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WORSHIP SERVICES 
 
 
2/1     “What’s Y(our) Story?” 
            The Rev. Sandra D. Fitz-Henry 
 
 
2/8     “In a Word” 
            The Rev. Sandra D. Fitz-Henry 
 
 
2/15   “Mind Altering Ideas” 
            The Rev. Sandra D. Fitz-Henry 
 
 
2/22   “The Wander Years”  

 Jeremiah Falvey 
 Religious Services Committee 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The next Universalist  deadline is 
Sunday, February 22, 2009. 

FROM THE MINISTER 
 
“We are a nation of Christians and Muslims, Jews and Hindus – and 
nonbelievers. We are shaped by every language and culture, drawn from 
every end of this earth. …”       Barack Obama 

 
Sometimes I think if I hear the word change one more time I will cease to 
comprehend what it means. “Change alone is unchanging,” sages and 
seers say. It is a profound truth. Yet, sometimes when there is so much 
change, you find yourself thinking, “OK, yes, I welcome change, but how 
about some relief? How about some continuities?  How about something 
that endures and sustains?  Those moments, for example, that remain, 
long after the stream of time has moved on. Those moments that remind 
us, in the midst of turmoil and insecurity, that we are part of something 
larger.  
 
Many moments on Inauguration Day remain just such an image for 
people all over the world.  It was such an inclusive celebration for so 
many.  For a time, a sustained day, it seemed that we could experience 
the kind of “new declaration of independence” that the President was 
calling for… “A declaration of independence, not just in our nation, but in 
our own lives. –independence from ideology and small thinking, 
independence from prejudice and bigotry,  independence from 
selfishness.” There was such a feeling of empowerment. Hope was no 
longer hopeless. 
 
On his whistle-stop tour to Washington, in train stations and on 
platforms, Obama repeated his hope that  “íf we could just recognize 
ourselves in one another and bring everyone together – Democrats, 
Republicans, and Independents, north, south, east and west, black, 
white, Latino, Asian, and Native American, gay and straight, disabled 
and not – not only would we restore hope and opportunity in places that 
yearned for both, but maybe,… we might perfect our union in the 
process.” His Inaugural Address acknowledged “our patchwork heritage” 
as a strength, not a weakness.  Christians, Muslims, Jews and Hindus, 
and nonbelievers were all included in that wide embrace. No wonder 
faces glowed.  
 
Something I can only describe as radiance, shone among that crowd of 
diversity. As newscasters panned around the crowds of people, faces of 
all ages reflected a sense that at last there was someone listening, that 
heard and cared about what they felt and thought. And that they all 
mattered. That “We, the people” matter in shaping what this nation will 
become.
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
We are an active congregation who 

come together in fellowship to maintain 
an environment that promotes spiritual 

growth for individuals and families  
and affirms diversity of belief. 

 

We reach out in a caring way within 
our church and beyond with a 

commitment 
to build a more loving community. 

 

 



There is something enormously energizing about knowing 
that you make a difference, and that it matters that your 
voice be heard. 
 
Turning to matters closer to home, the Murray Church 
Community is going to take part in a time of talking with 
one another and listening to one another’s stories, and it 
matters that your voice be heard!  We’ll be touching on 
the moments that underlie our connection to Murray 
Church. Whether you have been here “forever,” or have 
just recently arrived, the Appreciative Inquiry Process 
needs everyone’s input.  It is a way of building upon our 
strengths, the passions that people bring to this 
community. It is a way that each of us will be part of 
shaping what Murray Church becomes. 
 
In this community process, we need everyone’s voice.  
And we’ve made it easy.  Janet Richardi, our Moderator, 
has organized four different opportunities to participate – 
two in the day time – Thursday, Feb. 5 and Saturday, 
Feb. 7, 10:00-12:00, and two in the evening – Tuesday, 
Feb 3 and Thursday, Feb 5, 7:30-9:30. Other times will be 
arranged, if there is need, so that all can be included.  
 
It is not a long process but it is wonderful opportunity to 
be a part of a process of discovery, and of getting to know 
Murray members and friends in greater depth.  
This will be a time of lifting out the threads that are 
particular to individuals, that we might also discover the 
weaving that connects us to one another. This will shape 
our enduring future, and I hope every one will take part.   

 
Sandra 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ap-pre’ci-ate,  v., 1. valuing; the act of recognizing the 
best in people or the world around us; affirming past and 
present strengths, successes, and potentials; to perceive 
those things that give life (health, vitality, excellence) to 
living systems 2. to increase in value  
 
 
In-quire’  (kwir), v., 1. the act of exploration and discovery. 
2. To ask questions; to be open to seeing new potentials 
and possibilities.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

FROM THE RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION DIRECTOR 

 
"Winter, a lingering season, is a time to gather golden 

moments, embark upon a sentimental journey,  
and enjoy every idle hour."  

 

                                            ~John Boswell 
 
The next Murray Night is one of the most popular events 
of the church year—the Indoor Drive-In Movie Night on 
Saturday evening, February 7th in the Unity Room.  We 
will be showing the popular, G-rated, family film, Wall-E.  
The fun begins at 6:30 sharp.  Be sure to arrive a few 
minutes early to select the best “car.”  Bring along pillows 
and sleeping bags.  Children are welcome to wear 
pajamas.  Please bring along a snack to share and a 
donation for the Murray Church Food Pantry.   
 
The March Murray Night will sport a new theme this year.  
Come enjoy March Madness!  There will be games for all 
ages—everything from ping pong to indoor soccer.  Be 
sure to wear a shirt or hat from your favorite sports team 
(but please do not make a special purchase).  The fun 
begins at 6:30 p.m. on Saturday evening, March 7th in 
Fellowship Hall. 
 
The first Winter Teen Movie Night was held this past 
Thursday when more than a dozen teens gathered in the 
Unity Room for a screening of Alfred Hitchcock’s Rear 
Window.  The February Teen Movie Night will be held on 
Thursday evening, February 26th beginning at 6:30 p.m.    
Please bring along snacks to share.  February’s movie 
will be Disturbia.  All teens are welcome to attend.  There 
is a $3 charge for pizza. 
 
The Teen Book Group will be discussing Big Fat 
Manifesto during their next meeting on Thursday evening, 
February12th at 7 p.m. in the Unity Room.  Philosophers’ 
Café, a discussion group for high school age youth, will 
take place on the first and third Thursday evenings in 
February in the Purple Chat Room.  Newcomers are 
always welcome. 
 
Our Whole Lives (OWL) will be offered during the 2009-
2010 church year.  OWL is the highly acclaimed sexuality 
education program.  Young people entering grade grades 
seven through nine next fall will be able to attend OWL.  
Parents and guardians are required to attend a parent 
session prior to enrolling their child in the course.  The 
parent session will be scheduled in the spring.  Stay 
tuned. 
 
Friendly reminder:  Parents and guardians are 
responsible for the supervision of their children during 
coffee hour.  Please be sure that your children are not 
running inside the church.  I have discovered very young 
children roaming the halls during coffee hour.  This is not 
a safe practice.  Our church has about a dozen doors.  It 
doesn’t take much for a toddler or preschooler to scamper 
out to the parking lot (or even busy North Main Street) 
when no one is looking.   
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Children should have easy access to their coats during 
the winter months.  Occasionally, classes go outside for a 
nature walk or play an outdoor game or even make snow 
angels.  In the event of a fire drill or a real emergency, it 
is important that children have their coats easily 
accessible.  Please be sure that your children take their 
coats to class or hang them outside their classrooms in 
the RE wing.   
 
We still need donations of blankets for the nursery.  
These blankets need not be fancy.  The blankets would 
be used in the event of an emergency during the winter 
months.  Please drop off your blanket donations in the 
nursery any Sunday morning. 
 
RE news and pictures  can be found on the new blog:   
MurrayChurchRE.blogspot.com 

 
Nan Loggains 
 

 

Murray Church 
Indoor Drive-In Movie Night  

Saturday, February 7 th  
6:30 p.m. in the Unity Room 

 

 
� Please bring a snack to share & a donation for the 

food pantry. 
 

 
�

Philosophers’ Café 
A Discussion Group for High School Aged Youth 

 

Meets on February 5th & 19th  
7–8:30PM in the Purple Chat 

Room  
(1st & 3rd Thursdays of the 

Month) 
Newcomers are welcome. 

 

 
 
 

 

MURRAY CHURCH 
SECOND THURSDAY  

TEEN BOOK GROUP  
 

Will discuss  
Big Fat Manifesto  
by Susan Vaught  

Thursday, February 12th  
in the Unity Room  

from 7 – 8:30PM 
 

 
 

Winter Teen Movie Night 
 

 
 

Thursday, February 26th 
 

6:30 p.m. in the Unity Room 
$3 Charge for Pizza 
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ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION,  
GROUPS & ACTIVITIES 

 
FIRST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH BOOK GROUP  
 

On Sunday, February 1 st, join us 
for a discussion of E.M. Forster’s 
A Passage to India. Set against 
the backdrop of the British Raj and 
the Indian independence move-
ment in the 1920s, this highly 
acclaimed novel explores the 
racial tensions and prejudices 
between indigenous Indians and 
the British colonists who ruled 
India at the time. All are welcome 
to join us for a light lunch and 
discussion at 11:45 in the John Murray Room.  

 
On Sunday, March 1 st we will discuss 
The Namesake by Pulitzer Prize 
winning author, Jhumpa Lahiri. Moving 
between events in Calcutta, Boston, 
and New York City, the novel examines 
the nuances involved with being caught 
between two conflicting cultures with 
their highly distinct religious, social, and 
ideological differences. 

 
YOGA & MEDITATION GROUP  
 

We meet on Monday evenings from 7:00-8:30 in the 
John Murray Room.  Our current routine is an hour 
of yoga using the Kripalu Center's Gentle Yoga DVD 
followed by a 20 minute meditation.  If you'd like to join 
us, wear comfortable clothes and bring a yoga mat or 
towel/blanket for yoga.  For meditation, bring a yoga 
cushion/stool or you can meditate sitting on the sofa or a 
chair.  Meditation instruction provided if desired. 
Newcomers are always welcome.  
Contact:  Karla Bassler or Barbara Clark 

 
PARENTS OF TEENS SUPPORT GROUP 
 

Meets on Wednesday, February 4 th from 7 to 8:30pm 
in the Youth Group Room (Purple Chat Room).   
New members are always welcome. We meet on the first 
Wednesday evening of each month.  
Contact:  Barbara Clark. 

 
CIRCLE OF SPIRITS 
 

We meet on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday evenings of 
each month at 7pm in the Unity Room : February 11 th 
and 25 th. The Circle of Spirits is an earth-based pagan 
spiritual group. We celebrate the Wiccan holiday and 
learn/teach other earth based pagan aspects such as 
tarot, runes and herbs. All are welcome!   
Contact:  Jessica Brien and Claudia Cruz-Teixeira at 
CircleofSpirits@gmail.com for more information. 

 
HEALING RESOURCES FOR DEPRESSION 
 

The Healing Resources for Depression group meets 
next on Friday, February 20 th, from 7-8:30 pm.   This is a 
group for those dealing with depression and anxiety.  
Concerned family and friends associated with Murray 
Church who want to learn about mental/spiritual health 
are also welcome.      
 

This session will focus those initiatives we can take on to 
move us forward in our lives.  Please read, if you can, 
Chapter 5, "Taking Action" from the book Getting Your 
Life Back by Jesse Wright and Monica Ramirez.  
(available at the Library) as preparation for group 
discussion.  
 

If you are attending for the first time, please con tact 
facilitator:  Gretchen Robinson beforehand 

 
MURRAY KNITTERS 
 

We meet year round every 2nd and 4th Monday of the 
month in the Purple Chat Room from 7pm to 9pm.   
Come knit with us!  We can provide yarn and needles for 
anyone wanting to learn to knit.  
Contact: Staci MacDonald 
Visit our website:  www.murrayknitters.com 

 
 

NEW: “Collaging the Journey”   
 

There are many different ways to interpret “a 
journey”. We have a life long journey and the journey 
of just this very day.  There are journeys we’ve 
already experienced and those that flood us with 
memories and learning experiences.  
 

If you’re interested in exploring a different way to 
express your own past, present or future journeys, 

please join Rev. Sandra D. Fitz-Henry and Linda 
Legendre on two Wednesday evenings: Feb. 25 th at 
7:00 pm in the Purple Chat Room and March 4 th at 
7:00 pm in the Unity Room  for this opportunity to 
collage what words sometimes cannot say.   
To register:  Contact the church office (508 222-
0505; murray.ch@verizon.net) or sign up at coffee 

hour. 
 

 
�

����������	
����
�����
����� �
�

������������������������� �� ��������������
�������
���������������� �����	
���
�����
�������
����
�����������������������������!" �� ������������	
������

���
�������������������������	
���
��
�����������
�
�������������	������
��
�������������������������
#������$� ����������
����
���
����� �
 

 
 



 5 

ADVOCACY & SERVICE  
 

MURRAY FOOD PANTRY UPDATE  
 

As many of you know, the food pantry continues to be 
very, very busy…30 to 35 visitors per week.  In an effort 
to keep up with the need, Sue Kline, Rev. Fitz-Henry and 
I have talked about having one Sunday a month where 
we ask everyone to bring a food item to church.  The third 
Sunday of the month is the one we have chosen, so for 
February that would be Sunday, February 15, 2009. 
 

In an effort to keep it simple while also supplementing the 
food pantry with the most needed items, we are asking for 
donations of peanut butter, pasta, pasta sauce (plastic 
jar, please), canned tuna fish, juice (plastic jug,  
please) and Parmalat.   There will be baskets and boxes 
at the back of the church for the 
items.  If you forget or would 
prefer, there will be a manila 
envelope for cash or grocery 
store gift cards which will then be 
used to purchase needed items.  
 

As always much thanks go out to 
the ladies that pack the bags – 
Doris Marvelle and DJ Campbell 
– to Pixie Terreault (pictured at 
right) who volunteers  
 
every Monday to cover the pantry and to students from 
the Finberg School who come on Thursdays and take 
care of the pantry.  Without all of these volunteers the 
pantry would not work as well as it does. 
  

 

FOOD ‘N FRIENDS SOUP KITCHEN 
 

There will be no  February soup kitchen visit from 
Murray Church. (Another group is doing it.) The nex t 
Food n' Friends Soup Kitchen visit is on Saturday, 
March 28 th from 8:30am-12:15pm at the Centenary 
United Methodist Church.  
Contact coordinators:  Mary Basilone, Theresa 
Mahoney and Kevin Dumont.  
Please contact one of the new coordinators if you want to 
be added to the group email. 
 

  
 

The Green Reel: Films for Sustainable Living  
 

Sunday Evenings: Feb1, 8, 22, and March 1 
Time:  7:00 pm 
Location:  Agudas Achim,  
901 N. Main Street, Attleboro 

 

The Green Reel presents a series of films that depict the 
challenges to sustainable living, and provide some real-
life examples of how individuals are opting for green 
solutions in their everyday lives. 

 

For film listings and descriptions, see 
http://greentenmile.ning.com/page/film-series . 
For more information, contact Greg Wehmeyer. 

 

�
UUSC COFFEE PROJECT 

 

Equal Exchange Fast Facts: 
·  Equal Exchange is the leading Fair Trade brand of 

food and beverages in the United States. 
·  First US food or beverage company to adopt the 

international Fair Trade standards (1991) 
·  Fair Trade Certification� 100% of our coffee, tea, 

cocoa, chocolate and sugar is Fair Trade 
certified™ by TransFair USA. 

·  Credit� In 1995 Equal Exchange became one of 
the first US coffee importers to actively provide 
pre-harvest credit to the small farmer 
cooperatives. In 2006 we helped provide 
$1,911,000 in affordable credit to our coffee 
farmer partners. 

 

Company Statistics & Financial Data:  

·  Average annual growth, 1986-2007: 32.2% 
·  2007 Sales: $29,372,000 
·  2006 net income: $537,442 
·  Full-time employees: 100 
·  Members of our worker cooperative: 77 

(employees must work one year before becoming 
eligible to join) 

·  Equal Exchange is one of the largest worker 
cooperatives in the United States, and, we believe, 
the world’s largest worker-owned coffee roasting 
facility. 

 

Offices:  

·  West Bridgewater, Massachusetts (HQ) 
·  Madison, Wisconsin 
·  Minneapolis, Minnesota 
·  Hood River, Oregon 
·  Seattle, Washington (café) 

 

Awards:  

2008 Fast Company Magazine’s “Social Capitalist” Award 
2007 WorldBlu's World's Most Democratic Workplaces 
2006 Oregon Tilth "Organic Handler of the Year" 
2006 Smaller Business Association of New England 
(SBANE) Innovation Award 
2000 Business Ethics Magazine Award for Stakeholder 
Relations 
1999 Natural Products Expo Socially Responsible 
Business Award 
 

 
Equal Exchange coffee, tea and cocoa products are 
available for purchase during coffee hour each 
Sunday. Every purchase benefits farmers, Equal 
Exchange employees (a local company), Murray Church, 
and you! Thanks for your support.   ~Liz Lamoureaux 
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UU Service Committee Update  

 
 
I have volunteered to be a local rep for the UUSC here at 
Murray. I'll be learning as I go along, and sharing that 
information with all of you. I'm looking forward to it!  

~Liz Lamoureux  
 
 
What does UUSC do? 
 

An independent human rights organization, UUSC works 
to promote economic justice and environmental justice, 
defend civil liberties and democratic processes, and 
respond to humanitarian crises. Our work is made 
possible by the activism and general support of our 
members and supporters. By focusing on specific areas 
of human rights issues, UUSC is able to be a strong and 
effective catalyst for positive change in the world. 
 

Advocacy, education, and experiential learning are 
integral parts of all our work. We educate and mobilize 
US residents on human rights issues. We offer 
experiential learning opportunities through our JustWorks 
camps and JustJourneys delegations. We strengthen 
local grass roots organizations, advocating at the local, 
state, national, and international levels for policies and 
practices that promote human rights. 
 
How can I learn more about UUSC’s work? 
 

·  Read UUSC’s print newsletter, Rights Now . UUSC 
members receive the newsletter three times a year.  

·  Sign up for UUSC eWire , our email bulletin. You will 
receive reports on social justice issues, news from 
our courageous program partners from around the 
world, and information on advocacy opportunities 
through which you can help to advance human rights 
and social justice. 

·  Visit www.uusc.org  often. You will find news, 
firsthand accounts on our web blog UUSC Hotwire,  
and resources for building membership and 
organizing involvement.  

·  Read your local representative’s UUSC articles in 
your congregation’s newsletter. 

·  Visit your congregation’s UUSC or social action table 
for new UUSC action alerts and publications. 

·  Sign up to become a Human Rights Defender.  Join 
other activists who receive regular email alerts about 
opportunities to advocate for justice n specific issues 
related to UUSC’s major program and advocacy 
initiatives. 

·  Local reps and congregational leaders (especially 
ministers and social action chairs) can participate in 
UUSC’s monthly conference calls  for volunteers. 

What does UUSC mean for Unitarian Universalism?  
 

UUSC puts the principles of Unitarian Universalism into 
action through our human rights and social justice work in 
the U.S. and around the world. Our work upholds the 
inherent worth and dignity of every person; defends the 
right to participate in democratic processes; supports the 
goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice 
for all; and allows us to live our respect for the 
interdependent web of all existence through advocating 
for justice and solidarity with peoples from around the 
world. 

 
DENOMINATIONAL NEWS  

 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of North Bay  

WINE COUNTRY HOLIDAY 
 
The UU’s of Napa, California  proudly announce an 
addition to our successful Wine Country Excursion 

program which we have offered the past 3 years.   
 

In a year when overseas vacations are harder 
on the budget,  why not plan a trip here in 
America? There is so much to see and do in the 

Napa and Sonoma Valleys, e.g. wine education 
and tasting, art, history of the 
regions, gourmet dining, bicycling 
and hiking to explore the natural 

beauty of our hills and valleys 
and only an hour to 

San Francisco!   
 

Sites of particular interest include Jack London’s home; 
renowned and boutique wineries; numerous fine 
restaurants including the Culinary Institute of America; the 
diRosa Art and Nature Preserve; many museums and 
galleries; miles of bicycling and hiking trails, etc. 
 

We offer two choices:   Comfortable lodging in members’ 
homes with full breakfast (up to 3 nights), or lodging plus 
our renowned Wine Country Excursion 2-day tour 
package.  
 

In 2009 our program will run from April through October.  
Our fees for lodging are at least 25% below market rate 
(and include a scrumptious breakfast!) and tours are 
about 50% below commercial rates. All proceeds go to 
our small fellowship .  We have limited openings, so 
contact us now for details.  Tom Wilson (707.254-7443) 
or 2wilsons1dog@comcast.net.  We look forward to 
sharing our lovely “home” with you! 

 
 

Visit our “Camps, Conferences & Travel 
Opportunities” bulletin board located in the 
hallway to the left of the Minister’s Study for 
information and flyers. There are LOADS of 
opportunities posted there... Please take a 
copy of whatever interests you! 
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 “Aging to Sage-ing” Workshop, February 21 st 
Unity Church of North Easton, MA  

 

Unity Church will be holding and "Aging to Sage-ing" 
workshop on Saturday February 21st from 10am to 3pm at 
9 Main Street in North Easton, MA. Retired UU Minister 
Pat Hoertdoerfer will be presenting the program for 
people in the latter half of their lives.  The program was 
developed by Rabbi Zalman Schacther-Shalomi drawing 
on the wisdom of many of the world's religions.  It is 
designed to help people reflect on and learn from their 
experience, make peace with the past, and prepare to live 
out the rest of their lives with joy and connection.  There 
is a suggested donation of $20 to cover the costs of 
materials and Pat's honorarium.   
 

For more information visit www.unity-church.com    
To register send an email to office@unity-church.com    
or call the office at (603) 238-6373. 

 
17th Annual Rhode Island Men’s Gathering,  

Weekend Woodlands Retreat, February 20-22  
 

Join us for a weekend in the woodlands of the W. Alton 
Jones campus of URI. This weekend provides men from 
different walks of life a chance to reconnect, learn, and 
gain support from the company of other men. The 
weekend will include a balance of workshops and 
opportunities for spontaneous activities, conversations, 
music, recreation, and relaxation. 
 

Workshops are led by participants and have included 
such topics as Coping with Stress, Friendship and Trust, 
Divorce: Pain and Healing, Tai Chi, Poetry, Listening 
Skills, Singing and Chanting, Massage, Storytelling, and 
Fathers and Sons. Also included are group-building and 
trust activities, a sweat lodge, group games, drumming 
sessions, an afternoon hike, and a talent show. 
 

The gathering is for men 18 years and older, and is 
alcohol and drug free, offering a safe, non-competitive, 
trusting environment for men to learn, grieve, celebrate, 
and share insights on the male experience.  
 

Registration forms are available on the Travel 
Opportunities bulletin board near the Historical Ro om 
or go to the website: www.rimg.org    
Registration deadline is February 1, 2009. Registration 
fee is based on a sliding scale. 

 
International Convocation of UU Women  

February 26 - March 1, 2009 in Houston, TX  
  

Join the first-ever international meeting of UU women and 
the first time UU women have gathered nationally in 15 
years. Attend presentations, worship, workshops by 
several nationally and internationally known women, and 
great opportunities for networking and conversations. 
Over 400 women are currently registered. Registration is 
$350.00 per person (includes several meals).  
 

Scholarship applications, registration forms and 
other up-to-date information is available at 
www.icuuw.com  or call 1-877-424-5608.   

MURRAY NEWS & UPDATES  
 

 

 
Appreciative Inquiry – We Need YOU!  

 

The first week in February will be a very special week; it 
is when we will begin the Appreciative Inquiry process. 
The goal is to gather input from as many members and 
friends – no you do not have to be a member to 
participate – as possible.  Four ‘conversation’ times have 
been scheduled –  

·  Tuesday, February 3rd 7:30 to 9:30 PM 
·  Thursday, February 5th 10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon 
·  Thursday, February 5th 7:30 – 9:30 PM 
·  Saturday, February 7th 10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon 

We need a minimum of six participants for each 
‘conversation’ time. Sign-up sheets will be available at 
coffee hour, or contact the church office at 508-222-0505 
(email: Murray.ch@verizon.net). You only need to sign up 
once. 
 

Appreciative Inquiry is a process where we ask 
EVERYONE to share their stories and from that we, 
together, IMAGINE what could be.  Maybe your DREAM 
for Murray is more diversity, maybe it is a stronger and 
more organized Social Action Plan, and maybe it is to 
grow to the point of needing TWO Sunday Services. 
Whatever YOUR Dream for Murray, come and share it 
with your fellow Murray Church members and friends and 
TOGETHER we will IMAGINE THE POSSIBILITIES! 
 

Contact: Janet Richardi 
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Please mark your calendars for this date following an 
abbreviated coffee hour…A delicious, fun and rousing 
event is guaranteed.  In addition to the auction, individual 
chocolate goodies will be available for purchase.  
 

We are hoping for a similar outpouring of volunteers to 
work the auction and provide chocolatey treats for as was 
experienced last year. Thank you to everyone who has 
signed up. Please consider baking or donating your 
favorite chocolate treat. 
  

Thanks also to those who say "I can't bake but I'll 
bid." Bidders, and ultimately buyers, are the final 
ingredients to ensure a successful auction!   
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For those who have never experienced the 
auction, here's how it works.  Donated items 
will be prepared for auction in the kitchen 
beginning at 9:00.  Following the service, the 
delectable chocolate delights will be on 
display in the Unity Room prior to the 

auction.  Ingredients that are common 
allergens or avoided in particular diets will be 
identified.  Those wishing to participate will then 

need to sign up for a numbered bidding 
paddle. The auction will, hopefully, get 
underway by 11:30. Auctioneers will describe 
an item up for bid and runners will take it 
through the audience for a closer look. An 

auctioneer will suggest an opening bid to get 
things rolling. To bid just raise your paddle so 
your number is clearly visible.   At times, 

multiples of an item will be auctioned off 
simultaneously. When a final bid has been 
secured, clerks will record the selling price 
and bidding number for each item. Items will 
be tagged and set aside for pick up.  At the 
end of the auction, or before if you need to 

leave early, cashiers will collect payment and 
checkers will make sure you receive the item/s 

purchased. 
  

Hope to see you at the auction! What better way to say 
"I love you" than to support our cherished community?   
 
Contacts:  Barbara Clark and Diane Jones. 
  
 

 
 

DID YOU KNOW? Murray Church has 
extra parking space available at the medical 
office building located diagonally across 
from the church at 550 Main Street. If you 
arrive and cannot find a space here on the 

main lot, don't turn around and go back home! Please use 
this additional lot where you will surely be able to find a 
spot and park as close to the street as possible. Please 
be very careful crossing Main Street as you approach and 
exit from the church property. Thanks for your 
cooperation and we are glad you come to Murray Church! 
 
 

 

Music Corner  
 

Our choir is looking for a few 
more singers to lend their voices. 
Rehearsals are held on Thursday 
evenings at 7:30pm and Sunday 
mornings at 9am. Please contact 
Dennis Ferguson for further details. All are welcome to 
join. 
 
Special thanks to the Music Committee and Director 
of Music  for their lovely and lively worship service on 
January 25th, which featured songs from our newer 
hymnal “Singing the Journey.” 
 
The 9 th Annual Ballou Channing UUMN Music 

Conference will take place on March 7, 2009 from 
8:30am-2:30pm at Murray Church.  This event is for 
New England-based music directors, choir members, 
worship and music committee members, ministers, 
religious education directors, and all individuals interested 
in music in their church. Includes a worship service, 
presentations, classes and the popular choral repertoire 
"sing-through."  Workshop leaders include Jim Scott 
("Earth and Spirit Songbook"), Paul Cienniwa (Organ 
Rep), Kathy Rochon (Vocal Techniques), Ted Johnson 
(Gospel Piano), Jeannie Gagne, and Joanne Hammil 
(Children's Choirs).  Registration forms for participants 
will be distributed in early February.  
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Saturday, February 28, 2009 

7 - 8:30 pm in the Unity Room  
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Tickets $10 
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For more information or to reserve your 
tickets, Contact the Murray Church office at 

508-222-0505, or Stephanie Paquette  
 

Adults and high school students welcome. 
Babysitting for younger children provided. 

 

 

Church Improvements 101  

Hopefully by now you have seen the work that has been 
completed in the office wing restrooms.  If not we 
encourage you to take a look.  We hope you like the 
changes.  They are certainly an improvement over what 
was there. 
 

Is everything done?  You might ask.  Not quite yet.  There 
are still some things left to be completed.  The most 
obvious of these is the installation of new partitions.  
These will be installed as soon they are delivered. Other 
remaining work includes the installation of new windows, 
the new ventilation units and some miscellaneous work, 
which will be completed when we have a warm day. (We 
may have to wait a while for that.)  We will also be putting 
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up some new mirrors and shelves to complete the 
appearance.  
 

On a different note: We will be looking for some help with 
the “RE” garden either in late March or early April.  This 
work will be similar to what was done in the Memorial 
Garden and will require a very short-term commitment so 
pleased consider lending a hand.  More info on this to 
follow.  

                  BELOW: Men’s Room Demolition 

 

BELOW: Men’s Room Reconstruction 

 

 

 

Notes from the Murray Church Office  
 

Our office administrator, Dawn Casstevens, will be 
away on vacation from Friday, February 13 th through 
Monday, February 23 rd. Voicemail, email and mail will be 
checked regularly throughout the time period. The Rev. 
Sandra D. Fitz-Henry will continue to be available by 
appointment, phone and email. 
 

Our sexton, Larry Reilly maintains the building from 6:30-
9:30am during the week. Larry is available by cell phone 
(774-218-8922) whenever you have a building-related 
request or concern. Please contact Larry well in advance 
of any event or meeting which requires his assistance. He 
especially appreciates a written note, list or sketched map 
showing your set-up preferences. 
 

The next Universalist  submission deadline is Sunday, 
February 22 nd for inclusion in the March newsletter.  
Because this will be a shorter-than-normal publishing 
period, please submit your articles, announcements, 
meeting dates, and Joys & Concerns as early as 
possible. Timely submission of proofread articles helps 
the office save time and makes the newsletter as 
accurate and informative as possible for “U” readers. 
 

A note for Murray members and friends wishing to 
rent space…  Please contact the office as early as 
possible to rent space for personal or non-Murray related 
events. We can confirm if the room on your date is 
available, provide rates and a space use application, 
which is required for rental. 
 

If you have a key to the Murray building  and did not 
contact the office or Property Committee in the fall, 
please let us know ASAP. We’re still trying to track keys. 
Please tell us how many keys you have, and which doors 
they open. If you have keys that you no longer need, 
please return them to the office. Thank you for your help.  
 

 
 

Contacting Larry Reilly, Church Sexton  
 

Attention, please! For all matters where and when you 
need the help and services of our church Sexton,  
Larry Reilly (including information), please contact him 
directly rather than going through the church office  
and asking Dawn to contact him. This is a much more 
efficient method of communication and saves time  
and effort for our office administrator so she can better 
focus on her real duties within a very limited amount  
of hours each week.  
 

To contact Larry directly you can: call him on his cell 
phone (774-218-8922) and leave a voice mail message if 
necessary, leave a detailed note with your request on his 
desk, leave a detailed note with your request in his mail 
slot outside the church office, or if absolutely necessary 
send an e-mail to the church office and it will be printed 
out and placed on his desk at the next opportunity. Note 
that if your request is time sensitive, you should call him 
on his cell phone. Thank you all for following this direct 
contact procedure! 
 

Jim Richardi,  Governor of Property 
Adam Zysk,  Property Committee Chairperson 

 
 

 
 
 

 
If you are willing to donate a bag of 

bird food for the bird feeder 
(located in the Memorial Garden), 
please let Russet Morrow know.  

We're down to the last 
of the bird food. 
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FEBRUARY 2009 
Sunday Monday  Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
 

8:45 AM – JM 
Nominating Cmte 
 

9:00 AM Choir -Sanc  
 

10:00 AM  
Worship Service 
& Church School 
 

11:45 AM 
Book Group – JM 
 

7:30 PM  
Al-Anon – FH* 

2 
 

1:30 PM 
Gold Dusters 
Board Mtg – FH* 
 

7:00 PM 
Yoga / Med – JM 
 

7:15 PM 
RE Cmte – UR 
 

8:00 PM 
Pathways– FH* 

3 
 

7:30-9:30 PM 
Appreciative 
Inquiry 
Conversations 
 

4 
 

7:00 PM 
Parents of Teens 
Support Group 
– YGR 

5 
 

10:00 AM-Noon 
& 7:30-9:30 PM 
Appreciative 
Inquiry 
Conversations 
 

7:00 PM 
Philosophers’ 
Café – YGR 
 

7:30 PM 
Choir – Sanc 

6 
 

1:00 PM 
Caring 
Committee - JM 

7 
 

10:00 AM – JM 
Music Committee  
 

10:00 AM-Noon 
Appreciative 
Inquiry 
Conversations 
 

6:30PM – UR 
Murray RE 
Indoor Drive-In 
Movie Night 
Featuring: Wall-E 

8 
 

9:00 AM Choir -Sanc 
 

10:00 AM  
Worship Service 
& Church School 
 

11:30AM 
Chocolate Auction 
– UR 
 

7:30 PM  
Al-Anon – FH* 

9 
 

7:00 PM 
Yoga / Med – JM 
 

7:00 PM 
Knitting Grp– YGR 
 

8:00 PM 
Pathways– FH* 

10 
 

7:15 PM 
Board of 
Governors – JM 
 
 

11 
 

7:00 PM Circle of 
Spirits – UR 

12 
 

Lincoln’s B-day 
 

8:30 AM 
Office Admin 
Meeting, FUSF 
 

7:00 PM 
Teen Book Grp 
– UR 
 

7:30 PM 
Choir – Sanc 

13 
 

Office closed 
until 2/24/09 
(Voicemail and 
email will be 
checked) 
 

14 
 

Valentine’s Day 

15 
 

9:00 AM Choir -Sanc 
 

10:00 AM  
Worship Service 
& Church School 
 

7:30 PM  
Al-Anon – FH* 

16 
 

Presidents’ Day 
 

7:00 PM 
Yoga / Med – JM 
 

8:00 PM 
Pathways– FH* 

17 
 

1:00 PM 
BCD UUMA 
Inland Cluster  
– JM 
 

7:15 PM 
Deacons & 
Deaconesses-JM  
 

7:30 PM 
Finance Cmte  
– Little Rm 

18 
 

1:30 PM 
Gold Dusters 
Regular Mtg – FH* 

19  
 

7:00 PM 
Philosophers’ 
Café – YGR 
 

7:30 PM 
Choir – Sanc 

20 
 

7:00-8:30 PM 
Healing 
Resources for 
Depression  
– JM 

21 
 

 

22 
 

Washington’s 
Birthday 
 

9:00 AM Choir -Sanc 
 

10:00 AM  
Worship Service 
& Church School 
 

7:30 PM  
Al-Anon – FH* 
 

Universalist Article 
Deadline 

23 
 

7:00 PM 
Yoga / Med – JM 
 

7:00 PM 
Knitting Grp– YGR 
 

8:00 PM 
Pathways– FH* 

24 
 

7:00 PM  
Religious 
Services Cmte  
– JM 
 

 

25 
 

7:00 PM 
Board of Trustees 
– JM  
 

7:00 PM Collaging 
the Journey - YGR 
 

7:00 PM Circle of 
Spirits – UR 
 

7:30 PM 
Property Cmte – 
Little Rm 

26 
 

6:30 PM 
Winter Teen 
Movie Night 
“Disturbia” 
– YGR or UR 
 

7:00 PM 
Emergency 
Readiness Task 
Group – JM 
 

7:30 PM 
Choir – Sanc 

27 
 

 

28 
 

*No Soup Kitchen 
visit this Month 
 
7:00 PM 
Medieval Revelry 
Night featuring  
“River Heart” 
- UR 

March 1 
 

9:00 AM Choir -Sanc 
 

10:00 AM  
Worship Service 
& Church School 
 

11:45 AM 
Book Group – JM 
 

7:30 PM  
Al-Anon – FH* 

March 2 
 

1:30 PM 
Gold Dusters 
Board Mtg – FH* 
 

7:00 PM 
Yoga / Med – JM 
 

7:15 PM 
RE Cmte – UR 
 

8:00 PM 
Pathways– FH* 

March 3 
 
 

March 4 
 

7:00 PM 
Parents of Teens 
Support Group 
– YGR 
 

7:00 PM Collaging 
the Journey - UR 

March 5 
 

7:00 PM 
Philosophers’ 
Café – YGR  
 

7:30 PM 
Choir – Sanc 
 

March 6 
 

 

March 7 
 

8:30 AM-2:30 PM 
BCD Music 
Conference held 
at Murray Church 
 

6:30 PM 
Murray RE Night: 
March Madness 
– FH  

Abbreviation Codes  
* = non-church activity – renter; RE = Religious Ed ucation; BCD = Ballou Channing District;  

UUA = Unitarian Universalist Association; JM = John  Murray Room; FH = Fellowship Hall; UR = Unity Room ;  
YGR = Youth Group Room; N = Nursery; HR = Historica l Room; Office = Church Office;  

Study = Minister’s Office; Sanc = Sanctuary �
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Mark Your Calendar  
 

Sunday, February 1 st 

1st Sunday Book Group, 11:45am in 
the John Murray Room 

 

Saturday, February 7 th 

Indoor Drive-In Movie Night featuring 
“Wall-E,” 6:30pm in the Unity Room 

 

Sunday, February 8 th 

Chocolate Auction at coffee hour 
 

Sunday, February 22 nd 

Religious Services Sunday,  
Service led by Jeremiah Falvey 

 

Wednesday, February 25 th  
“Collaging the Journey” Workshop 
7:00pm in the Purple Chat Room 

 

Thursday, February 26 th  
Winter Teen Movie Night featuring 

“Disturbia,” 6:30pm, Purple Chat Rm. 
 

Saturday, February 28 th 

Medieval Revelry, featuring music 
and storytelling with “River Heart” 

 7:00pm in the Unity Room 

“I prefer winter and fall, when you feel the bone structure of the 
landscape - the loneliness of it, the dead feeling of winter.  
Something waits beneath it, the whole story doesn't show.” 
 

                                                                   ~Andrew Wyeth 
July 12, 1917 - January 16, 2009 

 


