm in
the John Murray Room.  This is an informal group, a
time to share experiences and emotional and spiritual
resources. Please contact Sandra for additional info:
(508) 222-0505 or sandra.fitzhenry@verizon.net

CANCER SURVIVORS SUPPORT GROUP

New member Brandy Staples at the age of 26 was
diagnosed with cancer, and had surgery, chemotherapy,
radiation. She has now celebrated her four-year
"cancerversary" in remission. She is interested in
knowing if there is interest in forming a group at Murray to
help other patients / survivors, and would like to hear from
anyone with interest and input. If interested, please
contact Brandy Staples.

CURIOUS TO KNOW MORE ABOUT
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISM???

An INTRODUCTION to “A CHOSEN
FAITH,” begins Wednesday, March 26
7:00-9:00, and will continue for the four
weeks following. ( I'll put the details in the
OOS weekly.). Sandra 508 222-0505

MURRAY COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES

MURRAY KNITTERS

We meet year round every 2nd and 4th Monday of the
month in the Purple Chat Room from 7pm to 9pm.

Some of the projects planned for this year will be a group
afghan, Striped Baby Socks, Felted Bags, a fun Jester
Hat with Bells, Throw Pillows with CATS! and MORE!
Come knit with us! We can provide yarn and needles for
anyone wanting to learn to knit. Contact Staci MacDonald
if you have any questions or visit our new website:
www.murrayknitters.com

MURRAY PHOTOGRAPHERS

Our next gathering will be held on March 25 at 7pm in
the Unity Room. A group of passionate photographers
have discovered each other at Murray. Newcomers are
welcome to come and share your ideas, and bring some
of your favorite photos. Call Greg Wehmeyer or Linda
Legendre for details, and to confirm the meeting time and
location.




NEWCOMER / NEW MEMBER GATHERING

The Membership Committee will be

holding a casual newcomer and new

member gathering on Sunday, March 2 nd

in the Unity Room from 4-6 PM. We

invite any new members and also anyone

who has visited Murray and would like to
know more about us. Please come meet other new
members and chat with people who are already involved
at Murray. Hot and cold buffet will be served. Bring your
children if you'd like and we'll keep them entertained while
you have a chance to connect with others. Contact Linda
LeGendre if you have questions.

JOIN US ON MARCH 6 ™ AT MURRAY
FOR A BCD CONCLAVE:

Murray Church is hosting an anti-racism networking and
information-sharing conclave on March 6, 7:15 - 9 P.M.
in the John Murray Room. Engage in conversations
about racism in "liberal" New England, share information
about your congregation's anti-racism work, and
exchange ideas about how to address this issue in your
congregation and community.

Program:
Presentation by Rodney P. Davis, a Rhode Island

African-American business owner and community leader,
about experiences with subtle and not-so-subtle racism
Review of resources and education materials for
congregation programs
Networking with participants by regional areas
groupings

Registration:  Call/e-mail BCD Office by March 5, 2008
at 508-559-6650 or Ballouchanning@verizon.net
$5.00 payable at door.

This conclave is for congregation leaders, minister s,
committee chairs and members, religious educators,
and congregation members.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR FOOD & FUN
WITH FRIENDS FROM MURRAY

There are still seats available for the following 3 events.

Please RSVP to the church office as soon as possible if
you are interested in participating. (Call 508-222-0505 or
email: Murray.ch@verizon.net)

Wine Tasting Dinner

Hosts: Lucia & Bruce Field

Date: To Be Determined with Guests (March)
Minimum Suggested Donation:  $28

Seats Available: 3

Sunday Brunch

Hosts: Irene & Len Yutkins

Date: To Be Determined with Guests (March or April)
Minimum Suggested Donation:  $10

Seats Available: 2

French Inspired Cuisine a la Paquette
Hosts: Stephanie & Jeremy Paquette

Date: To Be Determined with Guests (Mid-April)
Minimum Suggested Donation:  $28

Seats Available: 6

*Thank you to the hosts who have offered their time,
talents and homes to sponsor these wonderful events. If
you would like to host a fundraising event, please contact
Diane Jones or a member of the Finance Committee.

Order Your Easter Plants by March 10 ™
My Gosh! Would you believe that Easter
is very early this year: March 23" S0
start thinking if you want to put a spring
plant on the chancel table for Easter.
Plant choices are tulips, daffodils, lilies,
and hyacinths. Each plant costs $16. I'll
need to order by March 10 ™ Please call
me or see me at church.

~Irene Yutkins

ADVOCACY & SERVICE

FOOD ‘N FRIENDS SOUP KITCHEN

Thank you to those who helped with the February

Food 'n Friends Soup Kitchen visit. The next soup
kitchen visit is March 22 " from 8:30am-12:15pm. Join
us for fellowship, laughter and a little hard work to help
others who are not as fortunate as some of us. We will
meet at the Centenary Church located at the corner of 39
North Main and 15 Sanford Streets, across from the
Attleboro YMCA. Please use the new entrance located
via the ramp at the side of the building. Any help between
8:30 and 12:15 is always greatly appreciated. Please
contact Diane Beauvais with any questions.



UU SERVICE COMMITTEE UPDATES

UUSC IN HIGH GEAR

# An emergency delegation organized by UUSC flew

to Kenya in late January to see firsthand the extent of the
humanitarian crisis there. The violence now tearing apart

that country is a result of a flawed presidential election in

late December '07.

On the group's return, UUSC president, Charlie
Clements, reported on the extent of the destruction to the
U.S. House Foreign Affairs Subcommittee. Estimates of
people displaced by the crisis now mount as high as
600,000 people.

# On International Human Rights Day, December 10,
UUSC's Drumbeat for Darfur campaign  stepped up its
ongoing efforts to stop the genocide in that African
country. As part of UUSC's D.C. Days of Action about
Darfur, an enlarged group marched and lobbied
Congress. Together, they sent a powerful message to
policymakers.

On New Year's Eve, President Bush signed into law a
measure that gives states and local governments full
authority to divest investments from corporations doing
business with the government in Sudan, considered the
source of the violence and chaos in the Darfur and Chad
area.

In mid-February, Steven Spielberg withdrew as an
artistic adviser for the Beijing Olympics to protest the
close relationship between China and the government of
Sudan, Nine Nobel Peace Prize laureates also registered
their protests to the president of China.

# UUSC reps from BCD, our area, will present an
experiential event called "Water.. Justice..
Transformation" at First Parish in Duxbury on

Saturday, April 5.  From 10am to 2pm there will be all
sorts of workshops and get-togethers focusing on global
and local water issues. Green sanctuaries are on the
agenda. The group will be creating and lunching on stone
soup filled with goodies from our congregations. Can't
make soup without water! Can't grow veggies, either.

To cover costs, adult fees are $15, and $10 for
students--if you register by April 1. Child care is
available, too. For more info, check with Nancy Doyle at
Murray Church.

# Teens who join or renew their membership in

UUSC by the end of June may have a surprise in

store. They will be entered into a raffle for a free spot in
a 2008-09 JustWorks camp.

The March 2008 JustWorks program for teens to help
rebuild New Orleans is filled. Plans for another teen camp
in May are being considered.

Parents, youth, youth leaders, friends and guests are all
invited to teen-focused Legislative Action Day at the
State House in Boston, sponsored by UUSC on
4/22/08. The day is about learning to lobby and meeting
our legislators in person. Timely skills.

Email meryl@promisethechildrenuusc.org or call 978-
356-4403. Adults who contributed $100 or more for their
UUSC membership will also be entered into a raffle to
attend a JustJourney program at no cost in 08-09.

# Coming up: World Water Day, 3/22. And Justice
Sunday 2008: “The Cost of Iraq: Who Pays the Price?”
on 3/30.

-Nancy Doyle, UUSC Rep at Murray Church

Fair Trade

There are a number of different ways to interpret what is
fair. However, it stands to reason that the people who
grow the coffee you drink in the morning should not be
condemned to live in poverty for their efforts. The Fair
Trade Model is not limited solely to beverages. It can and
is used for food, clothing and crafts.

Equal Exchange’s commitment to Fair Trade has existed
as the core values and framework from which the
company has been built:

Our Commitment

To offer consumers the finest in gourmet and certified
organic products.

To always pay a fair price to the farmer, including a
guaranteed minimum when market prices are low, and
above market premiums for quality and certified organic
products.

To work directly with democratically run farming
cooperatives - businesses that are owned and governed
by the farmers - so that the benefits of trade actually
reach the farmers and their communities.

To provide vital advanced credit to farmers, which is
normally unavailable or offered at prohibitive rates. Credit
provides income between harvests and helps farmers
stay out of debt.



To encourage ecologically sustainable farming
practices that help build a long-term economic base for
farmers while protecting their communities, the
environment and consumers from dangerous chemicals.

To develop long-term trade relations based on trust
and respect.

History of Fair Trade

Fair Trade started with individual

companies called ATOs (Alternative

Trade Organizations) who made a

commitment to work directly with

indigenous peoples and to market their

products directly to end consumers. By

cutting out middlemen, ATOs have been

able to pay producers substantially more while offering a
competitive product.

. |_@ter, organizations like IFAT

'm (International Federation of Alternative
w}. Trade) were formed to communicate
ideas about Fair Trade. And with the

introduction of Fair Trade certification
lﬁﬁzgg organizations like TransFair USA,
waremesmmenons. | Products from around the world started
WAIR FRbDl A PiATin . .

to be certified as fairly traded. In an
endeavor to place a world standard on what is fair, these
labeling organizations came together and formed FLO

(Fairtrade Labelling Organizations).

Under the FLO system, each labeling organization is
given votes based on the volume of fairly traded products
they certify. FLO takes knowledge about an industry, and
with input from producers, determines a minimum price
that should be paid in order to give a fair share to
producers. In the coffee industry, this minimum price is
$1.31 per pound with a premium paid above market rate
when it exceeds this amount.

-Liz Lamoureux, UUSC Coffee Project

Equal Exchange coffee, tea and cocoa
products are available during coffee hour.

Coming Soon:
2 New Products —
A lighter roast coffee called “Bright Day”
and “Spicy Hot Cocoa”

MURRAY NEWS & UPDATES

RE Program Needs

" The RE Program relies heavily on volunteers to provide

the religious education services and positive experiences
for the youth of Murray Church. Please consider volun-
teering your time to fill the following needs:

RESA Volunteers — A RESA is an extra set of hands to
help out the RE staff during Youth Worship and classes
on Sundays--check list included! Please sign up at the
Children’s Snack table during Coffee Hour, particularly if
you are a parent and haven't served as a RESA yet this
year.

Children’s Snack Volunteers — Kids enjoy refreshments
at Coffee Hour as much as adults do. Please consider
signing up to host Children’s Snack; it's a great way to
meet kids and their parents!

Teachers for Next Year — Please see Nan Loggains or a
member of the RE Committee if you are willing to
volunteer for this important work.

Youth Group Leaders for Next Year — Volunteers
should enjoy working with teens and have been
associated with Murray Church for at least one year.
Please see Nan Loggains or a member of the RE
Committee to volunteer for this important work.

Religious Services Sunday, March 30 B

“Surviving as a Couple "

Please join us in welcoming Rev. Bill and Gretchen
Robinson as they lead our worship service on Sunday,
March 30" During this special service, they will explore
the topic of growing spiritually as a couple:

“The wedding is long past, but the laundry and dishes are
ever present. The children grow up fast; maybe they're
even gone by now. Bills, home repairs, a couple of
glances at one another over breakfast and then again at
dinner. How do couples manage to grow in spirit
throughout it all?”

Bill and Gretchen Robinson are longtime members of
Murray Church, who went on to study for the ministry at
Andover Newton Theological School in 1999. Bill
received his MDiv and was ordained by Murray Church in
2005. Gretchen received an MA in Psychology and
Religion (MAPR) in 2006.

Bill now is serving as the Interim Minister at Bell Street
Chapel in Providence and will spend a second year there
as the congregation continues its search for a new
permanent minister. His previous posting was in Salem,
MA. Gretchen works as Spiritual Care Coordinator for
the hospice of Community Visiting Nurses of Attleboro.
She also serves as a part time parish minister at
Channing Unitarian Universalist Church in Rockland, MA.

Finance Committee Update

From Lucia Field and Diane Jones,
Governors of Finance




We are grateful to all the members and friends who have
prepaid their fiscal 2007/2008 pledge or are current. We
have been able to make our monthly payroll
(approximately 70% of Murray's operating budget) and
stay current with most, but not all, of our bills and
commitments. Your financial support is critical to our
Murray community. Thank you.

Can it be that time again? Indeed, the annual
fundraising canvass to secure pledges on which to base
next year's budget is upon us. You will soon be receiving
a phone call from your canvasser. March 9th is Canvass

Sunday, and we are hoping you can attend the service
and pledge on or before that date. Below is a UUA
suggested giving guide to help you with your pledge
decision. Please consider the value of Murray to your
well-being, spiritual and otherwise, and give generously.

Supporter Sustainer Visionar
PP . The church is central ry
The church is a . h | am committed to
- to my identity, and |
significant part of my am committed to both the present and
life and promotes my - future growth of my
L sustaining our
spiritual growth. church.
programs.
Adjusted [|Suggested Suggested Suggested
Income Income Y Income Y Income Y
$10,000 2% $200 2% $200 5% $500
$25,000 2% $500 3% $750 5% $1,250
$50,000 3% $1,500 4% $2,000 5% $2,500
$75,000 3% $2,250 4.5% $3,375 6% $4,500
$100,000 3.5% $3,500 5% $5,000 6.5% $6.500

Lastly, thank you for your support of the Soup Sales,
Fundraising Brunch and Chocolate Auction. They have
contributed over $2,000 to our operating budget. We
hope to see you at a Fundraising Dinner or Brunch or
Game Night, or at the People-to-People Auction in April.

' Request for “Gently Used” Computer

Did you get a new computer for Christmas? I'm looking

» for a “gently used, still works great” computer up to four

: years old with a 1.5 GHz processor and 1GB of ram

' running Windows XP. If you have one you are ready to

\ part with, and would like to donate it to the church, please !
\ give Bill Morrow or the church office a call. Your dona- |
 tion will be acknowledged in writing for your tax records.

CLARA BARTON SPRING RUMMAGE SALE

It's time soon for the Spring Rummage Sale on April 11 B
& 12". We need your gently used clothing and household
items. Please bring to Fellowship Hall labeled “For Clara

Barton.” Our thanks to all. ~Doris Marvelle

Memorial Garden Update —
Spring IS COMING!

Russet Morrow, Chair

February 18, 2008. 59 degrees. | can't believe it! The
grass is greening up, the birds are singing and my dogs
have “cabin fever.” We went for a long walk today —in
between rain showers. | suppose it could be considered
a “leap of faith” that | am certain that spring will arrive.
And yet | know with just as much certainty that by the time
this article goes to print, today’s rain soaked garden with
two inches of thawed mud will again be frozen, and
there’s a better than even chance that the garden will also
be coated with a blanket of snow before month’s end.

And yet, it isn’'t too early to be talking about cleaning up
the leaves and doing some maintenance pruning in the
Memorial Garden in preparation for the colorful flowering
bulbs that will herald in spring.

The Memorial Garden Committee is a “fluid” group. |
never know who will show up to help and I'm always
surprised and pleased when people do come. We are
always open and welcome new volunteers to either help
handle MG paper work or to help plan and plant in the
Memorial Garden. Perhaps you don’t want to attend the
2 one-hour business meetings we have each year, but
you'd like to help weed. Please let me know. Maybe you
have time to water the flowers in the garden during the
“off” weeks described below. Or maybe you'd like to help
in the garden but can’t commit to helping for an hour
every other week. That's OK too, just let me know when
you can help. We have fun, share garden knowledge and
learn while we try something new.

Since the weather in New England is so unpredictable, I'd
like to suggest the following timetable with the
understanding that it is weather dependant. | invite any
and all to help out.

If the weather is decent (50+ degrees and not raini  ng):

March 16™ 11:45 AM to 1 PM: Clean up leaves —
rain/snow date is March 30"

March 23™: Easter Sunday

March 30" 11:45 AM to 1 PM: Clean up remaining
leaves. Prune dead and broken branches. Look at the
shapes of any other deciduous bushes to see what else
needs to be done. Check the new path for any changes
caused by frost heave.

Tuesday, April 1 from 7-8 PM - open meeting. One of 2
business meetings held each year to discuss any issues
dealing with the Memorial Garden. We're always happy
to have more members.

Sunday, April 13 ™ 11:45 AM to 2:15 PM (with lunch):
— garden as needed. Paint the outside end wall (behind




the cut leaf maple) of the John Murray room. Repair and
paint latticework along the walkway beside the garden.

Sunday, April 27 B plant and mulch as needed.

Starting mid-May and running through the second week
of September, we will meet one evening every other
week from 6:30 to 7:30 PM to maintain the garden. In the
past it has been on either Tuesdays or Thursdays
depending on what works for those willing to help out.
Volunteers will pick the evening.
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Chocolate Auction Wrap-up

Thanks to a very generous outpouring of time,
ingredients, work, and money, we had a fun, smooth-
running, and successful Chocolate Auction which raised
$707 for Murray Church. I'd like to try to thank everyone
who helped at the risk of leaving someone/ones out.

Thank you to those who donated auction items, prepared
the items for auction, and/or staffed the auction itself:
Laurie Lawes, Pat Braddock, Monica Staaf, Catherine
Botsford-Milne, Bruce Field, Gary Lavoie, Gabby Millard,
Sarah Zysk, Jeremy and Stephanie Paquette, Linda
Negus, Bev Hall, Stephanie and Christopher Belt, Shelly
Freddo, Doris Marvelle, Judy Bulkeley, Betty Clark, Liz
Lamoureux, Deb Laferriere, Kristina Emberg, Sharon
Farinacci, Vanessa Wehmeyer, Diane Jones, Peggy
Dixon, Maura Zysk, Carol Connolly, and Therese
Goodchild. Thank you to all who added to the
excitement by bidding so generously. Finally, thank you
to our sexton, Larry Reilly, for setting up the Unity Room
and to our administrative assistant Dawn Casstevens for
publicizing the event. It truly was a team effort.

~Barbara Clark

P.S. - If you paid for a batch of fudge but didn't get it,
please let me know.

MURRAY OFFICE LOST & FOUND

We have many "found" items in the office and also in the
hallway near the front foyer to the Sanctuary. A few
items may be of great importance to the owners,
including keys and reading glasses. Please let us know if
you have lost something, stop by the office, or check the
lost & found area in the hallway near the front foyer.

Music Corner

We give thanks for musical gifts that
have shaped the services during the
month of February. In addition to the
choral energy involved in producing
four diverse spirituals, there were

meaningful, participatory presentations from Mary Whelan,
Leo Larson, Melanie Samuel & Arva Ferguson.

The month of March is a backdrop for varius observan-
ces. Aside from being National Women'’s History Month,
March, this year, “contains” the Daylight Savings Time
switch (9"‘), Canvass Sunday, St. Patrick’s Day, Palm
Sunday, Easter and the Spring Equinox. Some music has
been set for the month and the rest is being perused. The
Low Voices of the Church will sing the first Sunday,
March 2". Some instrumentalists will play on the 23".

Dennis E. Ferguson,
Director of Music

n # $ %I&I

$

HONORING GIFTS

IF YOU WISH TO HONOR
SOMEONE OR CELEBRATE A
SPECIAL OCCASION, CONSIDER
MAKING A SPECIAL DONATION TO
MURRAY CHURCH... If you'd like a
unigue way to publicly mark an anniversary, a special
event, memorial date, birthday, with a donation to our
church, simply fill out an Honoring Gift Form and turn it
into the office with your check attached. Later, the
honoree and reason for your tribute will be listed in the
newsletter. Gifts of any amount are welcomed, they are
tax-deductible, and you may specify your preference for
how it will be spent. Please contact the church office to
participate or visit www.murrayuuchurch.org to download
and print an Honoring Gift Form.




MARCH 2008

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
2 3 4 5 6 7 March 1
9:00 AM Choir 1:30 PM 6:00 PM RE 7:00 PM 7:00 PM BCD Event: 10:00 AM Music
Rehearsal — Sanc Gold Dusters Board Committee Review - | Parents of “Addressing Racism Com - JM
10:00 AM Worship & Mtg. — FH* Little Rm Teens Support in a Lib. Culture” - JM
Church School 7:00 PM 7:.00 PM TeenBook | G™OUP—-YGR | 700pm | | e
11:30 AM Soup Sale — | Yoga/Meditation — Group — UR Philosophers’ Café— March 8
UR JM 7:00 PM YGR&UR 6:30 PM Murray
. . : . : Night: St. Patrick’s
11:45 AM Book & Lunch | 7:15 PM RE Com — Membership Com — 7:30 PM Choir Evgening " FH
Bunch — JM UR IM Rehearsal — Sanc
7:30 PM Al-Anon — FH* Eﬁ? PM Pathways—
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Daylight Savings Time | 7.9 pjy 7:15 PM Board of 10:00 AM Small | 7:00 PM Divorce/ 7:00-8:30
9:00 AM Choir Yoga/Meditation — Governors — JM Group Ministry Separation Supp. PM Healing
Rehearsal — Sanc M -JIM Group —JM Resources
Canvass Sunday 10:00 | 7:00 PM Knitting Grp 7:00 PM Circle | 7:30 PM Choir for _
AM Worship & Church ~YGR of Spirits —UR | Rehearsal — Sanc Di[':\\AreSSIOH
School 8:00 PM Pathways—
7:30 PM Al-Anon — FH* | FH*
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Palm Sunday St. Patrick's Day 7:15 PM Deacons & | 1:30 PM Gold | SPring Begins 8:30 AM Food'n
9:00 AM Choir 7:00 PM Deaconesses -JM Dusters Mtg. — 7:00 PM Friends Soup
Rehearsal — Sanc Yoga/Meditation — FH* Philosophers’ Café— Kitchen —
10:00 AM Worship & IM YGR&UR Centenary Church
Church School 8:00 PM Pathways— 7:30 PM Choir
7:30 PM Al-Anon — FH* FH* Rehearsal — Sanc
*Universalist Article
Deadline
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
Easter Sunday 7:00 PM 2:00 PM Caring 10:00 AM Small | 7:30 PM Choir
9:00 AM Choir Yoga/Meditation — Com-JM Group Ministry Rehearsal — Sanc
Rehearsal — Sanc M 7:00 PM Religious | ~IM 7:30 PM Committee
9:30 AM Children’s 7:00 PM Knitting Grp | Services Com —JM 7:00 PM Circle on Ministry — Study
Choir Rehearsal - Sanc -YGR 7:00 PM of Spirits — UR
10:00 AM Worship & 8:00 PM Pathways— Photography Group 7:00 PM A
Church School FH* Mtg — UR Chosen Faith —
7:30 PM Al-Anon — FH* 7:30 PM Finance M
Com — 7:30 PM
Little Rm Property Com —
Little Rm
30 31 April 1 April 2 April 3 April 4 April 5
9:00 AM Choir 1:30 PM 7:00 PM 7:00 PM 7:00 PM
Rehearsal — Sanc Gold Dusters Board Memorial Garden Parents of Philosophers’ Café—
9:00 AM RE Teacher Mtg. — FH* Com — Little Rm Teens Support | YGR&UR
Appreciation Breakfast — | 7:00 PM 7:00 PM Teen Book | G'ouP—YGR 7:30 PM Choir
FH Yoga/Meditation — Group — UR Rehearsal — Sanc
10:00 AM Worship & M 7:00 PM
Church School 8:00 PM Pathways— Membership Com —
7:30 PM Al-Anon — FH* | FH” M

Abbreviation Codes
* = non-church activity — renter; RE = Religious Ed  ucation; BCD = Ballou Channing District; UUA = Unit  arian Universalist Association;
JM = John Murray Room; FH = Fellowship Hall; UR = U  nity Room; YGR = Youth Group Room; N = Nursery;
HR = Historical Room; Office = Church Office; Study = Minister’s Office; Sanc = Sanctuary
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Mark Your Calendars:

Sunday, March 2, 2008
11:30 AM Soup Sale
11:45 AM Book & Lunch Bunch
4:00 PM Newcomer Gathering

Thursday, March 6, 2008
BCD Event At Murray:
Addressing Racism
in a “Liberal” Society
7:00 PM in the John Murray Rm

Saturday, March 8, 2008
St. Patrick’s Evening in
Fellowship Hall at 6:30 PM

Sunday, March 9, 2008
Daylight Savings Time Begins
Canvass Sunday

Wednesday, March 26, 2008
Intro to UU Adult RE Series
Begins: A Chosen Faith
7:00 PM in the John Murray Rm



