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WORSHIP SERVICES 
 
1/3       “Reconfiguring”   
              The Rev. Sandra D. Fitz-Henry 

 
1/10     “All Will Be Well”  
              The Rev. Sandra D. Fitz-Henry 

 
1/17     “Justice” 
              The Rev. Sandra D. Fitz-Henry 

 
1/24     “Preaching from the Choir” 
              Music Committee 

 
1/31     “Things Unsaid” 
              The Rev. Sandra D. Fitz-Henry 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The next Universalist  deadline is 
Sunday, January 24, 2010. 

FROM THE MINISTER 
 

“The meaning of a life is not contained within one act, or one day, or one 
year. As long as you are alive the story of your life is still being told, and 
the meaning is still open. As long as there is life in the world, the story of 
the world is still being told.  What is done is done, but nothing is settled.” 
  

Robert R. Walsh 

 
It’s hard to believe.  The Christmas Pageant that was to be, wasn’t. 
Instead we got the great white Blizzard of 2009.  That’s a first!  We’ve 
been snowed out before and after, but never on the Sunday of the 
Pageant; confirming that wise old saying that “life is what happens while 
you’re making other plans.”  So it seems.  There is something unsettling 
about no pageant.  It’s been part of the rhythm of the December 
calendar.  And yet time rolls on …. Pageant or no.  
 
As we approach the end of this year and get ready to turn the corner into 
a new year I am remembering that but one short year ago, at this same 
time, we were anticipating the inauguration of our new President. And 
now, one year into his Presidency, so much is in the midst of happening. 
Consequential decisions have been made; critical issues hotly debated. 
We are no longer in the time of pristine visions and untried promises, but 
launched into the midst of the long and arduous work of trying to turn 
visions into realities. It is slow, humbling and frustrating. Democracy is 
such hard work!  
 
In this post Christmas season folks often think about what they might like 
to change about their lives in the New Year. Maybe make a few 
resolutions?  Easier said than done, as that old saying goes. It’s tempting 
to imagine that if we make the resolution, it will take care of itself.   
 
We forget that a resolution takes resolve. It takes willingness to fail and 
fail again. Change -- any change of direction, change of habit, change of 
plan -- takes time. It takes trying over and over again. It is not easy to 
turn visions into realities; it is slow, humbling and frustrating. 
 
I recently received the gift of a GPS. I’ve only been using it for a month 
or so but there is something about it that especially delights me. It’s this:  
the voice that “speaks” to you is so darn positive! Never a ruffled feather 
or a hint of irritation.  The steady voice never runs out of new plans to get 
you back on track. No matter how many wrong turns you make, no 
matter how many times you drive past the designated turn, the GPS 
soldiers on. It pauses and is “recalculating,” finding new ways for you to 
get to some destination.   
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
We are an active congregation who 

come together in fellowship to maintain 
an environment that promotes spiritual 

growth for individuals and families  
and affirms diversity of belief. 

 

We reach out in a caring way within 
our church and beyond with a 

commitment 
to build a more loving community. 

 

 



There are times, I admit, that the Unitarian Universalist in 
me chooses to question, challenge and even, yes, 
disobey its directions. But until it is turned off, it will 
continue persistently to endeavor to bring you back to 
your intended destination.  
 
In our lives, of course, we are sometimes unclear about 
our desired destination, or we change plans mid-way -- 
something “the GPS voice”. wouldn’t  know how to deal 
with. So the metaphor doesn’t really work when applied to 
life journeys?  Well, yes and no.  It’s not the same, but 
aren’t there some “voices” that continue to “speak,” with 
steady, unruffled reassurance, no matter how many 
changes we throw at them?  
 
It is, in a way, what Robbie Walsh is suggesting in the 
quote above. That no matter how many wrong turns, or 
missed turns, or all out wrong directions you’ve taken, 
that, ” As long as you are alive the story of your life is still 
being told. And the meaning is still open…. What is done 
is done, but nothing is settled.”   We are constantly re-
calculating!  
 
“And if nothing is settled, then everything matters. Every 
choice, every act in the new year matters. Every word, 
every deed is making the meaning of your life and telling 
the story of the world. Everything matters in the year 
coming, and more important, everything matters today.”   
 
These are exciting times in our country and at Murray 
Church.  Perhaps new directions and changes are 
becoming you, too.  In the midst of inevitable missed 
turns and mistakes, may the New Year be full of making 
real in the world the vision of peace, goodwill and love 
among all humankind that is the Christmas message. 
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The Work of Christmas 
 
When the song of angels is stilled, 
When the star in the sky is gone, 
When the kings and princes are home, 
When the shepherds are back with their flock, 
 

The work of Christmas begins: 
to find the lost, 
to heal the broken, 
to feed the hungry, 
to release the prisoner, 
to rebuild the nations, 
to bring peace among [all], 
to make music in the heart. 

 
Howard Thurman 

 

FROM THE RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION DIRECTOR 

 

“While I relish our warm months, winter forms our 
character and brings out our best.” 

 

~Thomas H. Allen 
 
With over a foot of snow on the ground, this turned out to 
be the year of the “Un-Pageant.” The Blizzard of ’09 
resulted in the cancellation of our annual intergenera-
tional service. Even though we weren’t able to enjoy the 
pageant, story, and songs, there are still a number of 
people I would like to thank. Claire Kenney worked with 
me on Friday afternoon to prepare the costumes and 
props. Bev Hall made a gorgeous new Wise Man 
costume to replace the one that disappeared several 
years ago. Six-month old Sabrina Guiliano, daughter of 
Chris and Kristina Giuliano had been cast as this year’s 
Baby Jesus. High school students Isabel Samuel and 
Mason MacDonald had volunteered to play the roles of 
Mary and Joseph. Lee Casstevens had been rehearsing 
the important role of innkeeper. Three of our middle 
school aged youth, Jessica MacDonald, Gabby Millard, 
and Christopher Negus had been practicing their roles as 
this year’s pageant narrators. 
 
The week prior to the pageant, a number of Murray 
Children drew pictures depicting their interpretations of 
Christmas and Hanukkah. The wonderful drawings were 
used on last week’s Order of Service covers. 
Unfortunately, you did not get to see them…until today. 
The children’s artwork is featured on page 4. The printed 
covers are also posted on the RE bulletin board across 
from the office. Thank you to Dawn Casstevens who 
scanned all of the pictures to create over a dozen original 
covers. The young Murray artists were: Katelynn Brien, 
Lee Casstevens, Rhys Casstevens, Zachary Dumont, Liv 
DeSimone, Logan DeSimone, Clara Giuliano, Spencer 
Giuliano, Holland Jackson, Kenneth Laferriere, Shannon 
Lieberman, Danielle MacDonald, Gabby Millard and 
Sarah Zysk. 
 
Many, many adults and youth assisted with the enjoyable 
Religious Education programming during Intersession.  
During the first week of intersession the children made 
ornaments for our Toys for Tots drive. Thank you to Dawn 
Casstevens for the design, materials, and project 
preparation. Thanks to Mike Casstevens for leading 
Youth Worship and the ornament project on the Sunday I 
was away from church.  During the second week, the 
children made Yule logs, enjoyed a Yule fire, and quietly 
reflected during a walk through the Advent spiral.  Special 
thanks to Rachel Killion who cut more than three dozen 
small logs for the children, Adam Zysk who kept the fire 
burning, and Rick Millard who constructed the Advent 
spiral and led the children through the spiral. During the 
third week of Intersession the children learned about 
Hanukkah traditions. The children heard a story about 
Hanukkah, made menorahs and learned to play the 
dreidel game. They also watched a short video about the 
history of Hanukkah. Thank you to John MacDonald who 
taught the children the dreidel game, Bev Hall who 
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supervised the making of the menorahs, Cathleen 
DeSimone for selecting and reading the Hanukkah story, 
and Linda Millard for supervising the separate video 
room. During the remaining weeks of Intersession, the 
children will play games together on December 27th and 
on January 3rd the children will join together for a festive 
celebration of the new year and the new decade.  Regular 
Sunday school classes will resume on January 10th.   
 
Thank you to everyone who donated to our Toys for Tots 
toy drive this year.  Dozens of toys were collected.  Thank 
you to Robert Loggains for delivering dozens of toys to 
the local Toys for Tots drop-off center. 
 
The next Murray Night is one of the most popular events 
of the church year—the Indoor Drive-In Movie Night on 
Saturday evening, January 30th in the Unity Room.  We 
will be showing the popular, PG-rated, family film, Up.  
The fun begins at 6:30 sharp.  Be sure to arrive a few 
minutes early to select the best “car.”  Bring along pillows 
and sleeping bags.  Children are welcome to wear 
pajamas.  Please bring along a snack to share and a 
donation for the Murray Church Food Pantry.   
 
A Winter Teen Movie Night will be held on the fourth 
Thursday of the month during January, February, and 
March.  The movie will begin at 6:30 in the Unity Room.  
A brief discussion will follow the movie.  The cost for 
pizza and beverages is $5 per person. Please bring along 
snacks to share and a donation for the food pantry.  
January’s movie will be the modern classic, Back to the 
Future. 
 
The Teen Book Group will be discussing Testimony 
during their next meeting on Thursday evening, January 
14th at 7 p.m. in the Unity Room.  Philosophers’ Café, a 
discussion group for teens, will resume on Thursday 
evening, January 7th at 7 p.m. in the Purple Chat Room. 
 
Children should have easy access to their coats during 
the winter months.  Occasionally, classes go outside for a 
nature walk or play an outdoor game or even make snow 
angels.  In the event of a fire drill or a real emergency, it 
is important that children have their coats easily 
accessible.  Please be sure that your children take their 
coats to class or hang them outside their classrooms in 
the RE wing.   

Happy New Year! 
Nan Loggains 

 
 

Pictured  
at Left:  
Adam Zysk 
tending the fire 
as Murray 
Youth add their 
decorated Yule 
Logs in mid-
December. 

Evening Youth Activities this Month: 
 

����

Philosophers’ Café 
����

A Discussion Group for 
High School Aged Youth…  
Join Us on January 7 th and 

23rd from 7 to 8:30 p.m.  
in the Purple Chat Room 

 

*We meet on the 1st & 3rd 
Thursdays of the month. 

 
 

TEEN Book 
Group 

 

Will discuss Testimony  
by Anita Shreve 

Thursday, January 14th 
in the Unity Room  
from 7–8:30 PM 

 

 
 

TEEN Movie 
Night 

FEATURING: 

“Back to the Future” 
Thursday, January 

28th 
6:30 p.m.  

in the Unity Room 
$5 for Pizza and Beverages 
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Murray Church  
Indoor Drive-

In Movie 
Night 

 
FEATURING:  

“UP” 
Saturday, January 

30th 
6:30 p.m.  

in the Unity Room 
 

*Please Bring a Snack to Share and a 
Donation for the  

Food Pantry 
 

 
 

 

           
                   Drawn by Sarah Z.                            Drawn by Gabby M. 
 

      
                  Drawn by Clara G.                               Drawn by Spencer G. 
 

    
       Drawn by Logan D.                                   Drawn by Lee C. 
 

             
       Drawn by Zachary D.                               Drawn by Shannon L. 
 
 
 
 

      
       Drawn by Holland J.                           Drawn by Kenneth L. 
 

        
           Drawn by Lee C.                             Drawn by Katelynn B. 
 

 

Order of Service Cover Art Drawn by Murray Youth  
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       Drawn by Danielle M.                            Drawn by Logan D. 
 

          
             Drawn by Liv D.                               Drawn by Rhys C. 
              

ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION,  
GROUPS & ACTIVITIES 

 
 
 

������ ������ ����	�
���� �
On Sunday, January 10 (please 
note this is the second Sunday in 
January), we will be discussing 
Replay by Ken Grimwood. The 
possibility of traveling back in time to 
relive one's life has long fascinated 
science fiction writers. Without a 
single gesture toward an explanation, 
this mainstream novel recounts the 
story of a man and a woman 
mysteriously given the ability to live 
their lives over. Each dies in 1988 only to awaken as a 
teenager in 1963 with adult knowledge and wisdom intact 
and the ability to make a new set of choices. Different 
spouses, lovers, children, careers, await them in each go-
round of the past 25 years, as well as slightly altered 
versions of world events. Their deep commitment to one 
another continues through the centuries of their many 
lifetimes. This delightful and completely engrossing story 
will appeal to a wide variety of readers. Lunch is $5. 
Everyone is welcome. 

On Sunday, February 7, from 11:45 

– 1:00, we will be discussing Plainsong by Kent Haruf.  
The New York Times Book Review called this novel “So 
foursquare, so delicate and lovely … it has the power to 
exalt the reader.”  The elements are simple – a small 
town in Colorado, a high school teacher raising two boys 
alone, a pregnant high school girl, a couple of crusty 
bachelor farmers. It is a compelling and compassionate 
novel in which the author reveals a whole community as 
he interweaves these lives.  

 
PARENTS OF TEENS SUPPORT GROUP 
Meets on Wednesday, January 6 th from 7 to 8:30pm in 
the Youth Group Room (Purple Chat Room).  New 
members are always welcome. We meet on the first 
Wednesday evening of each month. For more 
information, please contact Barbara Clark. 

 
YOGA & MEDITATION GROUP  

We meet on Monday evenings from 7:00-8:30 in the 
John Murray Room. Our current routine is an hour 
of yoga using the Kripalu Center's Gentle Yoga DVD 
followed by a 20-minute meditation.  If you'd like to join 
us, wear comfortable clothes and bring a yoga mat or 
towel/blanket to sit on.  For meditation, bring a yoga 
cushion/stool, or you can meditate sitting on the sofa or a 
chair. Newcomers are welcome.  
Contact:  Karla Bassler or Barbara Clark 
HEALING RESOURCES FOR DEPRESSION 
We will meet on Friday, January 15 th from 7:00 to 
8:30PM in the John Murray Room. The group is open to 
members and friends of the Church and is confidential 
and supportive. Each month we have a focus for 
discussion and sharing. Newcomers are welcome. 

Contact person:  Gretchen Robinson 

 
MURRAY KNITTERS 
The Murray Knitters who have been meeting regularly for 
several years, have decided to temporarily disband.  It is 
our expectation to begin again next September to create 
items for the Fair craft room. 

 
 

FEBRUARY ADVANCE ALERT : 
THE IDEAS EXCHANGE RETURNS  

 
Beginning on Wednesday 
Evening, February 3rd, the 
Ideas Exchange will 
resume.  Some of you 
participated last spring in 
this gathering to exchange 
ideas and perspectives 
focused around a specific 
question or theme.  
 
Last year our opening 
question was “Is it ever wrong to do the right thing?” the 
question in last year’s philosophy competition,  the Great 
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American Think Off.  I thought it would be interesting to 
begin again with their 2010 question – which will not be 
revealed until January 1, 2010. So, stay tuned! The group 
meets from 7:00- 8:30 in the John Murray Room, 
February 3, February 17, March 3. Everyone is welcome. 
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ADVOCACY & SERVICE  
 

 
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST SERVICE COMMITTEE UPDATE  
 

UUSC December Conference Call: 
Rebuilding Lives in Uganda  

 

Nineteen years of brutal war have left physical and 
emotional scars in northern Uganda. People fled from 
their homes, their children were kidnapped and forced to 
be soldiers, and many were killed. How can people return 
home after so many years? UUSC worked with partner 
Caritas Gulu to help community members identify what 
they had lost and what they needed to rebuild. This 
community dialogue led to four areas in which UUSC is 
working to help people rebuild their lives. First, they 
asked for traditional cleansing ceremonies to lay to rest 
the people who were killed in the conflict. Next, there is a 
need for homes to be rebuilt. UUSC funded dance and 
music groups for youth in exchange for their labor in 
building homes for those who are elderly or otherwise 
unable to build themselves. The youth have created 
traditional songs and dances about returning home, and 
are regularly featured on local radio. Another need is 
oxen, to help people plow their fields, which are 
overgrown after so much time (especially needed for 
households headed by children, single mothers and the 

elderly.) They are sharing oxen, which helps bring 
together a community torn apart by war. UUSC is raising 
funds to buy oxen through our special holiday Oxen 
Project. Finally, UUSC is working with MIT researchers to 
help people develop their own technologies in order to 
earn income, with work such as making charcoal, nut 
shellers etc. These projects have given hope to a people 
scarred by years of war.  To hear a recording of this 
recent national conference call, go to 
http://www.uusc.org/conference_calls and download the 
December 2009 MP3 file.  
 
Trouble finding that perfect holiday gift, or 
considering an end of year charitable contribution?   
The gift of membership in the Unitarian Universalist 
Service Committee (UUSC) carries your generosity so 
much further by touching the lives of those served by 
UUSC and its partners. Your friend or loved one will know 
that they are part of this global movement for social 
justice.  Visit www.uusc.org. Individual annual 
membership is just $40. Youth and student memberships 
are just $10.  Donations over $100 are eligible for 
matching by the UU Congregation of Shelter Rock.   
Join UUSC today!  Your tax-deductible donation includes 
a bonus benefit of 10% discount to the Beacon Press 
bookstore online orders.  Happy Holidays, and many 
thanks for your support. 
 

~Submitted by Lauralyn Smith, UUSC Representative 
  

 
 

UUSC COFFEE PROJECT  
Join the Banana Revolution  

 
Equal Exchange and 
Oké USA, the only 
100% Fair Trade 
banana company in 
the United States 
sourcing exclusively 
from small farmer co-
operatives, have 
joined forces to 
revolutionize the 
banana industry and 
make fairly traded, 
organic, small-scale 
farmer bananas available to consumers. Equal Exchange 
is a part owner of Oké USA, launched in 2006. Oké USA 
bananas now carry the red Equal Exchange logo sticker.  
 
The bananas are from a small farmer co-operative in 
Ecuador called El Guabo. After a recent visit, Phyllis 
Robinson, Educations and Campaigns Coordinator for 
Equal Exchange, discovered how, "In the three regions 
where El Guabo is operating, the members have voted to 
spend 80% of the Fair Trade premium they receive ($1 
per box) for the sale of their bananas on community 
medical clinics, teachers, and a school for autistic 
children. Last year, the Association designated $1.8 
million for social projects to benefit the wider community."  
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Read Join the Banana Revolution to learn about El 
Guabo and how by purchasing Equal Exchange bananas 
you become part of making a stand against a long history 
of violence and oppression in the banana industry. As Joe 
Riemann, Equal Exchange worker-owner and banana 
guy, states, "The 'cheap' price that is often celebrated for 
this grocery staple is in reality subsidized at the expense 
of social, environmental and financial well-being of 
farmers and their surrounding communities throughout 
the world. With only 5 companies controlling roughly 90% 
of the entire banana market, it only makes sense that we 
stepped in to offer an authentic alternative. Equal 
Exchange is the only company in the U.S. that 
guarantees a high quality, small farmer banana 
committed to structural change and empowerment of 
workers and farmers in every bunch."  
 
Currently Equal Exchange bananas can be found in some 
grocery stores, natural foods stores and co-ops in the 
Northeast, Mid-Atlantic, and parts of the Mid-West. 
Bradley Russell of Oké USA explains that "Fair Trade 
bananas are still in their infancy, like coffee was 20 years 
ago. So, we rely on committed consumers to show stores 
that Fair Trade produce is important." If you cannot find 
Equal Exchange bananas, ask your local grocery store to 
carry them.  
 
Visit www.beyondthepeel.com for more information.   

Fair Trade matters!    ~Liz Lamoureux 
 

 
 

FOOD PANTRY UPDATE 
The food pantry provides bags of non-perishable 

groceries to local community members in need on  
Monday and Thursday mornings from 9:30-11:30am.  

 
Thank you for your generous donations over the fall  
and winter holiday season and all throughout the 
year. Our clients are very appreciative of the food Murray 
Church provides. At this time, the shelves are almost bare 
of tuna fish or other canned meats, fruit, fruit juice, and 
toilet paper. We can also always use hearty soups, stews 
and Parmalat milk. Please hold off on donating bags for 
now – we have enough. Please leave your donations in 
the front foyer or in the box near the food storage room 
near the RE office. Thank you again for your support. 

 

 
 

The Green Reel: Films for Sustainable Living  
 

Five Sunday Evenings this Winter: 
Jan 10, Jan 24, Feb 7, Feb 21, March 7 

 

The Green Reel presents a series of films that depict the 
challenges to sustainable living, and provide some real-
life examples of how individuals are opting for green 
solutions in their everyday lives. 
 

Time:  7:00 pm 
Location:  Agudas Achim, 901 N. Main Street, Attleboro 
 

For film listings and descriptions, see 
http://greentenmile.ning.com/page/2010-green-reel-film-

series. For more information, contact Greg Wehmeyer.  
 

The first film, shown on Jan. 10 th , will be "Food Inc.,"  
in which Filmmaker Robert Kenner lifts the veil on our 
nation's food industry, exposing the highly mechanized 
underbelly that has been hidden from the American 
consumer with the consent of our government's 
regulatory agencies, USDA and FDA. Our nation's food 
supply is now controlled by a handful of corporations that 
often put profit ahead of consumer health, the livelihood 
of the American farmer, the safety of workers and our 
own environment (2008). 

 
 

UU-UNO Blog from Copenhagen  
 
Dr. Jan Dash, an environmental physicist and a Unitarian 
Universalist United Nations Organization (UU-UNO) 
Board member, is on the Board of the UN’s Committee on 
Sustainable Development, for which he wrote a statement 
on climate change that was adopted in November as 
official policy of the UN’s Conference of Non-
Governmental Organizations. The conference includes all 
3,052 NGOs in consultative status at the UN. From 
thence the statement was distributed to NGOs worldwide 
and, as is reported below, delivered at the UN 
Copenhagen Conference on Climate Change.  
 
Jan Dash is reporting his experiences in Copenhagen via 
a blog located at the UU-UNO’s climate change portal.  
VISIT: http://www.trunity.net/uuuno/blogs/view/141999/  
 

DENOMINATIONAL NEWS  
 

 

Four Congregation Learning Opportunities, 
Winter 2010, Ballou Channing District  

 

There will be four workshops offered during winter that 
will look at issues of interest to congregation leaders: 
 
Growing Stewardship and Generosity in Our 
Congregations - Saturday, January 30, 2010  from 
9:30am to 3:30pm at the Unitarian Church of Barnstable, 
3330 Main Street, Barnstable, MA. This workshop, lead 
by Laurel Amabile, Director of the UUA Annual Program 
fund, for individuals involved in congregation fund raising 
will provide participants with strategies for effective, year-
round stewardship and fund-raising programs and 
experiential learning through role playing and small group 
discussions.  Registration fee is $10.00.  Registration 
information will be sent office in early January. 
 
Don't Hit Back: Responses to Button-Pushing 
Behaviors - Saturday, February 6, 2010 from 9:30am to 
12:30pm at First Parish Unitarian Universalist Canton, 
1508 Washington Street, Canton, MA. This workshop will 
look at how congregations can handle behavior that 
blocks progress, that hurts others, or escalates conflict, 
while still valuing freedom and the inherent worth and 
dignity of everyone.  The Rev. Dr. Ken Reeves, a clinical 
psychologist and UU minister, will offer some theoretical 
understandings of difficult behavior and theories, strate-
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gies, and tactics for handling such behavior.  Registration 
will be $20 per person or 3 for $50.  Registration 
information will be sent office in early January. 
 
Walking the Talk:  Engaging a Congregation in Socia l 
Justice Work - Saturday, February 27, 2010  from 
9:30am to 4:30pm at Channing Memorial Church 
Newport, 135 Pelham Street, Newport, RI. With UU 
minister and author Rev. Dr. Richard Gilbert, participants 
will explore the spiritual roots of social action, a 
perspective on the unique UU mission, organizational 
tools for a congregation and a practicum on planning for 
change.   Registration is $20.  Registration information 
will be sent office in early January. 
 
Thinking Outside the Pulpit: Beyond the Hymn - 
Sermon Sandwich Service -  Saturday, March 6, 2010                                       
from 9:30am to 12:30pm at All Souls Church, Braintree, 
196 Elm Street, Braintree, MA. The Rev. Dr. Judith 
Campbell, poet and UU parish and community minister 
with advance degree study in spirituality and the arts, will 
discuss and work with participants to look at/explore 
opportunities to expand and enhance the liberal religious 
"worship" experience in traditional and non-traditional 
settings; explore ways of involving more members of the 
congregation in "worship"; consider possibilities for 
multigenerational worship experiences; create a worship 
experience that will attract those people for whom 
traditional "church" is a turn-off.  Registration will be $20 
per person or 3 for $50.  Registration information will be 
at congregation offices by January 8. 
 

 

MURRAY NEWS & UPDATES  
 

 

Notes from the Moderator  
 

Our December 20, 2009 snowstorm forced 
our church closing. After consulting with 

various people Sandra and I made the 
decision. Pageant Sunday is special and we 

will all miss it. Hopefully the beautiful winter wonderland 
we awoke to Sunday morning helped to cheer any 
disappointed pageant performers. 
Our Board of Governors met Dec. 8th. We continue to 
review various property issues. Our construction work on 
the R.E. wing wall is completed. Our Emergency 
Response committee has begun meeting this month. The 
Soup Kitchen has seen an increase in volunteers since 
Mary Basilone’s request to the congregation for more 
help. Our food pantry has had an increase in visitors. 
I would like to thank all of you for the many roles you play 
in the workings of Murray Church. Volunteers are our 
backbone. I hope you feel appreciated and enjoy what 
you are doing for our church.  
I will not be with you Christmas Eve. My family has had a 
long standing tradition of getting together that evening. 
Jim Richardi, our Vice-Moderator will give the welcome. I 
wish you all a healthy and happy holiday season and New 
Year.   
 

~Donna Palmer, Moderator 
 

 
 

Save the Date for Brunch:  
Sunday, January 24th 

 
The Finance Committee's Annual Fantastic 
Fundraising Brunch will be held after church on 
Sunday, January 24, at 11:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hal l. 
It’s a delicious and affordable way to enjoy a meal with 
friends and support Murray Church! Please see Diane 
Jones or Lucia Field for advance reservations, or simply 
come and join us on the 24th. Proceeds from the brunch 
will benefit Murray's operating budget. 
 

 
 

Soup Sale, January 10 th 
 

A delicious soup sale is planned for 
Sunday, Jan. 10th. We need 
soup makers and soup 
buyers. We would enjoy a mix 
of offerings from the soup 
cookbook, as well as some 
untried ones. Containers are 
provided in the kitchen, to the left 
of the ovens. Please contact 
Cynthia Eddy, Peggy Dixon or David 
Sumner  if you have any questions.  
 

 
 
 

 

    
SNOW CANCELLATION INFORMATION 

 
In the event that a Sunday Service is cancelled... 

 
WBZ-TV News  will air cancellations during WBZ 

MorningNews at 5am, during the local news and during 
the CBS The Early Show program. Also, check the 

Providence TV stations, Channels 10 and 12. 
 

WBZ NewsRadio 1030AM  will read the list of 
cancellations twice per hour (at :05 and :35 past) during 

StormCenter Operation. Or visit the WBZ website at 
www.wbz.com or WBZTV.com Click on "StormCenter" �  

then, go to "Religious" listings 
 

NBC News  will not display closings on-air, but they will 
now only be shown on their website, not on TV:   

www.whdh.com  
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ADULT ACTIVITIES  
 

Happy New Year to All! 
Tradition reigned at the annual Holiday Potluck and 
Yankee Swap on December 12. While a Yule log blazed 
in the Unity Room fireplace, we all enjoyed homemade 
salad, casseroles, and desserts on church china. Young 
and old took part in the Yankee Swap, which was 
followed by a little horse trading. Barb and Charlie went 
home with a horned Norse helmet, redolent of Wagnerian 
opera, that magically appears as a gift each year. 
 
COMING EVENTS: 
Speaking of opera… 
Mozart's Cosi Fan Tutte OR La Scuola Degli Amanti 
(The School for Lovers) 
Sun. Feb. 21, 2:00pm 
On a wager with a mutual friend, two young officers 
pretend to go off to war, only to return in disguise to woo 
the other one’s sweetheart.  If by the end of 24 hours, 
neither woman has broken her engagement, the men will 
have won their bet. This 
beloved comic opera, first 
performed in Vienna in 1790, 
will be performed by the 
Boston University Opera 
Institute in the historic BU 
Theater, just around the 
corner from Symphony Hall. 
The singing, acting, music, 
sets, and costumes of 
Institute productions are 
always striking, and so is the 
price:  $20 per person, $15 
for students/seniors/WGBH 
members.    Sign up by Jan. 
17 at coffee hour or send a check payable to Barbara 
Clark, 20 Fourth St., Attleboro, MA 02703.  
 
Future Events - Dates to be determined 
·  Dinner at Bistro 45, a restaurant in North Attleboro 
·  Ceili is a Gaelic (Irish) word that means party; 

specifically one with live music, dancing, or general 
merriment.  In this case it's one with live music 
provided or enjoyed by those who attend.  If you play 
a musical folk instrument, e.g., guitar, fiddle, banjo, 
concertina, tin whistle, spoons, washboard, etc., 
and/or like to sing along in an informal group this 
might be for you.  We were also thinking of starting off 
the ceili with a potluck.   

If you are interested in one or both of these activities, or 
have suggestions for others, please contact Barbara or 
Charlie at 508-222-6164 or email barbjclark@gmail.com.   
 

 
 

Missing:  4 ft. fiberglass table with beige top. If you 
have borrowed it from the church or know where it 
is, please contact our sexton, Larry Reilly, or send a 
note to the church office. 
 

 
 

Music Corner  
 
We had copious amounts of 
musical participation during 
the month of December, 
despite any weather-driven 
threats and cancellations. 
Many thanks go to soloists 
and ensembles that added 
their talents to choral and congregational music making! 
  
After playing a gig at “my second church” in Natick, I am 
back to work on the Murray musical scene as 
preparations for the rest of the winter season continue. 
One of the coming high points will be the “religious 
services” Sunday on the 24th of January. Plans from the 
music committee are nearing completion for what 
promises to be an exciting service with an abundance of 
music.  
 
February will most certainly see the return of some Joplin 
postludes. There are still several that have yet to be 
played in Murray. Working on those “premiers” began 
around the Christmas break.  
 
Here’s to having a musically interesting New Year! 
 

~Dennis E. Ferguson, Director of Music 
 
 

���  Get Involved in Music at Murray  ���  
 

Are you interested in the music program at Murray but do 
not have time to commit to monthly meetings or every 
event during the year? Have ideas or feedback you want 
to share? All are welcome to come to a Music Committee 
meeting or get in touch with Mary Whelan or Allison 
MacDonald.  
 

 
 

Join the Music Committee for a Special 
Sunday Service on January 24, 

"Preaching from the Choir"  
 

"Preaching from the Choir." This service will highlight our 
Murray Choir as well as what the choir means spiritually 
to the congregation. The Music committee has previously 
presented many services highlighting different types of 
music and the spirituality associated with the composer or 
type of music. This January, we will be highlighting the 
spirituality of the choir, what the congregation seeks 
spiritually from the choir as well as what the choir 
members gain spiritually from being involved with choir. 
This will be conveyed musically as well as with the 
spoken word. We look forward to your input which will be 
shared during the service and your musical voices! 
Please come join us on January 24 to hear "Preaching 
from the Choir". We look forward to seeing and hearing 
you all! 
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MURRAY MUSIC SURVEY 

 

The Music Committee seeks your help in developing 
our current music program. We invite you to take part 
in this survey, which will help us establish priorities and 
get to know you better. Please answer the questions 
below and return the survey to Murray Church. 
 
1. Do you play a musical instrument?   
       NO_____   YES _____   
 

What instrument? ____________________ 
 

Would you play as a soloist, or play in a duet or group 
with others in a service? NO ____  YES ____ 

                  
2. Would you like to sing in the choir?   
       NO____      YES ____     
(Choir  rehearsals are not mandatory; come when you 
can or even just on Sundays at 9 a.m.)                                                                                                                                                                  
 

Would you sing as a soloist?  NO ____  YES ____ 
 
3. Do you have children who play an instrument or who 
would sing in the choir?  
Age(s) __________________________ 
 

Would sing in a youth choir? NO ____  YES____ 
 

Play what instrument(s)?  _________________________ 
 

______________________________________________ 
 
4. Would you like to participate in a music-related project?   
       NO _____    YES _____ 
        
How does the music in the service affect you personally 
and/or spiritually? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Suggestions and comments for the Music Committee: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Name (optional) ______________________________    
Email address  
___________________________________________ 
 
Please leave the survey in the Music Committee 

box at the back of the sanctuary or in the 
mailbox outside the Murray Church office.   

 

*From Jan. 2010 Universalist Newsletter 
 

 

 

HONORING GIFTS 
 

If you’d like a unique way to publicly mark 
an anniversary, a special event, 
memorial date, birthday, with a donation 
to our church, simply fill out an Honoring 
Gift Form and turn it into the office with 

your check attached. Later, the honoree and reason for 
your tribute will be listed in the newsletter. Gifts of any 
amount are welcomed, they are tax-deductible, and you 
may specify your preference for how it will be spent. To 
participate, please contact the church office (508-
2220505, Murray.ch@verizon.net)  or visit our website at 
www.murrayuuchurch.org to print an Honoring Gift Form. 
 

 
 

Thanks to the Memorial Garden 
Committee  for making the Garden 
a place of beauty to enjoy memories 
ALL YEAR ROUND, including 
special decorations for the Holiday 
Season! 
 
Kudos to the people who had the 
idea and to the Murray kids who supplied fantastic art  
to decorate the covers of the Orders of Service on 
December 20 – the service that was unfortunately 
cancelled due to snow. The printed covers are posted on 
the bulletin board near the RE Office for all to enjoy.  
 

 
 

Offerings For Our Fine Feathered Friends?  
 

If you are willing to donate a 
bag of bird food for the bird 
feeder located in the Memorial 
Garden, please let Russet 
Morrow know.  Hungry birds 
visit us throughout the winter… 

 
 

 
 
 
Pictured at 
Left:  A contem-
plative youth 
lighting a candle 
in the Advent 
Spiral. 
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JANUARY 2010 
Sunday Monday  Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

December 27 
 

10:00 AM  
Solstice Service 
Unity Room 
 

7:30 PM  
Al-Anon – FH* 

December 28 
 

7:00 PM 
Yoga / Med – JM 
 

8:00 PM 
Pathways – FH* 

December 29 
 

 

December 30 
 

 
 
 

 

December 31 
 

New Year’s  
Eve 
 

January 1 
 

New Year’s 
Day 

January 2 
 

 
 
 
   

3 
 

9:00 AM Choir  
 

10:00 AM  
Worship Service 
& Church School 
 

7:30 PM  
Al-Anon – FH* 

4 
 

1:30 PM 
Gold Dusters 
Board – FH* 
 

7:00 PM 
Yoga / Med – JM 
 

7:15 PM 
RE Cmte – UR 
 

8:00 PM 
Pathways – FH* 

5 
 

6:15 PM 
Committee on 
Ministry - Study 

6 
 

7:00 PM  
Parents of Teens 
Support Group – 
YGR 

7 
 

7:00 PM 
Philosophers’ 
Café – YGR 
 

7:30 PM 
Choir – Sanc 

8 
 

 
9 
 

9 AM – 3 PM 
Ballou Channing 
District  Meeting 
– UR 

10 
 

9:00 AM Choir  
 

10:00 AM  
Worship Service 
& Church School 
 

11:15 AM 
Soup Sale at 
Coffee Hour 
 

11:45 AM 1st Sun. 
Book Group – JM 
 

7:30 PM  
Al-Anon – FH* 

11 
 

7:00 PM 
Yoga / Med – JM 
 

7:15 PM 
Emergency 
Preparedness 
Cmte – UR 
 

8:00 PM 
Pathways – FH* 

12 
 

7:15 PM 
Board of 
Governors – JM 

13 
 

7:00 PM 
Safe  
Congregation 
Cmte – JM 

14 
 

7:00 PM 
Teen Book 
Group – JM 
 

7:30 PM 
Choir – Sanc 

15 
 

7:00 PM 
Healing 
Resources for 
Depression  
– JM 

16 

17 
 

9:00 AM Choir 
 

10:00 AM  
Worship Service 
& Church School 
 

7:30 PM  
Al-Anon – FH* 

18 
 

Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day 
 

7:00 PM 
Yoga / Med – JM 
 

8:00 PM 
Pathways – FH* 

19 
 

7:15 PM  – JM 
Deacons & 
Deaconesses 
 

20 
 

1:30 PM 
Gold Dusters 
Penny Sale – FH* 

21 
 

7:00 PM 
Philosophers’ 
Café – YGR 
 

7:30 PM 
Choir – Sanc  

22 
 

 

23 
 

8:30AM-12:15PM 
Soup Kitchen  
Centenary Church 

24 
 

9:00 AM Choir 
 

10:00 AM  
Worship Service 
& Church School 
 

11:30 AM Fund-
raising Brunch-FH 
 

7:30 PM  
Al-Anon – FH* 
 
 
 

31 
 

9:00 AM Choir 
 

10:00 AM  
Worship Service 
& Church School 
 

7:30 PM  
Al-Anon – FH* 
 

25 
 

7:00 PM 
Yoga / Med – JM 
 

8:00 PM 
Pathways – FH* 

26 
 

7:00 PM  – JM 
Religious 
Services Cmte 
 

7:30 PM 
Finance Cmte –  
Blue Rm 

27 
 

6:30 PM 
BCD Minister-
Board Roundtable 
Meeting – UR  
 

7:00 PM 
Property Cmte  
– Blue Room 

28 
 

6:30 PM 
Teen Movie 
Night – UR 
 

7:30 PM 
Choir – Sanc 

29 
 

 

30 
 

6:30 PM 
Indoor Drive-In 
Moving Night 
– UR  
 

  

 
Abbreviation Codes  

* = non-church activity – renter; RE = Religious Ed ucation; BCD = Ballou Channing District;  
UUA = Unitarian Universalist Association; JM = John  Murray Room; FH = Fellowship Hall; UR = Unity Room ; YGR = Youth Group Room; N = 

Nursery; HR = Historical Room; Office = Church Offi ce;  
Study = Minister’s Office; Sanc = Sanctuary �

Universalist 
article deadline 
for Feb. Issue  
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Mark Your Calendar  
 

Sunday, January 10 
Soup Sale at Coffee Hour 
1st Sunday Book Group 

11:45 in the John Murray Room 
 

Sunday, January 24 
Music Committee Sunday service 

“Preaching from the Choir”  
at 10:00am, followed by the 

Fantastic Fundraising Brunch 
at 11:30 in Fellowship Hall 

 
Thursday, January 28 

Teen Movie Night 
Featuring: “Back to the Future” 

6:30pm in the Unity Room 
 

Saturday, January 30 
Indoor Drive-In Movie Night 

Featuring: “UP” 
6:30pm in the Unity Room 

 

           
 

New Year’s Day  
 
The first of January is another day dawning, the sun rising as the sun 
always rises, the earth moving in its rhythms, 
 

With or without our calendars to name a certain day as the day of new 
beginning, separating the old from the new. 

 
So it is: everything is the same, bound into its history as we ourselves are 
bound. 
 

Yet also we stand at a threshold, the new year something truly new, still 
unformed, leaving a stunning power in our hands: 

 
What shall we do with this great gift of Time, this year? 
 

Let us begin by remembering that whatever justice, whatever peace 
and wholeness might bloom in our world this year, 

 
We are the hearts and minds, the hands and feet, the embodiment of all 
the best visions of our people. 
 

The new year can be new ground for the seeds of our dreams. 
 
Let us take the step forward together, onto new ground, 
 

Planting our dreams well, faithfully, and in joy. 
 

~ Kathleen McTigue, from Singing the Living Tradition 


