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WORSHIP SERVICES 
 
2/7       “Trust”   
              The Rev. Sandra D. Fitz-Henry 

 
2/14     “Love”  
              The Rev. Sandra D. Fitz-Henry 
              Chocolate Auction 

 
2/21     “The Future of God” 
              Len Yutkins 
              Religious Service Committee 

 
2/28     “The Question Box” 
              The Rev. Sandra D. Fitz-Henry 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The next Universalist  deadline is 
Sunday, February 21, 2010. 

FROM THE MINISTER 
 

“We did not weave the web of life: We are merely a strand in it. “ 
Chief Seattle 

 
“With all beings and all things we shall be as relatives.” 

Sioux Indian 
 
Last Sunday an amazing service took place in our sanctuary: “Preaching 
from the Choir.” It was amazing not just because of the wonderful music 
and words, but also because it exemplifies what can happen, when 
people put their energies, ideas, and their gifts together. There is a 
synergy that happens, that lifts everyone; a spirit at work, creating 
something greater than the sum of its parts. It moves in mysterious ways. 
In his homily Bruce Field talked about the presence of others inspiring 
individuals to stretch to be more, to be the best one can be. It is what 
makes a congregation powerful; capable of doing together when no one 
can do alone. It is what makes religious community a place where lives 
may be changed.  
 
So much of what we do here at Murray – whether it is creating a service, 
putting on a breakfast, being part of the Food Pantry Team, serving on a 
Board, organizing, once again, the incredible Holiday Fair – involves a 
group of folks who join together to be a part of something they believe in 
helping to happen.  We need one another to accomplish together what 
cannot be done alone, within this church community and beyond.   
 
Two weeks ago, when Haiti experienced the devastating earthquake, the 
world mobilized. It was, for a while, as if people all over the world 
experienced a sense of shock, helplessness, and a desire to help. For a 
while, at least, people everywhere seemed to feel that this earthquake 
had shaken them as well. And the deep human impulse to reach out 
motivated people to give what they could – small or large. In a time of 
powerful compassion and connectedness, avenues of outreach opened: 
response to calls for medical personnel, calls for financial donations –  
through websites, texting, cell phones – connecting people and enabling 
millions to give. Our own Unitarian Universalist Service Committee joined 
the efforts of many other organizations. We heard from Lauralyn Smith, a 
member of Murray, who serves as Volunteer Coordinator at Service 
Committee Headquarters, about the enormous outpouring of financial aid 
they are receiving. 
 
What connects us to one another and to the larger human community, is 
a pearl of great price – this spiritual energy capable of “moving 
mountains.”  It is wonderful to witness this connectedness in action –  
both in daily congregational life, and in times of great disaster.
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
We are an active congregation who 

come together in fellowship to maintain 
an environment that promotes spiritual 

growth for individuals and families  
and affirms diversity of belief. 

 

We reach out in a caring way within 
our church and beyond with a 

commitment 
to build a more loving community. 

 

 



Many times I return to Mark Morrison Reed’s powerful 
words about the ”Task of the Religious Community:” 
  

“The central task of the religious community is to 
unveil the bonds that bind each to all. There is a 
connectedness, a relationship discovered amid the 
particulars of our own lives and the lives of others. Once 
felt, it inspires us to act for justice. 
 It is the church that assures us that we are not 
struggling for justice on our own, but as members of a 
larger community. The religious community is essential, 
for alone our vision is too narrow to see all that must be 
seen, and our strength too limited to do all that must be 
done. Together our vision widens and our strength is 
renewed.”  
 
So much of what happens at Murray, including the 
service last Sunday is a tribute to the power of energy, 
ideas and gifts in the service of a vision – whether that is 
a vision of a worship service, or of service to the Murray 
community or to the world community beyond. A religious 
community, a Beloved Community, is grounded in a 
shared humanity of responsiveness that treasures the 
bonds that bind each to all.  We often say that Unitarian 
Universalism is a religion of deeds not creeds. Alone our 
vision is too narrow, our strength too limited. But 
together….  much is possible.  Almost anything.  
 
Before I close, I want to remind you that this month there 
are several opportunities to share with one another 
thoughts, ideas, perspectives…. It’s a great way to get to 
know others in a smaller setting.  Join the Wednesday 
evening Ideas Exchange, which begins Wednesday, 
February 3, February 17, March 3, meeting in the John 
Murray Room, from 7:00-8:30.  Every one is welcome. 
 
Also, at the end of this month (February 28) I will be doing 
my bi-annual (or is it tri-annual?) “Question Box Sermon.”  
The Question Box will be at the Coffee Hour for the next 3 
weeks.  Please take this golden opportunity to write out a 
question or two that you would like to hear a reflection 
about during the service on February 28.  Questions 
about UU theology, history, practice. About Murray, our 
history. Religious/spiritual questions that are on your 
mind.  Put them in the Question Box and we’ll see what 
happens on the 28th… I promise you the sermon 
reflection will be shaped around the questions I receive.  
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LOVE, LOVE, LOVE   
 
We are learning about love all our lives.  
 
In preparation for the service on February 14, I would like 
to invite any of you who wish, to briefly reflect on: What 
you have learned (or are learning) about/from love?    
 
They will find a place in our service on February 14. 
(Anonymously) E-mail your thoughts 
(sandra.fitzhenry@verizon.net), or put a message in my 
mailbox outside the office.   
 

FROM THE RELIGIOUS 

EDUCATION DIRECTOR 
 

"Winter, a lingering season, is a time to gather golden 
moments, embark upon a sentimental journey, 

 and enjoy every idle hour." 
~John Boswell  

 
There are a lot of activities in the Religious Education 
program at Murray Church during the cold winter months. 
Regular Sunday school classes have resumed. Most of 
the children are studying our Christian and Jewish roots. 
Our Sunday RE program is an amazing place to be on a 
Sunday morning. There is a place in our program for 
children and teens of all ages. In addition to the regular 
Sunday morning classes and Youth Group, the winter 
months feature a number of enjoyable activities: movie 
nights, Murray nights, Philosophers’ Café, a book group, 
and more. And speaking of more, if you would like to 
sponsor an activity at Murray for our young people let me 
know. You could host a book group for younger readers, 
lead a mother-daughter discussion group, or perhaps get 
together with other parents of young children. Murray 
Church strives to provide something special for everyone. 
 
The Winter Teen Movie Nights have returned.  The 
February Teen Movie Night will be held on Thursday 
evening, February 25th beginning at 6:30 p.m. when we 
will be watching The Great Debaters.  Please bring along 
snacks to share. All teens are welcome to attend.  You 
may bring a friend. There is a $5 charge for pizza. 
 
The Teen Book Group will be discussing Look Me in the 
Eye by John Elder Robison during their next meeting on 
Thursday evening, February 11th at 7 p.m. in the Unity 
Room.  For those who like to plan ahead, March’s book 
selection is I Am the Messenger by Markus Zusak. 
Philosophers’ Café, a discussion group for high school 
age youth, will take place on the first and third Thursday 
evenings in February in the Purple Chat Room.  
Newcomers are always welcome. 
 
By popular request, the March Murray Night will feature a 
St. Patrick’s Day theme. Children will once again try to 
devise elaborate devices to capture the Murray Church 
Leprechaun (he’s very difficult to catch). This is a family-
friendly event suitable for children of all ages. Be sure to 
wear green! Please bring along a snack to share and a 
donation for the food pantry. The fun takes place on 
Saturday evening, March 6th from 6:30 to 8 p.m. 
 
The annual Murray Talent Night is scheduled for Saturday 
evening, April 10th at 7 p.m. in the sanctuary. Everyone is 
invited to share their talent with the Murray Community. 
We need musicians, poets, writers, dancers, jugglers, and 
more. Dust off those ballet slippers, tune your guitar, 
polish that piece of poetry and join us for a special night. 
A reception will be held in the Unity Room following the 
Talent Show. 
 
Children should have easy access to their coats during 
the winter months.  Occasionally, classes go outside for a 
nature walk or play an outdoor game or even make snow 
angels.  In the event of a fire drill or a real emergency, it 
is important that children have their coats easily 
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accessible.  Please be sure that your children take their 
coats to class or hang them outside their classrooms in 
the RE wing.   

~Nan Loggains 
 
 
 

Teen Activities This Month: 
 

����

Philosophers’ Café 
����

A Discussion Group for 
High School Aged Youth…  
Join Us February 4 th & 18 th 

from 7 to 8:30 p.m.  
in the Purple Chat Room 

 

*We meet on the 1st & 3rd 
Thursdays of the month. 

 
 

TEEN Book Group 
 

Will discuss  
Look Me in the Eye 

by John Elder Robison 
on Thursday, February 

11th 
in the Unity Room  
from 7–8:30 PM 

 
Will discuss  

I Am the Messenger 
by Markus Zusak 

on Thursday, March 11th 
in the Unity Room  
from 7–8:30 PM 

 

 
 

TEEN Movie 
Night 

FEATURING: 
“The Great Debaters” 

Thursday, February 25th 
6:30 p.m.  

in the Unity Room 

$5 for Pizza and Beverages 
 

 
Recently in Sunday School…  
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Murray Night : St . Patrick ’s 
Evening  

Saturday Evening , March 6th  at 
6:30 p .m. in Fellowship Hall . 

Please bring a snack to share 
and a donation for the Food 

Pantry . 
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ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION,  
GROUPS & ACTIVITIES 

 
 

THE IDEAS EXCHANGE  
 

Beginning on Wednesday 
Evening, February 3rd, the Ideas 
Exchange will resume. This is 
an informal gathering to 
exchange ideas and 
perspectives focused around a 
specific question or theme. 
Some of you participated in last 
spring’s Exchange. Discussions 
go many directions, through a 
prism of perspectives… 
 

Our Opening Question for February 3rd is this.  
Decisions—political and personal—are sometimes fueled 
by anger/frustration. What roles (for better or worse) 
has anger/frustration played in your life’s respons es, 
choices, decisions…? The group meets from 7:00 – 
8:30 in the John Murray Room, February 3, February 17 
and March 3. Everyone is welcome.   
 

 
 

������ ������ ����	�
���� �
On Sunday, February 7, we will be discussing Plainsong 
by Kent Haruf from 11:45-1:00, in the John Murray Room.  
The New York Times Book Review called this novel “So 
foursquare, so delicate and lovely … it has the power to 
exalt the reader.”  The elements are simple – a small 
town in Colorado, a high school teacher raising two boys 
alone, a pregnant high school girl, a couple of crusty 
bachelor farmers. It is a compelling novel in which the 
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author reveals a whole community 
as he interweaves these lives. 
Lunch is $5. Everyone is welcome. 

On Sunday, March 7  we will be 
discussing the novel, Olive 
Kitteridge by 
Elizabeth 
Strout. This 
novel was 

the recipient of the Pulitzer Prize 
for fiction in 2009. Set in the small 
community of Crosby, Maine, in 
Maine, this is a nuanced portrait of 
a retired schoolteacher, told 
through a series of stories, about 
the lives of the townspeople. “As 
the townspeople grapple with their 
problems, mild and dire, Olive is brought to a deeper 
understanding of herself and her life – sometimes 
painfully, but always with ruthless honesty… Olive 
Kitteridge offers profound insights into the human 
condition – its conflicts, its tragedies and joys, and the 
endurance it requires.”   
 

PARENTS OF TEENS SUPPORT GROUP 
 

Meets on Wednesday, February 3 rd from 7 to 8:30pm 
in the Youth Group Room (Purple Chat Room).  New 
members are always welcome. We meet on the first 
Wednesday evening of each month. For more 
information, please contact Barbara Clark 
 

 
 

YOGA & MEDITATION GROUP  

 

We meet on Monday evenings from 7:00-8:30 in the 
John Murray Room. Our current routine is an hour 
of yoga using the Kripalu Center's Gentle Yoga DVD 
followed by a 20-minute meditation.  If you'd like to join 
us, wear comfortable clothes and bring a yoga mat or 
towel/blanket to sit on.  For meditation, bring a yoga 
cushion/stool, or you can meditate sitting on the sofa or a 
chair. Newcomers are welcome.  
Contact:  Barbara Clark 
 

 
 

HEALING RESOURCES FOR DEPRESSION 
 

The Healing Resources for Depression group meets 
next on Friday, Feb. 19 th from 7-8:30 pm in the John 
Murray Room.   This group is open to members and 
friends who are dealing with depression or anxiety in their 
lives and want a confidential group to share their journey 
with. If you want more information, please contact 
Gretchen Robinson, facilitator. Gretchen also has  
e-articles she can email on men and depression, and 
many other topics. 
 

 
 
 
 

New Exercise Group Forming  
 

Join us Thursday evenings, 6:30 - 7:30 pm, in the John 

Murray Room.*  Bring your favorite exercise video/DVD 
(low-impact, not too strenuous).  We'll decide as a group 
on a routine for the session. For more information please 
contact Barbara Clark. If the group is large, we will move 
to Fellowship Hall. 
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ADULT ACTIVITIES  
 

Eleven Murray gastronomes enjoyed a fine meal, 
conversation, and fellowship at Bistro 45 in North 
Attleboro on Jan. 22. Those of us from Attleboro envied 
the lively downtown ambience of our neighbor to the 
north. 
 

COMING EVENTS: 
 

 
Sat. Feb. 6 - Potluck and Ceili, 6:00 pm - Unity Room 
Ceili is a Gaelic (Irish) word that means party; specifically 
one with live music, dancing, or general merriment.  In 
this case it's one with live music provided or enjoyed by 
those who attend.  If you play a musical folk instrument, 
e.g., guitar, fiddle, banjo, concertina, tin whistle, spoons, 
washboard, etc., and/or like to sing along in an informal 
group this might be for you.  For the potluck, please bring 
a dish and a beverage to share.  
 
Sun. Feb. 21 - Mozart's Cosi Fan Tutte  
Meet at Murray Church at 12:00 noon 
7 people are scheduled to attend. If you are interested in 
joining us, there are still tickets available.  
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Sat. Mar.13 - Intergenerational Potluck and Slide 
Show, 6:00 pm - Unity Room 
For the potluck, bring a main dish or dessert using a 
recipe you liked from your childhood. Also, to round out 
the evening's retro theme, we will have an old-fashioned 
slide projector set up. If you have a collection of old 
Kodachrome slides, please pick out up to 10 to share. 
 
Sat. April 10 - Wine Tasting 
3:00-5:00 pm at the home of Stephanie and Jeremy 
Paquette,  54 Jewell Avenue, Attleboro 
Please bring a bottle of wine and an hors d'oeuvre. 
Bruce Field will instruct us in the fine art of wine tasting. 
 
Sat. May 22 - Hike - Destination to be determined 
Meet at Murray Church at 9:00 am 
 
For more information, or to let us know you are interested 
in any of these activities, please contact Barbara Clark or 
Charlie Adlerm.    
 

ADVOCACY & SERVICE  
 

 
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST SERVICE COMMITTEE UPDATE  
 

This year is the 70th anniversary since the original 
founding of the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee.  
As we reflect on the past, let’s also renew our resolve to 
strengthen and continue our work to advance human 
rights. 
 

UUSC’s annual Justice Sunday for 2010 will focus on 
economic justice, a topic very dear to many of us. At a 
domestic level, a fair minimum wage often means the 
difference between survival and hardship.  Join UUSC as 
we work with partner Let Justice Roll's fight for living 
wages by promoting "$10 in 2010," an important step 
toward bringing the federal minimum wage closer to a 
living wage. At an international level, UUSC continues to 
work on behalf of those experiencing barriers to economic 
justice, such as our work in Haiti to assist peasant groups 
who were already struggling before the earthquake.  
UUSC is working with the Papaye Peasant Movement 
(MPP) on setting up receiving stations in the countryside 
for earthquake survivors evacuating the city, in order to 
provide them with transportation, food, and shelter. 
 

Learn more by visiting www.uusc.org.  
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
FOOD PANTRY UPDATE 

The food pantry provides bags of non-perishable 
groceries to local community members in need on  

Monday and Thursday mornings from 9:30-11:30am.  

 

We continue to serve many area families. Some improve-
ments are in process to more accurately estimate the 
ongoing needs. Towards the end of each month, food 
supplies typically run low on: cereal, tuna fish, canned 
meat, soup, stew, canned fruit, vegetables, fruit juice, 
peanut butter, toilet paper and large paper bags. Please 
consider donating one or two items whenever you can. 
Please place items in the collection boxes near the food 
pantry rooms. Thank you for any support you can give. 

 

 
 

Green Communities Workshop  
Thursday, February 4, 6:30 pm  

City Hall Council Chambers, 77 Park Street, Attlebo ro  
  

Learn how to make your town a ‘green community’ and 
qualify for new sources of state funding to promote 
municipal energy efficiency and renewable energy 
projects.  Program will include update on statewide 
implementation of the program and specific challenges 
faced by communities adopting the “Stretch Code” and 
other requirements.  Presenters from the Massachusetts 
Department of Energy Resources and the Massachusetts 
Climate Action Network. Free and open to the public. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Green Reel: Films for Sustainable Living  
 

Sunday Evenings: Feb 7, Feb 21, March 7  
 

Time:  7:00 pm 
Location:  Agudas Achim, 901 N. Main Street, Attleboro 
 

The Green Reel presents a series of films that depict the 
challenges to sustainable living, and provide some real-
life examples of how individuals are opting for green 
solutions in their everyday lives. 
 

"Flow" will be presented on Sunday, February 7: 
An investigation into what experts label the most 
important political and environmental issue of the 21st 
Century - The World Water Crisis. This award winning 
documentary builds a case against the growing 
privatization of the world's dwindling fresh water supply 
with an unflinching focus on politics, pollution, human 
rights, and the emergence of a domineering world water 
cartel. (2007)  Discussants: Nancy Banks, UUMassAction 
Network; Nicole Cirillo, Unitarian Universalist Service 
Committee; Suren Moodliar, Mass Global Action (invited) 
 

For more film listings and descriptions, see 
http://greentenmile.ning.com/page/2010-green-reel-film-
series. For more information, contact Greg Wehmeyer. 
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UUSC COFFEE PROJECT  
 

Pecan Do It!  
In rural southwestern Georgia, 
you will find a small farmer and 
worker co-operative filled with 
lifelong advocates creating jobs 
and offering services for their 
community called Southern 
Alternatives Agricultural Co-operative (SAAC). SAAC is 
the only African American-owned pecan-shelling facility in 
the United States, and it is run by women. Rural African-
American farmers, especially women, have been 
marginalized and isolated from conventional markets.  
 
Together, the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee 
(UUSC) and Equal Exchange have launched the Pecan 
Do It! campaign to support SAAC by promoting their 
scrumptious pecans, which are used to make Equal 
Exchange’s Roasted Salted Pecans (our Recipe Cards 
include pecan recipes). As Ariel Jacobson, UUSC’s 
Senior Associate for Economic Justice, describes:  
 
"Putting faith into action is at the heart of the Pecan, Do It! 
initiative. By purchasing pecans processed by the 
Southern Alternatives Agricultural Cooperative, UUSC 
members are helping to generate jobs and livelihoods in 
rural southwest Georgia, the very point of domestic Fair 
Trade [Fair Trade from U.S. small farmers]. And under 
the banner 'Pecan, Do It' we can affirm that economic 
justice starts right here at home." Look for them at coffee 
hour! Fair Trade matters!   ~Liz Lamoureux 
 

DENOMINATIONAL NEWS  
 

 

Ballou Channing District Winter Workshops  
 

Look for flyers and registration forms on the 
Denominational News bulletin board near the office… 

 
Don't Hit Back: Responses to Button-Pushing 
Behaviors - Saturday, February 6, 2010 from 9:30am to 
12:30pm at First Parish Unitarian Universalist Canton, 
1508 Washington Street, Canton, MA. This workshop will 
look at how congregations can handle behavior that 
blocks progress, that hurts others, or escalates conflict, 
while still valuing freedom and the inherent worth and 
dignity of everyone.  Registration is $20 per person or 3 
for $50.   
 
Walking the Talk:  Engaging a Congregation in Socia l 
Justice Work - Saturday, February 27, 2010  from 
9:30am to 4:30pm at Channing Memorial Church 
Newport, 135 Pelham Street, Newport, RI. With UU 
minister and author Rev. Dr. Richard Gilbert, participants 
will explore the spiritual roots of social action, a 
perspective on the unique UU mission, organizational 
tools for a congregation and a practicum on planning for 
change.  Registration is $20.   
 
Thinking Outside the Pulpit: Beyond the Hymn - 
Sermon Sandwich Service - Saturday, March 6, 201 0                                       
from 9:30am to 12:30pm at All Souls Church, Braintree, 

196 Elm Street, Braintree, MA. Learn about, discuss and 
explore opportunities to enhance the liberal religious 
"worship" experience in traditional and non-traditional 
settings; explore ways of involving more members of the 
congregation in "worship"; consider possibilities for 
multigenerational worship experiences; create a worship 
experience that will attract those people for whom 
traditional "church" is a turn-off.  Registration is $20 per 
person or 3 for $50.   
 

 
 

UU Travel Opportunities  
 

Travel and learning opportunities are regularly posted  
on the bulletin board to the left of the Minister’s Study.  

If you seek adventure, be sure to stop by and take  
some information! 

 

WhaleCoast Alaska 201. 
Four Alaskan UU fellowships invite you to experience our 
eco-cultural and spiritual program this summer in our 14th 
year! See REAL Alaska, with UU homestays in 
Anchorage, Fairbanks, Juneau, and Sitka. UU’s host 
events and lead tours. Experience Native Alaskan culture. 
Observe wildlife, including bears, moose, caribou, 
whales, sea otters and bald eagles. Visit Denali National 
Park.  Dave Frey, a 29-year Alaska resident, leads the 
programs. Visit www.whalecoastak.org. Don’t delay, the 
program usually fills by March 10. Email 
dfrey@whalecoastak.org for information, or call 907-322-
4966. We would love to share our Alaska with you! 
 

MURRAY NEWS & UPDATES  
 

 

Notes from the Moderator  
 
   The Board of Governors met on 
Jan 12. Adam Zysk joined us to 
report on a city construction project, 
which will affect us. The installment 
of sidewalks on our side of Rt. 152 will 
require some access and use of our land. Adam 
continues to be involved in this and will report to us again 
as the process unfolds. We also continue to consider 
various property issues such as leaking roofs. This work 
will be done when the weather allows it. We have had a 
request to rent our sanctuary for a few concerts this 
summer and this is being considered at this writing.   
 
   We have received word from Markman Day Care that 
they may not be able to move to their new location as 
soon as they (and we) had hoped. A few members of the 
BOG will be meeting with Markman’s Board this week to 
hear of their plans and will then report back to the BOG. 
Markman Day Care has been renting space here at 
Murray for many (30 plus) years and the BOG hope for 
their smooth and successful relocation soon. 
 
   We have recently transitioned our Universalist 
newsletter from a mailed paper version to a mostly 
emailed circulation. This change helps our office continue 
to cut costs in supplies and postage, save paper and 
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time, and still deliver all the monthly news -- in color for 
those who have computer access.  
 
   We previously mailed our newsletter to 320 addresses 
and printed an additional 30 copies for the visitors' table 
and hallways. Now our mailing list is down to just 23 
mailed copies - we still print 30 copies for the visitors' 
table and hallways. We currently have 240 email 
subscribers on the e-newsletter list. (I think the previous 
list was around 70 or so.) We mailed out 100 letters in 
December to subscribers for whom we didn't have an 
email address and had not seen recently at church. 
Several of them responded with emails and phone calls to 
ask us to keep them on the list. Many other churches 
have also transitioned to an email newsletter. Our 
transition was carefully planned, and went very smoothly!   
 
   We have reconvened our Safe Congregation 
Committee. We have many interesting Adult Activities to 
choose from and some fun fundraising activities as well. 
 
   I am constantly impressed and thrilled at our 
congregation’s abilities. Recently the Choir hosted our 
worship service and it was a rousing success. 
Congratulations to the Choir. Congratulations to all of us 
for having such a wonderful, resourceful group of people 
to enjoy on a regular basis.  
 

~Donna Palmer, Moderator 
 

 

 

Super Soup-Chili-Chowder Sale  
On February 7 th 

 

A Super Soup-Chili-Chowder Sale is 
planned for Sunday, February 7th 
(Super Bowl Sunday). We need soup, 
chili, and chowder cooks and buyers. 
Containers are provided in the kitchen, to the left of the 
ovens. Please contact Cynthia Eddy, Peggy Dixon or 
David Sumner if you have any questions.  

 
 

Chocolate Auction: 
February 14th  

 

Save the date for the annual 
Murray Chocolate Auction taking 
place on Sunday, February 14, in 

the Unity Room, following an abbreviated coffee hour.  
Dozens of decadent chocolate desserts and treats will be 
up for auction (as well as a selection of goodies available 
for immediate purchase). 
 
Bakers are also needed to donate items.  A sign-up sheet 
will be available at coffee hour, or contact Diane Jones to 
let us know what you’ll be bringing. 
 
Hope to see you at the auction!  What better way to say "I 
love you" than to support our cherished community?  
Proceeds from the auction will benefit Murray’s operating 
budget, so please support this important fund-raising 
event by bidding, baking or both! 
 

 

 

Craft Workshops for the Holiday Fair  
 

Join us for an afternoon or evening as we begin making 
Gift Room items to sell at the 2010 Holiday Fair. We’ll 
bring the supplies and provide instruction; you bring along 
your enthusiasm and an open mind! The first workshop 
will take place on Tuesday afternoon, February 9th from 1-
3 PM in the Blue Room. The second workshop will take 
place on the evening of Wednesday, March 10th from 
6:30-8:30 PM. Additional workshops will be scheduled if 
we have enough interest. Projects will include jewelry-
making, “tinnies,” ornaments, recycled art and container-
making. Other ideas are most welcome. Instructors/ 
Artists/Crafters are enthusiastically invited  to come 
forth to share their specialties and talents! Please let 
us know of your interest in attending or leading a 
workshop this winter or spring. Contact Dawn Casstevens 
or Inki Hasselbaum. 
 

 
 

Offerings For Our Fine Feathered Friends…  
 

If you are willing to donate a bag of 
bird food for the bird feeder located in 
the Memorial Garden, please let 
Russet Morrow know.  Hungry birds 
visit us throughout the winter… 
 

 
 

Music Corner  
 
In addition to providing the need 
for the character and mood of 
each service, most of the music 
during the February services 
will also pay homage to the 
music of African-American 
composers and traditions.  
Scott Joplin pieces are already set for postludes each 
Sunday.  We have one, possibly two spirituals that the 
choir is singing for the first time, as well as some gems 
from the past.  Some of the hymns will also reflect this 
rich tradition of music. 
 
A word of thanks is due to the Music Committee and the 
Murray Church Choir for their execution of a well-planned 
service last month.  It provided me with valuable insight 
into choral and congregational participation from a 
perspective different from my own. Thank you so much! 
 

~Dennis E. Ferguson, Director of Music 
 

���  Get Involved in Music at Murray  ���  
 

Are you interested in the music program at Murray but do 
not have time to commit to monthly meetings or every 
event during the year? Have ideas or feedback you want 
to share? All are welcome to come to a Music Committee 
meeting or get in touch with Mary Whelan or Allison 
MacDonald.  
 

 
 

Religious Services Sunday, February 21 st  
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“The Future of God” led by Len Yutkins 
 

“The Future of God” is a look at how our views of God 
have changed over time and tries to answer the question 
‘Does God have a future?’.  Len Yutkins has done 
extensive reading on the relationship (perhaps an 
enstranged one) between religion and science, especially 
how scientists view God. Join us Sunday, February 21st 
as Len shares his perspective on the topic from the pulpit. 
 

 
 

???????????????????????????????????  
 

LOOK FOR THE QUESTION BOX  at the end of 
the Coffee Hour table. What question would you 
like to hear addressed on Sunday, February 28?  
Write it on the paper provided and “mail” it 
through the slot.  Questions about UU theology, 
history, practice. About Murray, our history. Religious/ 
spiritual questions that are on your mind.  Put them in the 
Question Box and we’ll see what happens on the 28th… I 
promise you the sermon reflection will be shaped around 
the questions I receive.                                  ~Sandra 
 

???????????????????????????????????  
 

 

 

We Welcome Our Newest Members…  
 

�� Christine and John Reinhagen 
Christine and John Reinhagen grew up Catholic but 
stopped attending church early in college. She met John 
while she was living in East Providence and he was living 
in Attleboro. They settled in RI, got married and had a 
daughter Madalena.  Christine and John became 
interested in offering their now 5-year-old daughter some 
type of Religious Education.  John had come to Murray 
before moving to RI so the three of them started coming 
together when they moved to North Attleboro. The 
Religious Ed at Murray seemed a perfect fit. They also 
loved the sense of community, particularly important to 
Christine, who is a stay at home Mom.   
 
Christine is an accountant and maintains a few clients 
from her home base. She loves gardening, yoga and 
calligraphy and would also love to sing in Murray’s choir 
someday.  
 
John works at Sturdy. He also loves gardening and 
physical fitness but his real passion is wooden boats. He 
travels to wooden boat shows whenever he can and 
hopes to someday build his own.  
 
Christine, John and Maddie became members of Murray 
Church in December. 
 
� Steve Ladabauche 
Steve Ladabauche grew up in Attleboro attending 
Catholic services with his family.  In the early 1980s he 
was working as a photographer for the Sun Chronicle. 
Many of the newspaper people went to Murray and talked 
about it at work. Steve thought it seemed like “a good way 

to live” and he tried it himself for a few years.   
 
He left that job and Murray for a while and got interested 
in religion and philosophy from an intellectual standpoint 
when he took philosophy classes at Bristol Community 
College. He visited the Buddhist temple in Cumberland 
and became an avid meditator.  
 
Last year, after a period of no religious or spiritual 
connection, he came back to Murray. The draw at first 
was the immediate sense of belonging that many of us at 
Murray feel.  People were friendly and Steve found a 
number of venues for his love of philosophical discussion.  
His thoughtful comments were a wonderful addition to the 
New UU group and to the Daily Spiritual Practice group 
last fall.  
 
Steve has been a musician since he taught himself to 
play guitar as a teen and we now have a chance to enjoy 
his talents as he involves himself in the choir.  
Photography remains a lifelong passion for Steve. He 
updated photos for our bulletin board and attended 
meetings of the photography club, sharing his 
technological and creative expertise with the group.  
 
Steve became a member of Murray in December. 
 

� Shelley Stark and Louis Jackson 
We welcomed Shelley Stark and Louis Jackson at the 
January 10th Sunday service as they signed the Murray 
Church membership book.  Shelley and Louis both grew 
up in Massachusetts.  Shelley became a UU in 1992 
when living in Washington, DC, and loved the Arlington 
church she attended.  When she and Louis decided to get 
married, they both wanted to marry in a UU church, Louis 
having liked what Shelley told him about UU values.  After 
first checking out a Boston church recommended by a 
classmate they decided on The First Church in Chestnut 
Hill where, coincidentally, the minister, Rev. Bassett, had 
known Shelley as a girl. 
 
When they moved to Attleboro from Dedham they 
continued their association with Chestnut Hill but it 
became harder to do and there were few children who 
attended.  A colleague at U. Mass. Medical School, where 
Shelley's worked for two years as a policy analyst, asked 
if there were any UU churches in Attleboro.  Shelley said 
she passed one—Murray Church—every day on her 
commute to work.  (She doesn't mind the commute 
because she loves her job.)  The second she set foot in 
our door Shelley knew this was a place she wanted to be.  
She says everyone was so welcoming.   
 
Louis, a firefighter can't come to church frequently 
because of his job.  But when he went to the Halloween 
party with the family, he was amazed that people already 
knew Shelley.  He was drawn to the openness and sense 
of community. 
 
Shelley and Louis's children, Holland, age 8, and 
Spencer, age 7, enjoy church and feel comfortable here 
where they also see kids they attend school with.  The 
couple appreciate the support their children receive to be 
who they are and the many activities they can participate 
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in as a family. 
 
 
 

Welcome to all our newest members.  
We are glad to have you among us!  

 

 
 

Newcomer Informational Session  
 

Are you a newcomer to Murray Church? If so, join us 
in the John Murray room immediately after the service on 

Sunday, February 28 th. It will 
be any opportunity to learn 
about the church and ask 
questions in an informal setting. 
Longtime members Shelly and 
Bill Freddo will be there to talk 
about their experiences and 
answer your questions. The 
John Murray room is located 
directly across the foyer from 
the Sanctuary. 
 

 

 
 

HONORING GIFTS 
 

If you’d like a unique way to 
publicly mark an anniversary, a 
special event, memorial date, 
birthday, with a donation to our 
church, simply fill out an Honoring 
Gift Form and turn it into the office 
with your check attached. Later, 

the honoree and reason for your tribute will be listed in 
the newsletter. Gifts of any amount are welcomed, they 
are tax-deductible, and you may specify your preference 
for how it will be spent. To participate, please contact the 
church office (508-2220505, Murray.ch@verizon.net)  or 
visit our website at www.murrayuuchurch.org to print an 
Honoring Gift Form. 
 

 
 

                      Easter Plants  
 

Think Spring!  Easter is April 4.    
Let me know if you are interested in 
putting a spring plant on the chancel 
table for Easter.  Plant choices are tulips, 
daffodils, lilies, and hyacinths.  I'll need to 
order by Mar 21.  Please call me at  
508 226-3109 or see me at church. 

~Irene Yutkins 

 
 

 
     

SNOW CANCELLATION INFORMATION  
 

In the event that a Sunday Service is cancelled... 
 

WBZ-TV News will air cancellations during WBZ 
MorningNews at 5am, during the local news and during 
the CBS The Early Show program. Also, check the 

Providence TV stations, Channels 10 and 12. 
 

WBZ NewsRadio 1030AM will read the list of 
cancellations twice per hour (at :05 and :35 past) during 
StormCenter Operation. Or visit the WBZ website at 
www.wbz.com  or WBZTV.com  Click on "StormCenter" 
�  then, go to "Religious" listings 
 

NBC News  will not display closings on-air, but they will 
now only be shown on their website, not on TV:   
www.whdh.com   
 

 
 
Please scroll down to the next page to view the Monthly 
Murray Calendar of Events and Activities… 
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FEBRUARY 2010 
Sunday Monday  Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 
 
* Please note the Food 
Pantry is open on Mondays 
& Thursdays from 9:30-
11:30 AM in the Blue Room. 

February 1 
 
1:30 PM 
Gold Dusters Board 
– FH* 
 
7:00 PM 
Yoga / Med – JM 
 
7:15 PM 
RE Cmte – UR 
 
8:00 PM 
Pathways – FH* 

2 
 
6:15 PM 
Committee on 
Ministry - 
Study 

3 
 
7:00 PM 
Ideas Exchange 
– JM 
 
7:00 PM  
Parents of Teens 
Support Group – 
YGR 

4 
 
6:30 PM – JM 
Exercise Class 
 
7:00 PM 
Philosophers’ Café – 
YGR 
 
7:30 PM 
Choir – Sanc 

5 
 
 

6 
 
6:00 PM 
Potluck Dinner 
and Ceili – UR 

7 
 
9:00 AM Choir  
 
10:00 AM  Worship Service 
& Church School 
 
11:15 AM – UR Super 
Soup-Chili-Chowder Sale  
 
11:45 AM 1st Sun. Book 
Group – JM 
 
7:30 PM  Al-Anon – FH* 

8 
 
7:00 PM 
Yoga / Med – JM 
 
8:00 PM 
Pathways – FH* 

9 
 
1–3 PM 
Craft 
Workshop  
– Blue Rm 
 
7:15 PM 
Board of 
Governors – 
JM 

10 
 
7:15 PM 
Safe  
Congregation 
Cmte – JM 

11 
 
6:30 PM – JM 
Exercise Class  
 
7:00 PM 
Teen Book Group – UR 
 
7:30 PM 
Choir – Sanc 

12 
 
Lincoln’s 
Birthday 

13 

14 
 
Valentine’s Day 
 
9:00 AM Choir 
 
10:00 AM  Worship Service 
& Church School 
 
11:30 AM – UR Chocolate 
Auction  
 
7:30 PM  Al-Anon – FH* 

15 
 
Presidents’ Day 
 
7:00 PM 
Yoga / Med – JM 
 
8:00 PM 
Pathways – FH* 

16 
 
1:00 PM 
UUMA Cluster  
– JM  
 
7:15 PM  – JM 
Deacons & 
Deaconesses 
 

17 
 
1:30 PM 
Gold Dusters Mtg 
BINGO – FH* 
 
7:00 PM 
Ideas Exchange 
– JM 

18 
 
6:30 PM – JM 
Exercise Class 
 
7:00 PM 
Philosophers’ Café – 
YGR 
 
7:30 PM 
Choir – Sanc  

19 
 
7:00 PM 
Healing 
Resources 
for 
Depression  
– JM 

20 
 
11:00 AM 
Memorial 
Service and 
Collation  
– Sanc & UR 

21 
 
9:00 AM Choir 
 
10:00 AM Worship Service 
& Church School 
 
12:00 Noon Carpool departs 
for Cosi Fan Tutte 
 
2-6 PM Unity Rm Rental 
 
7:30 PM  Al-Anon – FH*  
 
 

22 
 
Washington’s 
Birthday 
 
7:00 PM 
Yoga / Med – JM 
 
8:00 PM 
Pathways – FH* 

23 
 
7:00 PM 
Religious 
Services Cmte 
  – JM 
 
7:30 PM 
Finance Cmte  
– Blue Rm 

24 
 
7:00 PM 
Property Cmte  
– Blue Room 

25 
 
6:30 PM – JM Exercise 
Class 
 
6:30 PM Teen Movie 
Night – UR 
 
7:00 PM Board of 
Trustees – Blue Rm 
 
7:30 PM Choir – Sanc 

26 
 
 

27 
 
 8:30AM-
12:15PM 
Soup Kitchen  
Centenary 
United 
Methodist 
Church 

February 28 
 
9:00 AM Choir 
 
10:00 AM Worship Service 
& Church School 
 
11:15 AM Newcomer Info 
Session – JM 
 
7:30 PM Al-Anon – FH 
 * 

March 1 
 
1:30 PM Gold Dusters 
Board – FH* 
 
7:00 PM Yoga / Med 
– JM 
 
7:15 PM RE Cmte UR 
 
8:00 PM Pathways – 
FH* 

March 2 
 
6:15 PM 
Committee 
on Ministry - 
Study 

March 3 
 
7:00 PM 
Ideas Exchange 
– JM 
 
7:00 PM  
Parents of Teens 
Support Group – 
YGR 
 
 

March 4 
 
6:30 PM – JM Exercise 
Class 
 
7:00 PM Philosophers’ 
Café – YGR 
 
7:30 PM 
Choir – Sanc 

March 5 
 
 

March 6 
 
6:30 PM 
Murray Night: 
St. Patrick’s 
Evening 
– FH  
 
  

Abbreviation Codes  
* = non-church activity – renter; RE = Religious Ed ucation; BCD = Ballou Channing District;  

UUA = Unitarian Universalist Association; JM = John  Murray Room; FH = Fellowship Hall; UR = Unity Room ; YGR = Youth Group Room; N = 
Nursery; HR = Historical Room; Office = Church Offi ce;  

Study = Minister’s Office; Sanc = Sanctuary �

March Universalist 
article deadline 
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�
Murray Unitarian Universalist Church 
505 North Main Street 
Attleboro, MA 02703 
 
Return Service Requested 
 

  

 

   
                                                                    Painting by Dave Feasey, “Winter Branches,“ 2006 

 

Winter Meditation  by Denise Levertov 
 

The bare trees have made up their seed bundles. 
 

They are ready now. The warm brown light pauses briefly, shrugs and moves on. 
 

They are ready now to play dead for a while. I, human, have not as yet devised  
how to obtain such a privilege. 
 

Their spring will find them rested. I, and my kind, battle a wakeful way to ours.  
 

 
STAMP 

 

Mark Your Calendar  
 

Wednesdays, February 3 & 17 
The Ideas Exchange 

7:00 PM in the John Murray Room 
 

Saturday, February 6 
Potluck Dinner and Ceili 
6:00 PM in the Unity Room 

 

Sunday, February 7 
Super Soup-Chili-Chowder Sale 
at Coffee Hour in the Unity Room 

 

Sunday, February 14 
Chocolate Auction 

11:30 AM in the Unity Room 
 

Sunday, February 21 
Mozart's Cosi Fan Tutte 
Carpool departs at noon 

 

Sunday, February 28  
Newcomer Information Session 

11:15 AM in the John Murray Room 
 

*Try our new Exercise Class  
on Thursday nights at 6:30 in the 

John Murray Room 


